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This is part two of a two part series on John Henry Reed.  In the previous installment, we learned about 
Reed’s history prior to coming to Riverside and his significant involvement in the street tree movement.  Of 
particular note was the assertion in historical records that Mr. Reed was the first person to be designated a 
Tree Warden in the western United States.  But, the matter of street trees was not the only endeavor for 
which Mr. Reed was known.  He also had a major stake in Riverside’s success as a significant citrus 
growing center, both within California and throughout the world.  In this installment, Reed’s involvement 
in the citrus industry will be explored. 

As documented in Part 1, John Reed and his son Frederick arrived in Riverside in 1890.  Brown and Boyd, in their 1922 San 
Bernardino and Riverside Counties history book, describe Reed as “…an invalid and comparatively old man when he came to Riv-
erside with a doctor’s consolation that he might live a year longer if he came to California, but he lived for about thirty years 
of the most active life possible as an orange grower and suggestor [sic] of some of the most useful and economical ideas in 
regard to frost protection and the shipping and handling of oranges and the establishment of the [Citrus] Experiment sta-
tion.”  Reed was, in fact about 57 years old when he arrived in Riverside.  I found no specific details on his state of health, 
other than the fact that near deafness dogged him until his death in 1920. 

Reed’s goal in traveling to California was to engage in citrus farming.  Soon after his arrival in Riverside, he purchased a 10-
acre citrus farm at what is now addressed as 3089 Chicago Avenue.  Over time, he expanded it to some 50 acres tending both 
orange and lemon trees on the property.  Reed’s reputation as a citrus grower and problem solver ultimately led to the de-
mand for his services in the management of groves owned by others in Riverside.  He also gained a reputation as respected 
expert in the practice and science of citrus farming. —go to page 3.  
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Autumn Sages for Riverside and the Inland Empire – J. Giles Waines, Board Member 

 One group of ornamental plants that grows well in IE is autumn sage of the Salvia 
greggii and S. microphylla complex.  These plants are native to northern Mexico in the state of 
Chihuahua, where they survive the summer 
heat and winter cold south of Texas.  They 
are showy perennial shrubs, generally 2 – 3 
feet tall, and up to 3-4 feet wide.  One recent 
subgroup is the S. x Jamensis complex, col-
lected several years ago in Mexico and 
thought to be hybrids of S. greggii, S. micro-
phylla and some unknown species. The color 
range includes red, purple, magenta, scarlet, 
rose, pink, salmon, yellow, apricot, cream 
and white.  True blue is missing, but there 
are many other blue flowered salvias.  Some 
flowers are two-tone, as in ‘Hot Lips’ in red, 
pink and white.  The plants  —go to page 5  

John Henry Reed  Part 2: Citrus Farming—Bill Wilkman   

Standard Salvia greggii with red flowers 
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The historic streets signs along Victoria Avenue have been 
there for so long, it is hard to remember when they weren’t 
and only standard street signs were present.  It is time to re-
member the history behind these signs and how the design 
became the VAF logo. 
 
In 1997, the VAF Board under President Marie Hempy’s 

leadership started discussing the idea of enhancing the histor-

ic nature of Victoria Avenue by installing unique “Victorian-

style” streets signs.  We collaborated with the City to accom-

plish this task.  Marie worked with a designer in the City’s 

sign department to propose the new design.  In her words 

“The sign is colorful and symbolic: it will inform those ap-

proaching the Avenue of its significance.”  The City initiated 

the project by agreeing to install these new signs at University 

Avenue, La Sierra and Jane Street.  The remainder of the 

signs, two per intersection, was promised by VAF.  To ac-

complish this, the Board solicited donations from the public.  

The cost of two new posts, new Victoria Avenue signs and 

the signs for the cross streets were valued at $260.00 per in-

tersection.  The signs at Central, Arlington and Van Buren 

cost $860 each because they were designed to be larger to 

hang from stoplight poles.  This “Re-Sign” project kicked 

off with a newsletter article in fall 1997.  Anyone interested in 

funding signs was requested to call Board member Gerry 

Marr. 

Subsequent newsletters acknowledged contributors of the 

signs.  The first newsletter to do so was Winter 1998 at which 

time President Marie Hempy reported in the President’s Mes-

sage that the City had completed their promised signs and 

member donations had supported installation of signs at 17 

additional intersections.  By the summer of —to page 8. 

Letter from the Editor 
 A new year has started for VAF and this is our 29th year 

of activities beautifying and protecting Victoria Avenue.  A year 

from now, November 2020, marks our 30th anniversary.  We 

are brainstorming to come up with plans for this celebration.  

Should we have a single celebration, and if so what kind?; or 

should we schedule multiple events with other groups in town?  If 

you have ideas, please make suggestions by sending us an e-mail or 

by leaving a message on our phone.  We have already started plans 

to mark this anniversary with our newsletter.  I am writing on mul-

tiple, short histories of activities or projects that we have accom-

plished.  Next year’s fall newsletter will be devoted entirely to the 

history of VAF.  This quarter’s article starts below and tells the 

history of the historic street signs on the Avenue.  We are going to 

make an effort to have faded or distorted street signs replaced 

through this year.  Contact us with your suggestions for replace-

ments.  We are also planning to work with the City to replace the 

Rosanna Scott Memorial bicycle path signs this year.  Many are 

badly burned or faded by the sun even though they are only 7 

years old. 

 

 The planting season has already started.  We planted 400 

Ragged Robin roses between Jane and Washington Streets with 49 

volunteers.  This project was one of 15 supported by Love River-

side for their annual City-wide service day (see page 6).  All of our 

volunteer events have been scheduled for the remainder of the 

season.  Please see the calendar on page 7.  Our next volunteer 

effort is November 9th when we will plant 400 more Ragged Robin 

roses, especially between Madison and Grace Streets.   

 

 The Board election during the summer brought two new 

Board members into our group (pg 5).  Founding Board member 

Mary Humboldt is back.  She wants to concentrate on the goal of 

increasing our membership by 10% and increasing our donations.  

We will use Facebook where we have more than 600 followers.  

Jill Hishmeh is the other new Board member.  She is retired from 

UCR’s Computing and Communications Group and she has re-

cently become a Master Gardener.  We look forward to her help 

reconnecting with the Master Gardeners, which was a very im-

portant support group for VAF in our early years.  

  

 T-shirts with our new logo design have been selling well 

and we placed another order.  See page 7 with the design and sizes 

available.  We will sell them at all our volunteer events but if you 

want one to wear to our events, please contact us and we will get 

one to you.  We will be making about $5/shirt for each sale.  

  

 As in previous falls, you will find a general donation form 

tucked in this newsletter, so remember us in your end of year do-

nations.   Darleen DeMason 

Victoria Avenue Historic Street Signs and VAF Logo—Darleen DeMason 
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John Reed—from pg 1  By the early 1890s, Riverside had gained 
a reputation as the first settlement to devote its economy al-
most entirely to citrus farming and the source of numerous 
solutions to citrus related problems.  In the early years, the 
organized approach to addressing these issues came from the 
efforts of Riverside’s horticultural clubs.  The major organiza-
tion tackling citrus related problems was the Riverside Horti-
cultural Club, founded on May 13, 1895.  This club was mod-
eled largely on the Eastside [Horticultural] Club of Riverside, 
an organization founded by John Reed in October of 1894, 
and asserted in the literature as the state’s first horticultural 
club.  Reed was significantly involved in both clubs.  The two 
horticultural clubs were organizations of farmers and horti-
culturalists who tackled many citrus related issues, primarily 
prior to the founding of the Citrus Experiment Station in the 
early 1900s.  John Reed also assisted in the formation of hor-
ticultural clubs and farmers’ institutes throughout the State of 
California.  In the course of his membership in the Riverside 
Horticultural Club, Reed assumed a key leadership role in 
addressing many of the problems faced in the cultivation and 
marketing of citrus.   

At his 80th birthday celebration held on June 13, 1913 at the 
Mission Inn, Reed was lauded at a banquet attended by nearly 
100 citizens, including friends, relatives, prominent scientists, 
and politicians.  At that banquet, Mr. Reed recounted the 
many accomplishments of the Riverside Horticultural Club: 
“Now I want to tell you something about this Riverside Hor-
ticultural club.  More of the improved orchard methods in 
general use today, in all citrus sections, including manipula-
tion of the soil, care of trees, irrigation, fruit handling [and] 
fruit protection can be traced directly or indirectly to the ef-
forts of this club than to any other source.” 

One of Reed’s first accomplishments regarding citrus farming 
and marketing involved the problem of fruit rot during stor-
age and shipping.  Reed initiated a concerted campaign to 
bring the U.S. Department of Agriculture to Riverside to hear 
his ideas for solving this problem.  His unrelenting efforts in 

this regard eventually led the Bureau of Plant Industry of 
Washington D.C. to send scientists to Riverside to address 
the fruit rot problem and develop solutions for keeping citrus 
fruits fresh in their journey from tree to consumer.  

G. Harold Powell of the Bureau is largely credited with devel-
oping these solutions.  Growers, however, credit Reed for 
initiating the effort.  At his 80th birthday celebration, Reed 
recounted that “[U.S. Department of Agriculture] Secretary 
Wilson once said to me: ‘It was only your dogged persistence 
that persuaded us to send Mr. Powell over there…but, it was 
all right.  So now consider his work on orange decay in Cali-
fornia the most important investigation of the kind the de-
partment has ever made.” 

Having facilitated the scientific study of fruit decay, Reed 
turned his attentions to the issue of frost damage to citrus 
crops.  Reed’s experiments in this arena attracted the atten-
tion of citrus farmers throughout the United States.  The first 
experiments in this endeavor took place in 1896 by the River-
side Horticultural Club, with John Reed given charge of a 
committee established to carry out these experiments.  The 
experiments included: a single device for producing steam 
rapidly in large quantities, multiple pans set at regular inter-
vals to produce steam, a device for producing a fine spray of 
water from above the trees, burning pads of saturated baled 
straw, running cold water in irrigation furrows, running heat-
ed water in irrigation furrows, draping trees with thin cloth 
covers, burning coal in wire baskets, and burning oil in pots.  
Farmers from states throughout the United States followed 
the work of the committee.  Sadly, many of the communica-
tions ridiculed the idea that enough heat could be generated 
to heat the atmosphere and save crops from frost.  These 
early experiments, how-
ever, ultimately led to the 
creation of the “modern” 
smudge pot used exten-
sively for effective frost 
protection well into the 
20th century. 

Reed also engaged in a persistent campaign to convince the 
State of California to fund a center for the scientific study of 
citrus.  This campaign spanned a period of five years and led 
Reed to horticultural clubs and farmers’ institutes throughout 
California.  He also made a point of feeding information to 
the press to further spread his campaign.  Finally, in 1905, the 
state legislature approved the establishment of a citrus experi-
ment station in Riverside, allocating $20,000 to facilitate its 
implementation.  The state legislature defined the purpose of 
the Citrus Experiment Station as a center of research and 
experimentation related to the many climate issues and dis-
eases prone to affect citrus.  The first Citrus Experiment Sta-
tion was located at the foot of Mt. Rubidoux   —go to pg 4 Rough handling at harvest — a cause of fruit rot. 

Early Smudge Pots 
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John Reed—from pg 3 

west of Downtown.  There a two story 
Mission Revival style building was built 
on a 20 acre property to house the sta-
tion’s laboratories and offices.  This 
building and others remain on this site.  
A pathological laboratory was estab-
lished in Whittier. 

Before long, however, it was found 
that the Mt. Rubidoux property was 
too small to carry out the full range of 
the station’s activities.  As a result, in 
1913, the state legislature approved the allocation of $60,000 
for land and water rights to establish a new citrus experiment 
station.  Soon thereafter another bill appropriated $100,000 
for offices and laboratories.  Then another $25,000 was set 
aside for the erection of a director’s residence and other nec-
essary buildings.  The new facility was to be administered by 
the University of California.  Despite the fact that the existing 
Experiment Station was located in Riverside, the legislature 
directed that eight locations be explored as possible sites for 
the new station.  These consisted of Los Angeles, Riverside, 
Orange, San Bernardino, San Diego, Imperial, Ventura, and 
Santa Barbara Counties.   

After an extensive search, on December 23, 1914, the regents 
of the University of California chose Riverside for the loca-
tion of the new station.  Soon thereafter, on June 18, 1915, 
475 acres of land were secured for the new station.  Of these 
acres, 300 acres were tillable, with the remaining consisting of 
rocky hills.  Buildings to house laboratories and offices were 
completed in the spring of 1917.  A director’s residence, 
barns, and other buildings needed to support the operations 
of the station were also constructed during this time.  For a 
while, the original experiment station continued in use, how-
ever, in 1937, the property was transferred to serve as the 
U.S. Regional Salinity Laboratory.  The Salinity Lab occupied 
the original Experiment Station building and added second 
building to accommodate the full range of its uses.  Since 

then, the Salinity Laboratory has moved to 
a new facility adjacent to UCR at the 
southeast corner of Big Springs Road and 
Campus Drive.  The former Salinity Labor-
atory facility is now occupied by the River-
side-Corona Resource Conservation Dis-
trict. 

Reed was also a strong advocate for a 
“farm school”, a dream that was not to be 
realized during his lifetime.  Eventually, his 
vision was realized on July 30, 1952 when 
ground breaking ceremonies marked the 

construction of the first buildings of the University of Cali-
fornia at Riverside adjacent to the Experiment Station. 

The above accomplishments cover only the more significant 
of John Reed’s endeavors on behalf of citrus farmers.  Reed 
also tackled numerous other problems, including those relat-
ed to the fertilizing, pruning, tilling, and protection of citrus 
from diseases.  He also served as a mentor for new citrus 
farmers, offering advice and direction to help assure the es-
tablishment of successful citrus farms.  When one considers 
Reed’s significant involvement in the street tree movement, 
his efforts and accomplishments in the field of citrus farming 
stand out as truly amazing. 

John Henry Reed died on February 1920 at his residence on 
Chicago Avenue, aged 86 years, 8 months, and 8 days.  He 
left an unparalleled legacy of contributions to Riverside’s 
beautification and its citrus industry.  He is buried at Olive-
wood Cemetery where a large granite boulder engraved with 
his name and that of his wife Katherine marks the gravesite. 

Early view of the Citrus Experiment Station. 

Updates from City Hall—Darleen DeMason 

Victoria Avenue Protection Policy update—Several 

members of VAF meet three times last spring with repre-

sentatives of various City Departments and led by Plan-

ning to hammer out an update to the 2003 policy.  We are 

pleased with the result.  The final report, with one correc-

tion, was approved by the Land Use Committee on Sep-

tember 9th.  It goes to the full City Council next. 

Ag Water Rates Task Force Report—This task force 

met monthly for over a year to establish reasonable water 

rates that could support agricultural enterprises within the 

Riverside Public Utilities district.  The final report was pre-

sented to the City Council on June 25th, at which time it 

was approved “in concept” pending more budget calcula-

tions.  The final report was approved by the City Council 

after a rather contentious discussion on October 15th. 

Washington Intersection Traffic Plans—We have no 

new updates from April 11th when the Transportation 

Committee received and filed the report to add a lane. 
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 Autumn Sages—from page 1  

flower profusely in spring and fall, and sparsely in winter and hot summer months.  
The flowers provide nectar for hummingbirds and bees and are cross pollinated by 
these animals.  Small dark colored seeds are enclosed in a clasping calyx, which 
opens up when the seeds are ripe.  Several groups of small birds eat the seeds out of 
the protective calyx.  Any uneaten seeds may germinate with appropriate moisture 
and temperature and produce new plants, which may have flowers of different col-
ors.  The flowers vary in size, with a hood and a large lip for pollinating insects to 
land on.  Large flowered plants are favored in the nursery trade.  There are nursery 
series that are supposed to be more floriferous in hot summer months and others 
that will flower better in the winter months.  
 
In the UCR Botanic Gardens, S. microphylla with scarlet flowers, blooms mostly in 
the winter, spring and fall, whereas some of the S. greggii and S. x Jamensis groups 
bloom in spring, summer and fall.  Plants need water to flower well, but they are 
drought tolerant and survive neglect in dry periods if planted in soil.  There are 
many named cultivars in the local nursery trade, whereas the UCR Botanic Gardens 
has released cultivars named after volunteers and donors.  ‘Hal Snyder’ has scarlet 
flowers with a white throat, whereas ‘Betty Moore 2’ has lilac-mauve flowers.  ‘Betty 
Moore 1’ is prostrate, whereas ‘Betty Moore 2’ is more upright, and flowers longer 
into the winter months.  Other named cultivars are ‘Monika’ with two-tone flowers 
with red hood and plum lip, ‘Ann Platzer’, with red lip and plum-pink hood, ‘Gail 
Watson’, with yellow lip and pink-hired hood, ‘Merial Everett’, with red flowers, 
‘Doris Rhine’ with yellow flowers, ‘Diane Keen’ with salmon colored flowers, and 
‘Bob and Bernie’ with deep magenta flowers.  ‘Bianca White’ was named after an 
undergraduate student who helped propagate seedlings many years ago.  ‘Magenta 
Hope’ was named for the same person, but was renamed for Bob and Bernie Tank 
when we needed to recognize those wonderful volunteers. ‘Twilight’ has pale 
mauve flowers with a dark calyx.  Stephen Morgan named a burgundy-red-flowered 
seedling with blue hairs on the hood for ‘Dr. Waines’.  Many of these named culti-
vars are available at the UCR Botanic Gardens plant sales in the fall and spring. 
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Flower colors of new Autumn Sage hybrid varieties—from left to right are 

‘Hal Snyder’, ‘Magenta Purple’ and ‘Pale Salmon’.  Photography by Board 

member, Ben Rangel. 

hood 
lip 
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National Night Out—August 6 

We participated in this event sponsored by Love Riverside at 

Immanuel Lutheran Church.  We passed out brochures, 

took in memberships and sold t-shirts.  We also enjoyed 

the ice cream! 

Planting Ragged Robin Roses—October 12 

This project was part of Love Riverside’s City-wide Volunteer 

Day.  They helped us recruit volunteers to plant 400 Rag-

ged Robin Roses between Jane and Washington Streets.  

We had 49 total volunteers, including VAF members.  

Thanks to Riverside Public Works for purchasing the roses, 

and to Jesse Fierro and Maria Kostecki for helping.   

Contributions  
August - mid-October 2019 

 Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue 
Forever.  Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for 
Riverside’s living legacy – Victoria Avenue. 
 

General Contributions and for Upkeep/trees 
Joan Densmore, Marion Hammarlund, Jill Hishmeh, Thomas 
& Suzanne Jones, Chris & Anne Lynch, Barbara Robinson, 
and Vista De Victoria HOA. 
 
                                Save the Eucalypts 

Los Amigos Association, Gene & Nadine Fahlbusch 

 
Memorial Contributions 

Recently there was an outpouring of donations in memory of John 

H. Beal: William Bailey, Jr, Mary Joy Barnett, Bunco Friends 

(Patricia Lavoie), Chris Carpenter & Kathryn Kim, Ruhella Dole, 

Bob & Barbara Hamilton, Verlene King, Mark & Saundra Lawrence, 

Los Amigos Assoc., Tom & Norma Rosby, and Ron & Le An 

Teunissen.  

Robert & Nancy Brown        In Memory of John & Barbara Beal 
Bob & Barbara Hamilton        In Memory of Ellenrose Goddard 
William & Josephine Heeres       In Memory of Lorraine Biagini   
Patagonia                      In Memory of Brian Sabel  
Carol Wallior         In Memory of Brian Sabel 
    

Commemorative Tree Donations 

Glenn Hoagland         In Memory of John H. Beal  
Los Amigos Assoc.         In Memory of Barbara Beal 
Los Amigos Assoc.         In Memory of John H. Beal 
Barbara Robinson Olsen         In Memory of James Robinson 
Barbara Robinson Olsen         In Memory of Kristi Robinson 

     
Corporate Sponsors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PALACIOS LAW OFFICE 

Recent Events and Activities: 
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Clean-up and Planting in Dr. Lewis Garden 

January 18, 2020 at 9 AM 

Meet at Jane Street and Victoria Avenue 

Tree Planting 

February 22, 2020 at 9 AM 

Meeting Place TBA  

California Arbor Week Tree Planting 

March 14, 2020 at 9 AM 

Meet at Jane Street and Victoria Avenue 

Clean-up and Planting in the Snyder Garden 

April 18, 2020 at 9 AM 

Meet at Harrison Street and Victoria Avenue 

Great American Cleanup with KRCB 

May 9, 2020 at 9 AM 

Meet at Jane Street and Victoria 

VAF 2019—2020 Volunteer Calendar 

 
Upcoming Workday: 

 

Planting Ragged 

Robin Roses 
 

November 9, 2019 

9-11 AM 
 

Meet at Madison Street 
and Victoria Avenue 

 

   We ordered more t-shirts! 

T-shirts sales have been going pretty well so we 

decided to order another 50 shirts. 

$20 each 

Sizes are: 

S, M, L, XL, XXL 

Contact us (951-286-1036 or  

victoriaaveforever@gmail.com) or  

come to one of  our volunteer events where they 

will be available.  Next event is November 

9th—see above for our calendar. 

New Victoria Avenue Forever  

T-shirt design!!! 



PO Box 4152 

Riverside, CA 92514 

Phone: 951-286-1036 

website: www.victoriaavenueforever.org 

e-mail: victoriaaveforever@gmail.com 

Dedicated to the preservation of Victoria Avenue, 
Riverside, California with tax-deductible financial 
contributions from: Membership, Memorial 
Donations and Tree Commemorations.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

See us on Facebook 

Historic street signs—from pg2.   

1998, all intersections had signs except some between Van 

Buren and Boundary.  The project was completed by the 

summer of 1999.  Former Board member, Sylvia Broadbent 

took the assignment of driving Victoria Avenue every month 

to note any signs that needed replacing, calling the City and 

reporting to the Board.  The City was very prompt at replac-

ing signs as needed.  This assignment was dropped when 

Sylvia left the Board.  Later, the City used the same historic 

concept to put similar street signs on major intersections of 

Magnolia Avenue, Market Street and in Fairmont Park. 

VAF’s first logo was designed by Graham Graphics in 1993 

and used for t-shirts.  The next year it was used in the return 

address on the newsletters.  In the spring of 1998, a black 

and white historic street sign from the 27000 block of Victo-

ria Avenue replaced the previous logo on newsletters.  In the 

March 2010 newsletter, the street sign design with “Victoria 

Avenue Forever” replacing “Victoria Ave” was used as our 

logo.  Since then this logo version has been used on newslet-

ters, letterhead, notecards and subsequently, on our website, 

Facebook Page and on our new t-shirts.  

 

Evolution of the VAF logos, top—first logo from 1993, mid-

dle—from 1998, and bottom—current logo. 


