
Victoria ^venews 
Published by Victoria Avenue Forever Volume 16 No. 2 April 2008 

Spring has Sprung! 
Two great chances to 
beautify the Avenue 

Dr. Lewis Garden • Victoria and Jane 
April 12, 2008 • 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Bring cHppers, ioppers, gloves clearly marked with your name 

VAF volunteers in February did a tremendous job clipping back the salvias, lantanas and Mexican mari
golds, but there is still more to do to get the garden ready for the coming flowering season. 
Come and join the fun! 

Everything is coming up roses • Boundary to La Sierra 
May 10, 2008 • 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Bring shovels clearly marked with your name. 

There are THOUSANDS of roses to plant in the four blocks from Boundary to La Sierra. VAF 
usually takes rose cuttings first thing in the morning on a work day and then we plant them di
rectly in the ground. The survival rate is about 50%. Thanks to the Public Works Department, 
we now have rooted roses in pots. The department contracted with a local grower who took the 
cuttings, rooted and potted them. They are now ready to plant before the heat of summer. We need 
everyone's help! 

You may recall that in October 2006, we partnered with Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful 
( K R C B ) on "Make a Difference Day" and initiated the planting of the new areas on the Avenue 
with 80 trees and several hundreds of mini-roses. It was a great success with over 300 volunteers 
turning out. VAF is again partnering with K R C B to plant 'Ragged Robin' roses in the medians 
from Boundary to La Sierra. May 10 is the day set aside as the "Great American Clean Up". It is 
one of K R C B ' s key events. Planting these roses will be part of that activity. We are energized to 
work with them to make their event successful and to complete our obligation to the city to finish 
the new median areas on the Avenue. Be a part of it. Come out and help! 



Message from the President T>aye (Roger 

Spring is busting out all over and Victoria Avenue is the place to see it in Riverside. 

And what do you think of the Avenue? Under the guidance of the Public Works Department, the 
Avenue has made significant advances. It is neater, cleaner, preUier and better maintained than I can ever 
remember. Considerable time was spent just cleaning out the old canes on the roses. I am looking forward 
to some spectacular blooms this spring. Thanks especially go to Kathy Swanson and Jeff Smith with Public 
Works. 

Thanks for the volunteers who planted more new trees on the Avenue in January and March. We will 
be working at the Lewis Garden in April and planting roses in May. So please take note of our up coming 
work days and volunteer to help! 
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Victoria Avenue is Dressed for Spring 
Spring officially arrived on March 20, but driving along Victoria Avenue the 

last several months, one could see it coming. First came the Texas Mountain Lau
rels at La Sierra and then the Saucer Magnolias. 

The flowering peaches soon followed. Some have bloomed, some are now 
blooming, others will bloom later. (VAF has been planting the early blooming va
riety.) The flowering nectarines from Grace to Jefferson followed and the Bradford 
pears from Mary to Washington are beginning to show color. 

The redbuds are in bloom. Don't miss them! A few of them are white-imagine 
that, a white redbud! (How's that for an oxymoron?) Soon will come the crabap-
ples from John to McAllister and the horse chestnuts from Jane to Mary. 

There's no better way to monitor the rebirth of life in the spring than to watch 
the 'Ragged Robin' roses. The annual pruning began at Myrtle and progressed to 
Boundary. The recovery is amazing. Some at the Myrtle end are already puUing out 
blossoms. Just wait! Soon, one of Victoria's signature plants will be something to 
see! 

Spring is here and Victoria Avenue is the place to experience it in color. What a 
great time to be walking, biking, or slowly driving the Avenue. 

The Tour de Riverside is Coming ( ^ ^ ) 
On Saturday, May 17, Victoria Avenue will be inundated with bicycles. 

The Tour de Riverside is a public ride organized by the five Rotary Clubs of 
Riverside for cyclists of varying levels of skill and endurance from nov
ice to hard core. The routes feature Riverside's scenic neighborhoods and 
traUs, including stately Sycamore Canyon. The primary goal is to encour
age bicycling as a safe and viable mode of transportation within the city 
of Riverside. Victoria Avenue Forever is a sponsor of the event and will 
operate a rest stop along the route at the Lewis Garden, offering a cool drink 
to the riders. A portion of the proceeds of this event will be used to develop 
a "preferred routes" interactive web site for bicycling commuters of all ages 
in Riverside. Go to www.rotarybikes.org for more information. 



L 

Endowment Fund 
Victoria Avenue Forever gratefully acknowledges the following 

recent donations to the Endowment Fund. Thank you! 
Marie Cotter 
Bill & Rosemary Bailey 
Bill & Rosemary Bailey 
Bill & Rosemary Bailey 
Bill & Mina Gardner 
Bill & Mina Gardner 
Robert & Louise Anderson 
Sydney Fast 
Marie Cotter 
Frances Gunnison 
Allyne Milam 
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Pafe 
Sydney Fast 
Margaret Fletcher 
Joan & Howard Hall 
Robert & Louise Anderson 
Friends 
Rosie & Rich Francisco 
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Pafe 
Grace Hall 

In memory of Dr. Lincoln Cain 
In memory of Sylvia Hoskins 
In memory of Dr. Peter Van Etten 
In memory of Maxine Frost 
In memory of John W. Best, Jr. 
In memory of Paige Kiyoko 
In memory of Scott Dales 
In memory of Betty Hummell 
In memory of Judge Scott Dales 
In memory of Marguerite Anderson 
In memory of Shirley Wyatt 
In memory of Donald Wilson 
In memory of Peggy Wortz 
In memory of Marguerite Anderson 
In memory of Margaret Findley 
In memory of Donald Wilson 
In memory of Sylvia Hoskins 
In memory of Donald Wilson 
In memory of Peggy Wortz 
In memory of Sylvia Hoskins 

Since 1991 one of VAF's major eiforts has been to replant trees on the Avenue, 
most of them designated as Commemorative Trees in honor or memory of a loved 
one. Even though, as might be expected after all these years, there are fewer spots 
to replace trees, the work goes on. In January and March V A F planted 20 new trees 
including these: 

Early Flowering Peaches • 1/26/08 
Adams to Gratton 

Alden & Barbara McElrath, Jr. 
In memory of Jeannie Bennett White 

Barbara Scher 
In memory of Steve Hillmer 

Irving to Jackson 
Janice Madnick 
50th Anniversary of Pete & Jackie 
King 

Dr. & Mrs. R. N. Gallanes 
In memory of Bea & Joe Zikratch 

Madison to Grace 
Tina Sawa 
Kenny Sawa's Birthday 

Eastern Redbud 'Oklahoma'* 3/1/08 
Jackson to Gibson 

The Renck Family 
In memory of Donna & Joe Renck (4) 

Carl & Donna Renck 
In memory of Edgar Corson 

Virgil & Joanne Merrett 
In memory of Douglas Beals 

Central to Ariington 
Carl & Donna Renck 
In memory of Varis Clyde Smith, Jr. 

Chinese Fringe Tree • 3/1/08 
Gratton to Monroe 

Natalie. Mark, George Ann Leonard 
In memory of James C . Davis 

Crape Myrtle • 3/1/08 
Lincoln to Anna 

Clint & Gerry Man-
In memory of Gordon Lounsbury 

Monroe to Irving 
Carl & Donna Renck 
In memory of Ernie Rees 

E-Mdil Address 
Request 

The cost of postage and 
paper to print and mail our 
newsletter is continuing to 
increase. By receiving our 
newsletter via e-mail you 
can help control our costs, 
which will result in more 
money being available to 
plant more trees on Victoria 
Avenue. As an example, i f 
just 25% of our members 
decided to receive the VAF 
newsletter as an e-mail, we 
would save around $250 
a year. Not only could we 
plant more trees, we would 
also use less paper, which 
would mean fewer trees cut 
down to make the paper. An 
e-mail address also allows 
us to communicate to our 
members quickly, when 
needed. 

For those who wish, we 
will continue to make the 
newsletter available through 
the mail as you have always 
received it. 

To receive the VAF 
newsletter via e-mail, please 
contact Pete Kallinger 

951-522-4556 
pkaninger@gmail.com 

Please place VAF in 
the subject line and give 
us your name, address, and 
e-mail address in the body 
of the message. Please call 
Pete if you have any ques
tions. 

Note: We will not share 
e-mail addresses with any 
other organization or per
son. We respect your right 
to keep this information 
private. 
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JOIN V I C T O R I A AVENUE F O R E V E R 
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preserva
tion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, VAF has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and in
formed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings 
and fill in missing 'Ragged Robin' roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to 
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

NAME: PHONE: 

ADDRESS 

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506 

$10.00 Individual $20.00 Family 
$50.00 Sustaining I would like to volunteer 

for VAF Endowment Fund in honor/memory of 

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, CA 92506 


