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Volunteers Needed at the 
Peter Lewis Garden 

October 25,2008 • 9:00 a.m.- 11:00a.m. 

• Helpful tools marked with your name: • 
• Buckets for mulch, shovels or spades, rakes with metal tines • 

One of the earliest projects of 
Victoria Avenue Forever was the Peter 
Lewis Garden at Victoria and Jane. 
An enormous group of volunteers 
gathered on a Saturday in 1993 to 
plant the entire area, following the 
landscape design of Ric Catron, who 
was with the Park and Recreation 
Department at the time. The entire 
project-the cost of the plants, the ir
rigation system, the installation of the 
decomposed granite paths with metal 
edging strips-was funded by dona
tions from Riversiders. Since then, 
all the maintenance of the garden has 
been performed by VAF volunteers. 

The original design emphasized 
drought-tolerant plants, either from 
California or from other locales with 

Mediterranean climates. For 15 years, 
with one or two exceptions, the plants 
prospered, without fertilizers, without 
insecticides and with only twice-a-
year grooming by volunteers. 

However, it is time to re-evaluate 
the Garden. Some of the plants are too 
old and are not as vigorous as they 
were. Some need to be thinned out 
or divided. Some, by layering or by 
seeding, have cropped up in unwanted 
places and need to be removed. 

A committee of Board members, 
including Lori Yates, Susan McClin-
tock, Dave Roger and Hal Snyder, 
recently evaluated the present state of 
the Lewis Garden. Al l aspects were 
critically examined, and it was de
cided to start the rejuvenation of the 

area with the bed along the Victoria 
Avenue sidewalk. Their recommenda
tions were; 

1 - replant the sulphur flowers 
(40 one-gallon containers, 

2 - remove and replant the Cleve
land sages at the Jane end with a 
lower-growing variety with the same 
color flowers, 

3 - remove the agaves at both 
ends and either divide and replant 
them or replace them with aloes, 

4 - remove the weigelas to im
prove the sight lines to the far side of 
the garden, 

5 - replenish the mulch in the 
entire area to conserve moisture and 
deter weeds. 

Tree Planting 

November 15,2008 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Park on Boundary 

Helpful tools marked with your 
name: Shovels or spades 

T T 

Ten years ago VAF volunteers, in observance of Arbor Day, planted a vari
ety of trees in the median of Victoria Avenue from McAllister to Tyler to Stew
art to Boundary. Ail prospered, until 2006, when an unusual cold snap wiped 
out all the strawberry snowball (Dombeya cacuminum) trees from Stewart to 
Boundary. Another species has been selected and in November you will have a 
chance to plant catalpa trees in this block to replace those that froze. 

(All of the trees originally planted from Stewart to Boundary 
were dedicated as "Memorial Trees", so there are no opportuni
ties from this planting to contribute for a Memorial Tree. Watch 
for other plantings where this may be possible. 



(President's %eport By (Dave %OQer 
Welcome, VAF, to a new year. We have a lot on our agenda. And, of course, everyone's help is needed. 

We have several thousand roses to plant. These are 'Ragged Robin' roses that were grown by the city for 
the Avenue. I f you know of a group who would like to plant some of these (anytime) please let us know. 

We are looking at some re-landscaping of the Lewis Garden at Jane and Victoria. The garden was installed 
fifteen years ago and it needs some rejuvenation. Look for our updates. 

In this newsletter is a taste of what is proposed for the Harrison Garden. Let us know if you have any sug
gestions for this project. 

We have several major projects this year besides our usual plantings and clean-ups. So, again, we can use 
everyone's help. Any time you can give will be greatly appreciated. 

2007 - 2008 
officers 

Dave Roger» President 
Hal Snyder, Treasurer 

Darlene DeMason, 
Recording Secretary 

Erectors 
Ron Bridges 

Ron Burk 
Jim Dudek 

Donna Engelauf 
Dan Hays 

Frank Heyming 
Pete Kallinger 

Gerry Marr 
Susan McClintock 
Jim Montgomery 
Mark Schrocder 
Adam Tlmura 

Pari Weir 
Lori Yates 

Sj)ecia(9rojeas 
Leanne Austin - Computer Files 
Marsha Loveridge - Newsletter 

The VAF board meets at 6:30 on the 
} St Thursday of each month 

(except August). 

Oops! 
Please excuse our typo. On page 1 of the August issue of Ave-
news, we reported planting 100+ one-gallon 'Ragged Robin' 
roses in the medians from Boundary to Millsweet. Heat-
parched volunteers planted some 1800 'Ragged Robins'! 

Victoria 'Avenews 
is published 4 - 6 times a year 

by Victoria Avenue Forever 
at 6475 Victoria Avenue, 

Riverside, CA 92506 

Be sure to drive by Boundary to La Sierra to see how much 
the roses have grown in only five months. 

^Endowment Tund 
Victoria Avenue Forever gratefully acknowledges the following 

recent donations to the Endowment Fund. Thank you! 

In memory of Lethea Rose Robinson 
Mrs. Ruth Wright Susan Wheat 
Jolyne Nichols Vera Hamner 
Mr. & Mrs. William Bonnett, Jr. 

In memory of Dick Ardrey 
Jan & Dwayne Mickelson Joan Hall 
Sandra & John Fay 

In memory of Judge Scott Dales 
Elizabeth Neblett Lalla Neblett 

In memory of Peggy Worlz 
Elizabeth NebleU Lalla Neblett 

In memory of Marguerite Anderson 
Elizabeth Neblett Lalla Neblett 

In memory of Julia Walker 
In memory of Charies Hice 
In memory of Dr. Kenneth Lorenz 
In memory of Karen Miller 
In memory of Bill Drysdale 

Sydney Fast 
Joan & Howard Hall 
Florence Lorenz 
Dorothy Rhodes 
Hal Snyder 
George Ann Leonard 

The Victoria Avenue Forever Endowment Fund has undoubtedly suffered from the 
current slump in the market. However, our investment is a long-term one and as the 
market improves, so will our income. 



garden ^Canned 
at Oiarrison Street 

Some time ago, several trees on the northeast 
comer of Victoria Avenue and Harrison Street had 
to be removed, leaving a very unattractive gap in the 
landscaping along the Avenue. To a number of people 
it seemed like an ideal place to install a garden 
resembling the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden at the other 
end of the Avenue. That way, the many walkers who 
use this area could sit down, rest a bit and enjoy the 
changing seasonal views. 

Fortunately, the V A F board has a member ideally 
suited to designing such a garden-Jim Montgomery, 
landscape architect, who also laid out the VAF*s Lor
raine Small Rose Garden at Myrtle. 

Jim's preliminary design calls for a circular 
planting bed in the center of the plot with a medium-
size tree for some shade. Three decomposed granite 
pathways would lead to this circle from the comers 
of the garden. Another pathway would lead from the 
Victoria Avenue walkway, centered on the tree in the 
circle, and continuing on the other side to a bench 
with a tree on either side. Five other trees would be 
planted in the area to provide vertical interest. 

The landscape plan would also screen the utility 
box on Harrison and provide access for workers tend
ing to the neighboring orange trees that stretch along 
Victoria to Myers Street. 

The next step in the process will be to select the 
species of trees, shmbs and other plants that will go 
in. Watch for further details on this exciting project. 
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Where are the several hundred new orange trees 
that were to be planted along Victoria this summer? 

There have been delays in finalizing the contract. 
Permission must be granted to plant on private 
property along the Avenue. Owners are generally 
very cooperative, but locating absentee owners 
has been difficult, according to Jeff Smith, River
side Public Works. The contract hopefully will be 
ready by late October. In the meantime. City owned 
orange trees along the street have been getting 
trimmed, weeded, and irrigations system upgraded. 

The medians and parkways all look great! 

On Sunday, September 7, Public Works recruited 
18 volunteers to plant 600 more 'Ragged Robins' 
to fill bare spots in the medians near Maude and 
Jane Streets. On Monday, the 15th, volunteers 
recruited by K R C B were scheduled to fill in more 
medians. A thousand roses were set out along the 
drip lines, but a glitch kept all but 6 or 7 volunteers 
away. RPW landscape inspector Kathy Swanson 
reports that the maintenance contractor Azteca was 
called in as an emergency measure to plant the 
remaining roses. This expense comes out of the 
budget for restoring Victoria Avenue's beauty. 

Thousands of roses remain to be planted. 
They are outgrowing their pots, a huge problem for 
the nursery. We will schedule a planting day, week
day or week end at the convenience of any group 
that can bring 20 or more volunteers. These little 
roses are easy to plant. All you need is a shovel and 
a couple of hours to donate. 

Please give us a call! (951) 687-4362 or 
(951) 684-0596. Or e-mail loriyates@att.net 
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE FOREVER 
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preserva
tion and beautificarion of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, VAF has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and in
formed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings 
and fill in missing 'Ragged Robin' roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to 
volunteer for acrivities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

NAME: PHONE: 

ADDRESS 

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506 

$10.00 Individual $20.00 Family 
$50.00 Sustaining I would like to volunteer 

for VAF Endowment Fund in honor/memory of 

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, CA 92506 


