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New Protection Policy Approved for Victoria Avenue—Darleen DeMason
On November 19th, 2019, the Riverside City Council unanimously approved a new protection policy for Victoria
Avenue. The discussion and vote were witnessed by Board members John Collins, Mary Humboldt, Urban Forester and
VAF liaison, Robert Filiar and me. The new policy was near the end of the agenda of what was a fairly tedious grouping of
issues at the last City Council meeting for Councilmen Mike Gardner, Mike Soubirous, Chris Mac Arthur and Steve Adams.
Two incoming Council members, Erin Edwards and Ronaldo Fierro were in the audience. When the Victoria Avenue policy
issue came up, great levity and warm feelings filled the Council Chamber. Mr. David Murray, Principal Planner for Riverside’s Planning Division made a PowerPoint presentation summarizing the report. Mayor Rusty Bailey called me up to make
a brief statement from VAF and asked me to model our new t-shirt, which I was wearing. He then asked Robert Filiar to
come up to be introduced and asked him some questions about Riverside’s urban forest and how it is managed. The Council
members summarized their brief comments and questions, before voting to approve the new policy.
This is the third iteration of a City-approved protection policy for Victoria Avenue. VAF has played a vital role in
the deliberations of each one. In celebration of our 30th anniversary coming up in November 2020, I would like to use this
article to recount the history of the current and previous policies and the roles that VAF played in shaping them.
1993 Policy--The history of Victoria Avenue protection goes back to the origin of VAF. During the summer of
1990, a group of friends, Pati Weir, Mary Humboldt, Rosanna Scott, Earl Shade and Hal Snyder, were meeting to discuss
common concerns about the care of Victoria Avenue. In November of that year, they decided to create a volunteer organization of citizens to help the City maintain and preserve Victoria Avenue. They named that organization Victoria Avenue Forever. One of the first goals of this fledgling group was to advocate for a care and protection policy for Victoria Avenue to be
approved by the City Council. The first step was accomplished in March, 1991, when the City Council approved the formation of an Ad Hoc Committee to examine issues of preservation and maintenance of Victoria Avenue. This —go to pg 4.
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Our Plaques on Victoria Avenue – Darleen DeMason
Over the years VAF has installed a number of permanent plaques on Victoria Avenue. These plaques are mainly associated with dedicated gardens, but some memorialize people of significance to Victoria Avenue or to the City of Riverside. I describe these plaques by
location.
Dr. Lewis Garden--There are two plaques
in the Dr. Lewis Garden proper. The first was
installed to memorialize Dr. Peter M. Lewis,
namesake of this garden. This plaque dates from
1993 and can be found in the center island of the
garden and was embedded horizontally in concrete.
The second plaque memorializes former
VAF Board President, Marie Hempy who made
many contributions to Victoria Avenue during her
tenure on the Board. Memorial contributions after
her death were used to plant a Tipu tree (Tipuana Plaque from the center island of the Lewis Garden
tipu) at the front of the garden and construct a plaque to accompany it. The plaque —go to pg 3
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Letter from the Editor
Happy New Year and what an important year it is
for Victoria Avenue Forever. In November of this year we will
be celebrating our 30th anniversary. We are planning some
celebratory events in the fall. In the meantime, we are recalling our successes. In the last newsletter I recounted the
history of the beautiful and unique Avenue street signs that
we initiated and collaborated with the City to design. After
writing the article, I noted that many of the signs were faded,
cracked, peeling and some were illegible. After contacting
the City, they have installed new, bright and shiny signs at
many intersections on the Avenue.

2020 newsletters with have historical articles. This
issue has two historical articles: the history of City Policy for
Victoria Avenue and the plaques that VAF has funded and
installed on the Avenue (both start on page 1). I also wrote a
short article on a new tree species that is performing well
(Weeping Bottlebrush)(below). Regular features are also present, Recent Events and Activities and Contributions. The
2020 volunteer calendar is featured on page 8 so plan to
come out and enjoy the Avenue while we work together.
By the time you receive this newsletter, you will already have received your annual dues request. We raised the
dues by a small amount to cover increased costs of paper,
postage, plants, trees, storage fees, etc. Please send your
payment in promptly because sending reminders is very
costly. If you want to pay on-line, you can do so on our
website. You can use a credit card and/or PayPal.
Also, remember we have VAF t-shirts for sale.
They are $20 each. They have the beautiful street sign design. If you want to purchase one, please contact us.

Darleen DeMason
Melaluca (Callistemon) viminalis – Weeping Bottlebrush—Darleen DeMason
We have recently added Bottlebrushes to Victoria Avenue in our efforts to increase species diversity and add species better adapted to drier and
warmer climates. Bottlebrushes are in the family Myrtaceae, which also includes Eucalyptus, cloves, guava and allspice. Members of the family are
woody, contain essential oils, are evergreen, and have flowers with conspicuous stamens. Bottlebrushes were first described in 1814 as the genus Callistemon containing about 50 species from Australia, but more recently, based on
DNA sequences, all but four species were transferred to the genus Melaluca in
2010. The name Callistemon is still commonly used by horticulturists.
The Weeping Bottlebrush (Melaluca viminalis) is commonly planted as
an ornamental in subtropical areas. It is typically a large shrub or small tree
with pendulous (i.e. weeping) branches. It can grow to 20-30 ft tall and 15 ft.
wide. Its leaves are narrow, light green and non-deciduous. The flowers are
clustered into clumps resembling “bottle brushes” with bright red stamens.
The plants flower sporadically throughout the year, but primarily in spring and
early summer. Flowering is profuse and the flowers attract both bees and
hummingbirds, which visit to collect nectar. Fruits are small, spherical,
woody, brown capsules, similar to those on many Eucalyptus species. Several
different Weeping Bottlebrush varieties are available including a dwarf called
“Little John.”
Weeping Bottlebrushes can be found in three areas of Victoria Avenue: in the median between Millsweet and La Sierra (a shrubby form), between Myers and Harrison on the outbound parkway (a standard form—see
picture on right), and “Little John” in the Hal Snyder Garden at Harrison Street
and Victoria Avenue.
Additional photographs of flowers and plant stature are shown on page
7. —go to page 7.

A tree dedicated to Hal Snyder on outbound parkway near Harrison St. Photo taken in April 2019.
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Plaques from pg 1 was embedded in a
boulder provided by the City and was
installed by the Department of Public
Works staff in front of the tree in 2015.
It can be viewed from the sidewalk.

Pa ge 3
Hal Snyder Garden--Two
plaques are present in this garden in
recognition of Hal Snyder’s many contributions to Victoria Avenue over the
20 years he served on the Board. The
large plaque embedded in a boulder can
be found in front of the center island
with the Sycamore Tree. This plaque
was created and installed in time for the
dedication of this garden to Hal Snyder
in 2010. The second, small, memorial
plaque was embedded in the back of the
wooden bench at the back of the garden
after Hal’s death in 2018.

Plaque to Marie Hempy in Lewis Garden

Lorraine Small Garden--The
single plaque in this garden was installed
to dedicate the commemorative planting
of the garden in 1993 and its namesake,
Lorraine Small for her lifelong quests to
beautify Riverside with gardens. It can
be found in the interior of the garden
and was embedded horizontally in concrete.

Bench back plaque to H. Snyder

Two plaques in front of kiosk near corner of Jane
and Victoria Avenue

National Park Service’s National Register of Historic Places. VAF commissioned a third plaque in 2015 and embedded it in the bench adjacent to the
kiosk. It denotes that we dedicated this
bench to Marie Hempy.

Plaque to L. Small in median at Myrtle St.

First Information Kiosk--Three
plaques accompany the first informational kiosk installed on Victoria Avenue next to the Dr. Lewis Garden.
Two large plaques are present in front
of the kiosk on the right and left.
These plaques were planned to accompany the kiosk installation, but were
not installed until two years later
(2005). Both are embedded in boulders and can be viewed from the sidewalk. The first commemorates Victoria Avenue and its designation as City
of Riverside Cultural Heritage Landmark #8. The other commemorates
Victoria Avenue’s placement on the

Bench back plaque to Marie Hempy

Plaque for H. Snyder in center island of his
Garden at Harrison St.

Washington Park – Charles M.
Dammers Memorial--A large granite
plaque embedded in a granite boulder
was placed in the Butterfly Garden at
the corner of Mary Street and Victoria
Avenue in Washington Park (see photo
on page 7). This plaque is dedicated to a
former resident whose home and citrus
grove was present at this location. During the renovation of Washington Park,
research by local historian and former
VAF Board President, Bill Wilkman
brought to light the contributions of this
citizen scientist in the areas of citriculture, entomology, especially of butterfly
life histories and scientific illustration.
The plaque was designed by Bill
Wilkman and describes the life story of
this former Riverside resident. Adjacent
to this large plaque is a smaller one embedded in concrete that acknowledges
us, the major donor and the designer.
Both were installed in May, 2018 and
dedicated in a public ceremony on June
30th. —go to page 7

Acknowledgement plaque at Mary Street
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City Policy—from pg 3 nine-member committee consisted of
three members each from the Cultural Heritage Board, the
Park and Recreation Commission and VAF with participation by the Chamber of Commerce and UCR Extension. The
committee met for a year to discuss issues of concern and to
produce a report called the “Victoria Avenue Refurbishing
and Maintenance Program Report”. The report was signed
by Dale Fike, Mary Humboldt, Philippa Jones, Art Pick, David Roger, Ron Smith, Lewis J. Vanderzyl and Hal Snyder,
Chair. This comprehensive report, which was only 6 text and
4 budget pages, projected a vision for Victoria Avenue that
has lasted for decades. Hal presented the report in a City
Council workshop on May 5, 1992. It was approved unanimously. Historically important recommendations and outcomes from this activity are summarized in Table 1.
2003 Policy—In 2002, only two years after Victoria
Avenue was added to the National Register of Historic Places, a developer who had purchased a 5 acre citrus grove at
Anna to Lincoln and Victoria Avenue proposed a 10 lot development that included two-story homes, a single entry on
Victoria Avenue and removal of all citrus trees on the Avenue frontage. VAF, Victoria Avenue Restoration Project and oth-
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er citizens strenuously opposed the plans at a City Planning
Commission Meeting on August 22nd. In spite of the objections, the Commission handily approved the proposal. The
opposition felt that the plans were insensitive to the historic
status of Victoria Avenue. A review by the City Council was
scheduled for October 1, 2002. Subsequently, Councilman
Frank Schiavone invited the opposing parties to a series of
meetings hoping to develop acceptable compromises before a
City Council hearing, which was postponed to October 15th.
Compromises were obtained and were presented at that
Council meeting. They involved requiring three rows of citrus trees be retained and installing a block wall behind them,
screened by vines. The developer also agreed to place only
two 2-story houses adjacent to Victoria, set back 80 ft from
the curb and screened by tall trees. The compromised plans
were approved by the City Council on October 15th. During
the discussions, the Council directed an ad hoc committee be
formed to discuss standardizing development design and
landscape for Victoria Avenue to protect it from excessive
development and traffic. Henceforth the committee came to
be known as the “Victoria Avenue Ad Hoc Committee”
which included Council members, Adkison, —go to pg 5

Table 1 – Issues raised in the 1992 Refurbishment and Maintenance Program Report and Outcomes
Issues

Outcomes

Over 500 trees and 10,800 Ragged Robin roses were missing from medians.

VAF started volunteer planting events in 1991 which continue annually today. We have
planted over 2000 trees and thousands of roses over the years using volunteers and community donations for memorial or commemorative trees.
The City extended the medians on Victoria Avenue from McAllister to Boundary in 1996
and from Boundary to La Sierra in 2006. VAF used volunteers to plant median trees,
Ragged Robin roses, and miniature roses on the bullnoses from Boundary to La Sierra.
VAF has encouraged the City to add irrigation to parkways to provide more community
supported tree planting opportunities. The City planted hundreds of Citrus trees on parkways for the Renaissance improvements in 2008-9. VAF obtained extramural funding in
2016 to add irrigation and plant 139 trees on parkways.
VAF has installed three gardens on Victoria Avenue with contributions from the public
and volunteer efforts at Myrtle, Jane and Harrison Streets.

The median stopped at John and
should be extended to La Sierra.
Many parkways lacked trees and irrigation to support new plantings.

Reverse frontage plantings were incomplete and selected corners should support “pocket park” gardens.
Furrow irrigation was problematic and
discing for weed control was causing
damage to tree trunks and other plantings.
Overhead utilities along the medians
were a visual blight and limited the
number and size of trees used.

The separation of bicyclists, pedestrians, equestrians and car traffic needed
improvement to benefit all users. The
bicycle lane should be moved to the
right lane of the Avenue and the trails
need to be completed.

The City transitioned to drip irrigation on Victoria Avenue from 1993 to 1999. Discing
was abandoned and self-mulching and selective spraying is now used for weed control.
Drip irrigation also reduces weeds.
In 1998, another non-profit called Victoria Avenue Historic Restoration Project, headed by Dr.
Dan Hays, raised money from private donations and large transportation grants in collaboration with Riverside Public Utilities to fund the undergrounding of wires on many
blocks of Victoria Avenue. Overhead wires remain from Central to Maude and Washington to Jefferson.
The City reduced the number of automobile lanes to one in each direction to accommodate a continuous bicycle lane in both sides. This bicycle path is now called the Rosanna
Scott Memorial Bicycle path in recognition of her support for bicycle lanes and for Victoria Avenue. Completion of the pedestrian trails is a significant goal in the 2019 policy that
has just recently been approved and a high priority for VAF advocacy.
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City Policy—from pg 4
Defenbaugh, and Schiavone. The Committee met multiple times over a year with
interested citizens, and staff of various departments, including Planning, Parks and
Recreation, Public Works and Public Utilities to formalize a report known as the
“Victoria Avenue Specific Plan.” Then VAF President Lori Yates was intensely
involved in the discussions and kept the VAF membership updated with newsletter
articles. The committee’s report was presented to and unanimously approved by
the City Council on November 13, 2003. The report itself was only two and a third
pages long and focused on uniform standards for construction along Victoria Avenue. There was a requirement of three rows of citrus trees on the frontage, architecture standards and setbacks, landscape standards on corners and frontage,
screening of utility vaults, limits on driveways, and approval by the Cultural Heritage Board. New tree protections, especially during construction, were added to the
Municipal Code. Preservation and upgrading of the trail/bicycle paths on the
northside were also supported. The Ad Hoc Committee asked that the City to discuss the feasibility of declaring Victoria Avenue a linear Park and to establish an
overlay zone. The latter two recommendations were never implemented.
2019 Policy—Because two
recommendations from the previous committee were not implemented and because in the intervening years responsibility for
maintenance of the Avenue was
transferred from Parks and Recreation to Public Works, the City
Manager asked Planning to revisit
the 2003 Policy. Discussions with
VAF started briefly in fall, 2018,
but intensified the following spring.
A further concern that needed addressing was whether other tree
species should be considered for
the three rows of citrus because the
threat of Citrus Greening Disease is looming in Southern California. The Planning
staff met with us for three long, but productive, meetings on May 6, June 6 and
June 27, 2019. The attendees at these meetings included representation from across
the City, including personnel from Planning, Parks, Public Works, Traffic, the Historic Preservation Officer, Scott Watson and the Urban Forester, Robert Filiar,
members of VAF (Bill Bailey, John Collins, Marilyn Harris, Mary Humboldt, Raul
Jordan, Bill Wilkman and Lori Yates) and a citrus expert from UCR, Dr. Peggy
Mauk. Doug Darnell, Principal Planner provided professional leadership during the
meetings. A wide range of topics was discussed and this group accomplished a lot
in the few meetings. The goals were to address the requests of the former Ad Hoc
Committee Report in 2003, concerns about continued planting of citrus, and to
update the maintenance responsibilities and protection policies. We certainly accomplished these goals and more. I address some specific issues below:
Park Designation of Victoria Avenue: The previous policy requested that Victoria Avenue be designated as a linear park. We thoroughly discussed this request.
The advantage of park designation is that Victoria Avenue could have higher standards for development and preservation and an additional layer of protection. However, we were happy with the alternative policy described in the final document of
declaring it a “Scenic Boulevard”, focusing on protection and expansion of the
trail/bike path system, continuing the current maintenance by Public Works, as well
as adding higher standards for tree protection, development and preservation. It is
the best solution to a set of complex issues.—go to page 7
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Recent Events and Activities:
Planting Ragged Robin Roses—Nov. 9

28 volunteers, including Woodcrest Christian School students, Kroger employees and VAF members showed up at
the corner of Madison and Victoria Avenue to plant 400
Ragged Robin roses in the median, mainly between MadiGeneral Contributions and for Upkeep/trees
son and Grace. Riverside Master Gardeners also joined us
Rosalie & Jim Anderson, Allen & Candy Baron, William Gard- with a table. Thank you to everyone who participated.
ner, Donald Irving, Arthur & Peggy Littleworth, Douglas
MacLaughlin, Palacios Law Office, Bruce & Roberta Spieler
and Betty Spriggs.
Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue
Forever. Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for
Riverside’s living legacy – Victoria Avenue.

Save the Eucalypts

Jan Ramsey, Betty Spriggs

Endowment Fund
Dr Giles Waines

Memorial Contributions

There has been continued outpouring of donations in memory
of John H. Beal: Brad & Maria Carr, Robert & Cheryl Cronemiller, Charles & Virginia Field, Carolyn Grant, George &
Kathy Miller, Dixie Moore, Lola Nixson, Walter & Elizabeth
Parks, Gary Peterson, and Bill & Martha Shaver.
Thomas Obrecht
Betty Spriggs

In Memory of Matti Obrecht
In Memory of Everett Spriggs

Commemorative Tree Donations
Hunt Barnett
In Memory of John Beal
Margaret Scott
In Memory of Mary & Patti Maie
Kay Follett & Sue Ward
In Memory of Bradley Pope
Original Monday Bridge Club
In Memory of John Beal
Paddy Miller & Family
In Memory of John Beal

Corporate Sponsors

Dinner for Councilman Mac Arthur—Dec. 12
The VAF Board hosted former City Councilman Chris
Mac Arthur to a dinner at the Victoria Club to thank him
for the many years of support he provided VAF during his
years of service on the City Council. The dinner was
planned by Bill Bailey and co-hosted by Frank Yost. Mayor
Rusty Bailey attended as well. Bill and Karen Bailey presented Chris with a water color painting of Victoria Avenue
they had commissioned by a local artist. —go to pg 8.

Chris and Jolyn Mac Arthur with their new watercolor.
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City Policy—from pg 5
Planting Citrus: The previous policy required planting three
rows of citrus to front all new developments on Victoria Avenue. Because of the presence, within the City of Riverside and
adjacent municipalities, of Citrus Greening Disease, we supported a policy of planting alternative species. This disease is
difficult to detect, is always fatal and lacks any reliable preventative treatment. Also, VAF will participate in the new tree
selection committee described in this policy.
Tree Protections: This policy significantly strengthens the
protection of trees on Victoria Avenue by: clearly stating
which trees are protected, and how, and notes that additional
resources are needed for tree care. Further, because we lost
so many trees during the year when municipalities were mandated to reduce water use, we added a safeguard against restricting watering on Victoria Avenue. The report states:
“Trees shall be sufficiently irrigated, trimmed, and fertilized to
ensure tree health and growth, even during times of water
shortage or restrictions.”
This latest policy protecting Victoria Avenue is the
strongest one approved by the City Council to date. We are
indebted to the City for taking the time and effort to help us
protect this iconic treasure in the City of Riverside. We are
grateful to have had so much support from City staff, the City
Council and Mayors over the years.
All three policies are available to review on the VAF website. They can be found under “City Policy” in the
dropdown menu called “About” or by using the link below:
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Plaques—from pg 3

Plaque for Charles Dammers at Mary Street

We thank all the generous citizens who contributed
to the expenses required to design, produce and install these
plaques. We also thank the City of Riverside for support and
permission to acknowledge our history through public
plaques. Go out and see these plaques in person. It would be
a great family activity or party game for learning about our
City’s history.
(Note: There are three other plaques at Myrtle Street in and
adjacent to the Hays-Yeager Memorial Grove and a plaque on
the Victoria bridge that were not funded by VAF.)

https://victoriaavenueforever.org/city-policy/

Bottlebrushes—from pg 2

Flowers and fruits

Shrub version

Dwarf version

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Riverside, CA

PO Box 4152
Riverside, CA 92514
Phone: 951-286-1036
website: www.victoriaavenueforever.org
e-mail: victoriaaveforever@gmail.com

Permit # 193
See us on Facebook

Dedicated to the preservation of Victoria Avenue,
Riverside, California with tax-deductible financial
contributions from: Membership, Memorial
Donations and Tree Commemorations.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Activities---from page 6

City Activities—Dec.—Jan.
You might have noticed an unusual
amount of activity on Victoria Avenue
over the last two months. That is because the City has commissioned a lot
amount of maintenance work.

Roses—Pacific Coast Landscape is

2020 Volunteer Calendar Events
Garden Cleanup and Tree Planting
February 22, 2020 at 9 AM
Meeting Place Harrison Street and Victoria Avenue

doing the usual, annual trimming back
of the Ragged Robin roses in the medians. They started at Myrtle Street
and are working their way down the
Avenue to La Sierra.

California Arbor Week Tree Planting

Trees—West Coast Arborists are do-

Cleanup and Planting in the Snyder Garden

ing a much needed tree trimming on
Victoria Avenue. They are trimming
parkway trees, median trees, palms and
giant Eucalyptus. They will also be
identifying each tree by species, condition and GPS location. They started
at La Sierra and are working towards
Myrtle. Last week when I drove
through the two companies were
crossing paths. We are so thankful for
this important and expensive activity.

March 14, 2020 at 9 AM
Meet at Jane Street and Victoria Avenue
April 18, 2020 at 9 AM
Meet at Harrison Street and Victoria Avenue

Great American Cleanup with KRCB
May 9, 2020 at 9 AM
Meet at Jane Street and Victoria

