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Lefs Tfantl 

With the arrival of fall, Victoria Avenue 
Forever has kicked off another series of 
monthly work parties to further our mis
sion of beautifying Victoria Avenue. 

Remaking the Lewis Garden More Exciting Projects 

On October 25, VAF volunteers 
gathered at the Lewis Garden at Jane 
and Victoria to begin the re-make of 
this drought-tolerant demonstration 
garden. The primary task was to re
move unattractive and over-large plants 
and to grub out unwanted self-sown 
seedlings. 

Another group of volunteers 
planted four horse chestnut trees in the 
median from Jane to Mary. Three of 
them were replacements for previously 
dedicated trees. The fourth one was a 
replacement right at Mary for Capt. 
Dammer's horse chestnut which fell 
over two years ago for undetermined 
reasons. This tree was designated a 
Commemorative Tree donated by 
Elizabeth Welles, Jane Lamar, and 
Clint and Gerry Marr in memory of 
Don Wilson. 

New IVees at Stewart and 
Boundary 

On November 15 a very small 
group of volunteers planted 14 catalpa 
trees from Stewart to Boundary. This is 
a new species of median tree on the Av
enue. More will be planted in January. 
Read about this species on page 3. 

Long-time VAF member Nan 
Simonsen took time from her land
scape design business, Nanscapes, to 
meet with a group of Board members 
to advise on a variety of new plants 
to incorporate into the Lewis Gar
den. Al l VAF volunteers are invited 
to help install them, so they can get 
started before the heat of next sum
mer. Please take note of the date-
December 13. 

Dr. Lewis Garden 
Jane and Victoria 

December 13,2008 

9:00 ajn.-11:00 ajn. 

Bring shovels marked 
with your name. 

You Can Help! 
January is the ideal time to plant 

bare-root trees. There are a number 
of blocks on Victoria Avenue that 
are planted with trees ideally suited 
for bare-root planting: flowering 
peaches, flowering nectarines and 
flowering crab apples. 

It's an ambitious schedule. 
We're counting on you. Please join 
in to enhance our beloved Victoria 
Avenue. 

Bare-Root Time 
Jackson and Victoria 

January 24,2009 

9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Bring shovels marked 
withyourname. 



President's (Report 9y (Dave Koger 
Congratulations to VAF's 2008/09 Board of Directors for jumping in this year to accomplish a lot of good 

things. As you saw in the last newsletter, we are pushing forward with a design for the new parquet at Harrison. 
Raising funds for this project is our next focus. 

Xots of volunteer hours have gone in to planting new/replacement roses on the Avenue. And the Dr. Peter 
Lewis garden is getting a face lift. 

Besides working at the Lewis garden, replacement horse chestnut trees were planted between Jane and 
Mary and Indian Horn Bean trees were planted between Stewart and Boundary. 

The City Council approved the Renaissance project for the Avenue. Look for more details in the newsletter. 
As always, we appreciate those volunteers who come out for our workdays. Without you, we could not 

keep up with planting replacement trees and roses. I f you have not had a chance to volunteer in a while, please 
do so. It is a very gratifying experience and an opportunity to learn and ask questions of the Master Gardeners. 

2007 - 2008 
Officers 

Dave Roger, President 
Hal Snyder, Treasurer 

Darlene DeMason, 
Recording Secretary 

'Directors 
Ron Bridges 

Ron Burk 
Jim Dudek 

Donna Engelauf 
Dan Hays 

Frank Heyming 
Pete Kallinger 

Gerry Marr 
Susan McQintock 
Jim Montgomery 
Mark Schrocder 
Adam Hmura 

Pari Weir 
Lori Yates 

Sj:)eciaC projects 
Leanne Austin - Computer Files 
Marsha Loveridge - Newsletter 

The VAF board meets at 6:30 on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 

(except August). 

Victoria 'Avenews 
is published 4 - 6 times a year 

by Victoria Avenue Forever 
at 6475 Victoria Avenue, 

Riverside, CA 92506 

On tfie Avenue 
Over 1000 Roses Planted 

City Landscape Inspector Kathy Swanson reported that the "October 
25 rose planting was wonderful". According to Kathy, there were about 70 
volunteers of all ages, and 900 'Ragged Robin' roses were planted in the 
median between Arlington and Madison. This planting filled in gaps in the 
rose hedges for over 2 miles of the Avenue! Kathy credits Tijana Quilci from 
Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful ( K R C B ) for successfully recruiting and 
organizing the volunteers who worked cheerfully through a hot morning to 
finish the project. 

On Wednesday, November 5, volunteers from La Sierra University 
planted 250 more roses between Arlington and Central. 

Both Kathy and Jeff Smith report that about 4000 'Ragged Robin' roses 
have been planted since May 17 of this year. These vigorous nursery-grown 
one-gallon plants began as cuttings taken from the Avenue's medians about a 
year ago and they have been growing by leaps and bounds. Some were even 
blooming before they were planted! 

Ouch! There is a huge 
amount of heavy work as 
well as organizing skill that 
goes into staging a large 
planting event. This can 
take a toll on the organizers. 
Inspector Kathy Swanson is 
taking a few weeks off from 
work to recover from knee 
surgery that took place soon 
after the October 25 plant
ing. She is staying in touch 
by e-mail, though. Kathy, 
we wish you a speedy 
recovery. 

Never too young to make the Avenue more beautiful! 
More news on the Avenue 
on page 3 



?l l^ew Species on the Avenue 

Terminal 
inflorescence of 
Catalpa sp. and 

heart shaped 
leaves in the 
background. 

On Saturday, November 15, a small, but determined group 
gathered at the comer of Victoria and Boundary Lane to plant catalpa 
trees in the median between Stewart and Boundary to replace the 
nearly 20-year-oId dombeyas unexpectedly killed by cold weather 
two years ago. Large mature catalpas have done well for many years 
in that neighborhood and we expect the new trees to do the same. 

High, hot, dry winds discouraged potential volunteers. VAF board 
members Dave Roger, Ron Burk, Frank Heyming, Ron Bridges, 
Adam Timura, Susan McCIintock and Lori Yates were joined by one 
of our most faithful members, Don Dodd. Fourteen 15-gallon trees 
went into the ground in a very short time. The soil was good and 
Azteca employees had watered in advance, making the fast work pos
sible. Thanks everybody. 

On the Avenue continued from page 2 

Undergrounding Project 

The Victoria Avenue Historic Restoration Project is excited to report 
that the City has awarded the contract to underground the utility lines 
in the median from Adams Street to Jefferson Street. Work is set to 
begin the first week in December. 

The Contract to underground wires from Jane to Washington is out 
to bid and work should begin soon after the first of the year. 

Renaissance Up-Date 

The contract for Renaissance restoration and beautification projects 
has been awarded and the work will be underway shortly. Sierra 
Landscape has been tapped to up-grade irrigation systems, clean 
up overgrown parkway landscapes and restore areas where plants 
have died. According to Jeff Smith of Riverside Public Works, they 
will also plant roughly 800 new orange trees along the parkways. 
These will help restore Victoria's historic ambience, and recall the 
Avenue's former grandeur as the bright floral embroidery across the 
broad green and gold tapestry of the Arlington Heights historic citrus 
greenbelt. 

Cataiya or Catawba 

By Darken A . DeMason 
Professor of Botany, UC Riverside 

Catalpa is a genus of 11 species of 
trees native to North America and Asia 
in the family Bignoniaceae. A number of 
species is cultivated. The name Catalpa is 
apparently a mistranslation from the Indian 
name "Catawba'' for trees known as a tribal 
totem for a nation (Catawba) of Native 
Americans who lived in the Eastern US. 
These species are fast growing deciduous 
trees with large, heart-shaped leaves. Due 
to the large leaves and highly branched 
nature of the canopy, they produce very 
dense shade. Large trumpet-shaped white 
flowers, speckled with magenta, are clus
tered on terminal inflorescences in the late 
spring and produce long, slender, pendant 
(bean-like) pods in late summer. The 
Southern Catalpa (Catalpa bignonioides) 
and Northern Catalpa (Catalpa speciosa) 
are planted extensively outside their native 
ranges as ornamentals. The two species 
look very similar, but C. speciosa is bigger 
and its leaves, flowers and pods are bigger 
than those of C . bignonioides. A species 
native to the West Indies, C. longissima is 
less commonly planted, but has potential 
in the Southern California landscape due to 
its smaller size and adaptation to a warm, 
seasonally dry climate. It has smaller, pink 
to white flowers and narrower leaves. 

Other related trees include Chilopsis 
linearis, the desert catalpa, which is native 
to desert washes of California, Texas and 
Mexico, and XChitalpa tashkentensis, 
an intergeneric hybrid between Catalpa 
bignonioides and Chilopsis linearis. Oddly 
enough, this sterile hybrid from two Ameri
can species was made in Tashkent, Uzbeki
stan and was imported into the U.S. by the 
New York Botanical Garden. Sixteen new 
Catalpa trees were planted by VAF from 
Stuart to Boundary on November 15th. 
See XChitalpa in the Dr, Lewis Garden at 
Jane Street. 



VICTORIA 
Victoria 'Avenue Torever 
6475 Victoria Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92506 
(951)684-0596 

Return Service Requested 

Wor^ (Days 
December 13 
January 24 
February 21 

9:00 a.m. 

Please see front page. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Riverside, CA 
Permit # 193 

3/5/2007 
Darleen & Daniel Strauss Demason 
6380Merlin Dr. 
Riverside CA, 92506 

t i d M . d a . i . i . l t n M n n . i d n u l f n i i u . i h i n i d i i H i H l 

JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE FOREVER 
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preserva-
rion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, VAF has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and in
formed our members about the history and value of the plandngs on the avenue. Present goal is to take cutrings 
and fill in missing 'Ragged Robin' roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to 
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

NAME: PHONE: 

ADDRESS 

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506 

$10.00 Individual $20.00 Family 
$50.00 Sustaining 1 would like to volunteer 

$ for VAF Endowment Fund in honor/memory of 

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, CA 92506 


