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Sj)ring is Coming - You Can Q^efp
One of VAF's first planting projects on the Avenue was in the block between
Van Buren and Myers. The existing bridal wreath spirea bushes in the median
were hidden behind the "Ragged Robin' roses and hardly showed up even
when in bloom. The decision was made to plant something taller to add height.
On May 2, 1992, V A F volunteers planted white-flowered angeFs trumpets
between the existing bridal wreath bushes. They accomplished the task nicely,
but some of each variety now need to be replaced. Do come to help plant.

Rose Grooming
Victoria and Cross
April 18,2009
9:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m.
Bring clippers marked
with your name.

Tree Planting
Victoria and Myers
March 14,2009
9:00 a.ni.~ 11:00 a.m.
Bring shovels marked
with your name.

Time to groom!
Victoria Avenue Forever volunteers recently planted countless mini-roses in
the blocks between Boundary and Millsweet. Visibility concerns at the intersections of the cross streets have caused the contractors to prune them with
power shears. They really need more careful hand pruning to look their best.
Come join in the fun. Let's do it right!

After an unusually dry and warm January, the early February rains were most welcome. All the plants on Victoria Avenue
were most grateful to see it come, especially those that were planted recently by V A F volunteers.
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Two critical steps in planting a garden are deciding what to plant and where to plant for maximum effect. Fortunately, Nan Simonsen, V A F member and owner of the landscape design firm Nanscapes, volunteered her expertise
when it was decided to re-do the big bed along the bike trail at the Lewis Garden.
First, Nan suggested raising the bed to display the new plants more effectively. Seven yards of soil mix were
brought in a week before the scheduled planting. An emergency call went out to volunteers to spread and contour the
soil under Nan's supervision.
Nan also came up with a list of plants to order. Some are new to the Lewis Garden, but all are drought tolerant.
They included these plants:
Manzanita 'Howard McMinn'
Lion*s Tail
Cleveland sage (species)
Pride of Madeira
Cleveland sage (Winnifred Oilman'
Artemisia *Powis Castle'
Jerusalem sage (not a true sage)
Bidens
Early on the morning of the 13th, Nan came (at 7:00 a.m.) to place the plants. In short order, the eager volunteers
installed all 44 plants. We had enough volunteers and time to mulch the entire bed. A very productive morning!
Thanks to all who turned out to help.

Tresicfenfs ^j)ort 9\j Tfave 'Roger
The Avenue is coming into its most spectacular season
of the year. Check out its color as the flowering trees begin
to bloom over the next several months. First to appear were
the flowering magnolia trees and then the flowering pears.
What is next?
Our work days have the board busy planting trees and
making improvements to Dr. Peter Lewis Garden. We are
also launching our fund raising campaign for the garden at
Harrison and Victoria. We hope you can help. Lastly, we
are working on a new look to the web site.
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2008 - 2009
O^ers
Dave Roger, President
Hal Snyder, Treasurer
Darlene DeMason,
Recording Secretary
'Directors
Ron Bridges
Ron Burk
Jim Dudek
Donna Engelauf
Dan Hays
Frank Heyming
Pete Kailinger
Gerry ManSusan McCiintock
Jim Montgomery
Mark Schroeder
Adam Timura
Pari Weir
Lori Yates

Speciai Trojects
Leanne Austin - Computer Files
Marsha Loveridge - Newsletter
The VAF board meets at 6:30 on the
2nd Wednesday of each month
(except August).

Victoria Tlvenews
is published 4 - 6 times a year
by Victoria Avenue Forever
at 6475 Victoria Avenue,
Riverside, CA 92506

<

If you have not noticed, the renaissance project has begun on the Avenue. We are excited. It could not have come
at a better time.
As always, we appreciate those volunteers that come
out for our workdays. Without you, we could not keep up
with planting replacement trees and roses. If you have not
had a chance to volunteer in a while, please do so, it is a
very gratifying experience and an opportunity to learn and
ask questions of the Master Gardeners.

Q^aw Victoria

Avenue Came to (Be

>

There might never have been a Victoria Avenue had it not been for Matthew
Gage. Local historian, Joan H . Hall, delves into how this Irish watchmaker influenced the growth of Riverside in her new book Matthew Gage: His Challenges,
Conquests and Calamities.
It's a fascinating story. Gage came to Riverside in 1881. By 1886 he had built
a 12 mile canal to bring water to Section 30, a 640 acre tract of arid land he had
claimed under the Desert Land Act. By 1888 he had built a 1000 foot flume over
Tequesquite Arroyo and soon thereafter extended the canal another 8 miles to
bring water to the vacant land in Arlington Heights.
In telling the story of the canal, the author points out that Gage was a
"strong-willed person who overcame difficulties and hardships that would have
discouraged most men". At the same time, he borrowed heavily and often neglected to repay principal and interest, leading to long years of judicial proceedings. It is an intriguing, yet puzzling story. Be sure to read this account of Gage's
personality and accomplishments.

Regrettably, Kathy Swanson, Public Works Department Landscape Inspector for Victoria Avenue,
has been reassigned to other locations in the city.
e c e s Kathy was unfailingly dedicated to the proper
maintenance and beauty of the Avenue.
Her special interest was 'Ragged Robin" roses. As a member of the
Riverside Rose Society, she knew exactly what the roses needed and how to
care for them.
We are very grateful for Kathy's commitment to the Avenue and look
forward to her return.
Why the Orange Marks?
Have you noticed those orange marks on the sidewalk on the out-bound
side of the Avenue? What do they mean? The sidewalk was installed in 1976.
Some parts had been resurfaced, but not others, and it definitely shows 33
years of wear and heavy use. Soon the cracks and pits will be smoothed,
making a much more enjoyable experience for all who enjoy it every day.

Tree
Tfanting
January

24, 20og

Another success! A total of 25
trees were planted in 6 different blocks
on the Avenue.
Because the planting sites were
strung out in so many widely separated
places, the volunteers were divided
into several groups. Some planted
bare-root flowering peaches-12 in
a l l - in three different blocks, including
one between Madison and Grace, three
between Adams and Gratton, and eight
between Irving and Jackson. One of the
latter was dedicated as a commemorative tree by Evelyn Guin in memory of
Glenn and Themina Christensen.
Another group of volunteers was
deployed to the far end of Victoria to
replant four previously dedicated Commemorative Trees planted in October
2006, in three blocks between Boundary and Millsweet.
In addition, this group of volunteers also replaced nine dombeya trees
planted in 1996 between Stewart and
Boundary which unfortunately froze
out in the winter of 2007. Eight of
these were available to dedicate as
Commemorative Trees Thanks to the
donors, some of whom had to wait
a very long time to see their trees
planted.
George Ann Leonard & Gretchen Graham
In memory of Mariam Seltzer
Laura Jo, Mark & George Ann Leonard
In memory of Mary & Peter West
Richard & Rosie Francisco
In memory of Netty Turner
Dagmar Welker
In memory of Robby Welch
Dr.&Mrs.R.N.Gallanes
In memory of James Louis Fowler
Susan McCiintock & Ron Bridges
In memory of Richard Overturf
Hal Snyder
For Tyler Koerber, meritorious service
David Bamhart
In memory of Roslyn Barnhart

Victoria "Avenue (Endowment Tuncf
VAF gratefully acknowledges the following
contributions to the Endowment Fund.
In memory of Doris Philbrick
Betty J.Swoffer
Allyne Milam
Fara Francis
Robert B . Parks
Mary Joy & Charlie Constable
The Hunt Bamett Family
Pauline & Bill McGuigan
Margaret Fletcher
Doreen Pratt
Johnny & Laura Martinez
D. A . Haynes
Ruth M.Wright
Gayle Morrison
William & Josephine Heeres
William & Josephine Heeres
William & Josephine Heeres
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Francis
David Barnhart
Jim & Carole Ward
Justin Tracy

Rosemarie Richardson
Margaret Robinson
Deborah Lounsbury
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Nelba Ruth Parks Hawkins
Alice Barnett Brungardt
Alice Bamett Brungardt
Lethea Rose Robinson
Phyllis Crabtree
Julia Walker
Jill Ann Vanegas
Mrs. Jim Montgomery
William J . Wright
Ellen Morrison Bridges
Bob Bowen
Dick Overturf
Donna Rodillas
Paul Booker
Roslyn Bamhart

Wfiere (Does tfie Money Qo?
Victoria Avenue Forever is able to fulfill its objectives of "protecting,
preserving and beautifying Victoria Avenue" through the significant
contributions of time by its volunteers and the generous donations of its
members. Here is a synopsis of the finances of V A F for 2008.
Income
Memberships
Endowment Fund
Commemorative Trees
E.xpcnses
Trees and planting
Endowment Fund
Newsletter
6 issues
Record storage
Office supplies

$2,550.00
6385.00
81L0O
$2,540.93
6,395.00
2,106.65
300.00
102.62

Non-Profit Org.
U . S . Postage Paid
Riverside, C A
Permit # 193
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Return Service Requested

Wor£ T>ays
March 14
April 18

Kurt & Maria Gunther
2489 Madison
Riverside CA, 92504

3/14/2003

9:00 a.m.
Please see front page.
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JOIN VICTORIA A V E N U E F O R E V E R
(Current members w i l l be notified when their membership expires) i : : i

;
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Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings
and fill in missing 'Ragged Robin' roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, C A 92506
$10.00 Individual
$20.00 Family
$50.00 Sustaining
I would like to volunteer

$

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506

