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(^reat turnout]
On May 17, Victoria Avenue Forever
teamed up with K R C B (Keep Riverside
Clean and Beautiful) to take part in a movement called the Great American Cleanup.
The project-to complete planting roses
in the median from Boundary to Cross to
Groveland to Millsweet to L a Sierra-was a
challenge.
With temperatures over 100 degrees
in the forecast, everyone was just a little
unsure whether the daunting task of planting 100-1- (!) one-gallon 'Ragged Robin'
roses and innumerable mini-roses would
get done. With the terrific help of K R C B ' s
outreach and our own V A F volunteers, over
240 eager helpers showed up ready for the
hard work ahead.
The little one-gallon 'Ragged Robin'

roses had been grown from cuttings taken
on the Avenue in December and with the
help of city workers they were laid out in
the four blocks. Volunteers then broke up
into groups to tackle different sections of
the job at the same time. Some adults and
teenagers dug holes, while young children
filled in the holes with plants. Many others
dug and planted in one operation. No matter how it was done, it was done exceptionally well.
All was going along wonderfully until
the roses ran out before reaching the goal.
To everyone's surprise the volunteers stood
by patiently in the heat and waited until a
truck came to deliver more 'Ragged Robin*
roses. The volunteers who came out that
day did such a remarkable job in spite of
the heat. They can feel a great sense of
pride when they travel that section of the
Avenue and see how their hard work has
blossomed into beautiful flowers.
Victoria Avenue Forever would like to
say a special thanks to all the individuals
and groups who made that day so successful, including the Church of Latter Day
Saints Riverside Stake, Boy Scout troop
16 and Cup Scout pack 3, Riverside Police
volunteers, Lincoln High School students
and supervisors.
And one more truly amazing fact-all
this was accomplished in incredible heat in
just a little over T W O H O U R S !

Some of the hot, hard-working volunteers on May 17th.

Message from tfie President

^

Tfave (Rx)ger

This is the end of our year. The Board of Directors does not meet in August and in September
we meet with a new board and officers. Please take time to vote and send us your comments.
Last week end 1 attended a workshop put on by Califomia ReLeaf. We are a member of the
ReLeaf network. The two sessions I attended focused on Marketing and Granting. Both were very
informative and useful. I want to thank ReLeaf for making this possible.
One of the exercises we had was to come up with a sentence, twenty words or less, that would
convey to the public what each of our organizations was all about. 1 struggled with my sentence and
brought this up to the group. (Most of the ReLeaf groups focus on tree planting. We do more than
that.) With their help, the following sentence emerged: "Victoria Avenue Forever is the voice for the
preservation of the Avenue in Riverside".
This conveys much more than our mission statement and it is much shorter. 1 welcome your
comments.
Dave Roger, President

2007 ' 2008

Renaissance Wor£ to
Start Soon

offers
Dave Roger, President
Hal Snyder, Treasurer
Dariene DeMason,
Recording Secretary

Victoria Avenue is extremely excited that over 1 million dollars of restoration work is about to begin along the
Avenue. The passion and knowledge that VAF put into planning the project in conjunction with the City Public Works
Department will restore the Avenue to a grandeur not seen
in many of our lifetimes.
What can we look forward to? A complete overhaul of
the irrigation system in the median will protect our beloved
trees and roses for many years to come. In addition, a high
quality mulch will be spread in the median to suppress
weeds and give it a clean, even look.
One of the most visible improvements will be the planting of over 500 orange trees along the sides of Victoria
Avenue, bringing back its historic look and the wonderful
aroma of orange blossoms. Missing trees in the parkways
will be replaced, extending Victoria Avenue's look into the
future. But the big improvement will be the complete refurbishment of the walking paths, which in turn will lead to a
more enjoyable time on the Avenue for the ever-increasing
number of strollers, joggers, bikers, and dog walkers who
take advantage of this unique urban amenity.
Please be patient as the improvements take some time to
complete, but all this will truly be a renaissance for Victoria
Avenue.

T>iYectors
Ron Burk
Jim Dudek
Donna Engelauf
Dan Hays
Marie Hempy
Pete Kallinger
Geny ManSusan McClintock
Jira Montgomery
Mark Schroeder
Betty Spriggs
AdamUmura
Lori Yates

SpeciaC Projects

Leanne Austin - Computer Files
Rosanna Scott and
Marsha Loveridge - Newsletter
The VAF board meets at 6:30 on the
1st Thursday of each month (except
Victoria 'Avenews
is published 4 - 6 times a year
by Victoria Avenue Forever
at 6475 Victoria Avenue,
Riverside. CA 92506
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!E[ection of (Board of (Directors jor 2008

-2009

Every August VAF members are asked to confirm the membership of the organization's Board
of Directors for the coming year, as required by the by-laws. Please indicate your choices on the ballot below and return as soon as possible since the first meeting of the new board is September 10.
Betty Spriggs is not able to continue serving. Her interest and input are greatly appreciated and
we thank her for her time and contributions.
Three VAF members, Pati Weir. Frank Heyming and Ron Bridges agreed to bring their ideas,
expertise and energy to the board.
Pali Weir is a life-long resident of Riverside. She was a member of the first VAF Board in 1990,
and served as vice-president, treasurer and membership chair. After 27 years of service she has retired from the Riverside Unified School District, most recently at Martin Luther King High School.
Frank Heyming has a long history of service in various organizations. Most recently he served
a two-}ear term as President of the Riverside Land Conservancy. He and his wife, Luci, are Master
Gardeners. Frank is extremely fond of trees and has planted on his home property a veritable forest
of diverse species of trees suitable for our climate.
Ron Bridges, a Riverside native, served in Viet Nam. He is employed by the County of Riverside. Ron enjoys gardening with his wife. Susan, and for some time has joined VAF volunteers at
our various work parties.
Welcome!

Victoria "Avenue (Forever
Officiaf "Baffot
2008 - 200S "Boardof

"Directors

Vote for as manxj as
seventeen directors

Ron Bridges
Ron Burk
Dariene DeMason
Jim Dudek
Donna Engelauf
Dan Hays
Frank Heyming
Pete Kallinger
Gerry Marr
Susan McCtintock
Jim Montgomery
Dave Roger
Mark Schroeder
Hal Snyder
Adam Timura
Pati Weir
Lori Yates

Please return you ballot to the address shown on the reverse before September 10. Thank you.

^ndfawment Tund
Victoria Avenue Forever gratefully acknowledges the following
recent donations to the Endowment Fund. Invested with the Community Foundation of Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, the
income from the fund may be used for needed projects on the Avenue.
In memory of Emily Neblett
Bill & L i z Woodford
Pauline & George Fader
Joan & Howard Hall
Margaret Fletcher
Frances Cunnison
Eleann Hampson
Betsey Hampson Pearson
Elizabeth Stalder
The Widows Group
Sylvia & Boyd Briskin
Margaret Fast

Allyne Milam
Edna Meairs & Ann Leineberg

In memory of Margaret Pitruzzello
Joe & Kathleen Guzzelta
Norm & Annette Perry
Josephine Guzzetta

Charlotte Wyatt
Mr & Mrs. Basil Pafe

Tom & Charlotte Johnson
In memory of William F Buckley
Tom & Matti Obrecht
In memory of Peggy Wortz
Tom & Matti Obrecht
In memory of B. J . Swing
Bill & Josephine Heeres
In memory of Robert Anderson
Elizabeth Hvolboll
In honor of Marie Hempy
Allyne Milam
In memory of Pauline Pond
Margaret Fast
In memory of Dr. Thomas Cotter
Margaret Fast
In memory of Dr. John Sheehy
Margaret Fast
In memory of Wanda Biegel
Auddrey Neblett
In memory of Marguerite Anderson
Bill & Josephine Heeres
In memory of Rosalie Curtis
Bill & Josephine Heeres
In memoryof Clarance Plait
Rosemarie & Richard Francisco
In memeory of Netty Turner
Carolyn Ulrich
In memory of Melvin W. Ulrich
Charlotte Wyatt
In memory of Madleine Stretch
Nadine O'Sullivan
Charles & Elaine Ford
Kathleen & Alan Eckard
Victoria Avenue Forever is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organiztion.
All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the IRS code.

IKddress
"Recfuest
The cost of postage and
paper to print and mail our
newsletter is continuing to increase. By receiving our newsletter via e-mail you can help
control our costs, which will
result in more money being
available to plant more trees on
Victoria Avenue, and we would
also use less paper, which
would mean fewer trees cut
down to make the paper. An email address also allows us to
communicate to our members
quickly, when needed.
For those who wish, we
will continue to make the
newsletter available through
the mail.
To receive the V A F newsletter via e-mail, please contact

Pete Kallinger
951- 522-4556
pkaUinger@gmail.com
Please place V A P in the
subject line and give us your
name, address, and e-mail
address in the body of the message. Please call Pete if you
have any questions.
Note: We will not share email addresses with any other
organization or person. We
respect your right to keep this
information private.

Skyrocketing copper prices led to the

thanks to "June gloom". This year, however,
recent theft of a back flow device at the L e w i s Saturday, June 7 turned out to be stiflingly
Garden. When the irrigation came on, it
hot. Nevertheless, 15 dedicated volunteers
flowed under high pressure and washed out a

turned out with shovels and wheelbarrows

lot of valuable soil and mulch.

to tackle this job. Mulch is important to

In June, Victoria Avenue Forever sent out
to its members an urgent plea to volunteers to
help replace the mulch. Also, when the mulch

conserving soil moisture and reducing the
amount of irrigation water needed.
A n amazing amount of mulch was

was delivered, a good deal of it wound up on

spread, but the heat became increasingly un-

the walkway, blocking easy pedestrian ac-

bearable. After two hours, everyone was told

cess, making the mulch spreading even more

to go home to cool off. The remaining mulch

urgent.

would just have to wait until the weather was

June is normally quite comfortable,

more cooperative.
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Look for dates
in the next
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Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings
and fill in missing * Ragged Robin' roses which frame the trees and larger plants in7the medians.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you e&n become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, C A 92506
$ 10.00 Individual
$20.00 Family
$50.00 Sustaining
I would like to volunteer
$.

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506

