Victoria A^ve^news
Published by Victoria Avenue Forever

Volume 15 No. 3

)une 2007

et Involved!
et Involved!
Advocacy
Membership involvelment is
what makes any organization
productive, fun and successful.
Your V A F board needs you to
help carry out the goals we set
at the board retreat in January.
On the light is a list of
some of the specific
tasks that are priorities
for the board, grouped
by categories. A board
member will most
likely be the lead on
each project, so you
will not be alone.
The board of directors cannot
accomplish these tasks alone.
Many of them require expertise
that the board lacks.

So get involved! We need you!
The Avenue needs you;
Contact me at
droger@concentric.net or call
the number on the newsletter
or contact any one of the board
members.

• Review the City's 2025 plan and the overlay to see what impact they may have on Victoria Avenue.
• Research the City's agreements on maintaining the orange
trees in the city right of way and work to promote an agreement
with a vendor that will successfully protect and preserve these
trees.

Education
• Develop the V A F web site into an interactive one that can
recruit members and volunteers and accept donations.
• Help to put together a power point presentation about the avenue that can be shown at various events and to civic groups and
clubs.
• Help update the kiosk and the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden.
• Develop a relevant logo.

Volunteerism
• Help to recruit volunteers for work projects.
• Help with the planning of work day events.

Board Development
• Help put together a board binder that spells out board duties,
responsibilities and organizational policies.
• Help administer the web site, keep it current.

Fund [Raising
• Help increase membership through a membership drive.
• Build the endowment fund to meet our goals.
• Set goals for the endowment fund.

Preserve. Restore and Beautify
• Harrison Street Garden: it needs a design, working drawings,
and installation of irrigadon and plants. Help with any part of it.
The goal is to plant next fall and winter.
• Help with the replanfing of missing trees and roses on the
avenue.
• Help with the completion of the new areas.

Vic-oil.) /Imibi-

Since 1996, Victoria Avenue Forever has distributed a full-color brochure describing some of the highlights of Victoria Avenue, including the
wealth of botanical species to be found in this linear park. More than 57,000 copies
have been given to Riversiders and visitors alike. They are available, free of charge, at the
Visitor's Information Center, libraries, museums. Citrus Park, hotels, and local nurseries.
Because of the planting our volunteers have been doing in the new median strip from Boundary Lane to La Sierra-as well as the loss of Capt. Dammer's horse chestnut-the VAF brochure
needed an update.
Marie Hempy and Brian Brautigam have completely revised and re-designed the brochure
to reflect, among other changes, the addition of four new species of trees which are not to be
found elsewhere on the avenue.
•
-

Cheers for the Volunteers!
Southern California gardening
is unlike any other, as we do most of our planting in
the ''cool months" from October to May. Last October
with over half a mile of new and bare Victoria Avenue
median to landscape from Boundary to La Sierra,
V A F partnered with Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful ( K R C B ) to informally dedicate and celebrate the
improved roadway with speeches, food, balloons, lots
of digging and fun! Some 300 volunteers planted 83
trees and several hundreds of colorful mini-roses, as
well as some traditional 'Ragged Robin' roses.
Plantings continued through the winter. As spring
approached, we arranged to purchase mulch from
All Valley Landscape of Moreno Valley and spread
it among the miniature roses to help conserve water,
cool their roots and prevent weeds. On Saturday, April
14, a dozen dedicated (and very tired) volunteers
spread 20 cubic yards of mulch. That is a fully loaded
dump truck and a monumental task. Thank you to all
who worked so hard that day!
On May 12, a group of UCR students representing Amnesty Internationa! joined us, as did groups
from the Juvenile Work Program (JWP) and from the
Bethel Christian Center. Over 50 volunteers worked
in groups, planting hundreds of mini-roses and moving another 20 yards of compost from large piles to
the flower beds. One group of students from JWP
worked along the street picking up trash and removing
weeds from the parkway. Some of the Bethel students
waved to a passing water truck whose driver oblig-

ingly slowed long enough to give them a brief shower,
bringing whoops of delight from the youngsters.
At the end of the morning, and the season, we hit
a new milestone: planting and mulching an estimated
1300 miniature roses. The intersections of Victoria and
Boundary Lane, Cross Street, Groveland and Millsweet are now flanked with beds of mini-roses, each
intersection a different color. A bed of yellow minis
greets drivers at La Sierra. At Cross Street an oval bed
in the median between the two lanes of Cross Street is
laid out with more than 17 varieties of mini-roses to
resemble an old-fashioned braided rug.
Thank you everyone for making these two days so
wonderful with your hard work. Once again, groups of
adults and young people have enriched our community
with their efforts and become partners in caring for
Victoria Avenue's future vistas.
So far, V A F has spent over $10,500 for trees,
mini-roses, supplies for 'Ragged Robin' cuttings, and
mulch. This is in addition to funds spent by the City
Public Works Department for engineering and work to
prepare the street and the median and for installing irrigation lines for the plantings. Thanks to the city. And
a huge thank you to all the commemorative tree donors
and to our dues-paying members and especially to our
volunteers. It would be hard to put a dollar value on
the many hundreds of hours of labor expended so far.
Everyone who has wielded a shovel is to be congratulated!

Message from the President

Vave'Roger

Another great event! VAF participated with Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful and the City on May
12th for the "Great American Clean Up".
If you happened to drive down Victoria Avenue in-bound from La Sierra, then you noticed how spectacular the new area will look. The median is completely planted with mini-roses, trees and 'Ragged
Robin' roses. The L a Sierra bull-nose is a mass of yellow flowers from the 'Sweet Diana' mini-roses, the
Texas mountain laurel trees were blooming with blue flowers and the 'Ragged Robin' roses added their
special touch.
Now you have an idea what the rest of the new area will eventually look like. We still need to plant
'Ragged Robin' roses in the remaining medians. We are looking for growers of rose cuttings and hof)e to
finish planting them in the fall.
As always, thank you for your support. Victoria Avenue is truly an asset to all Riverside residents.
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We have received many generous contributions to the fund
from our supporters. Thank you!
In memory of Marjorie Montgomery
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Return Service Requested

Your new and
improved VAF
Color Brochure
is enclosed.

3/5/2007
Darleen & Daniel Strauss Demason
6380 Merlin Dr.
Riverside, C A 92506
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JOIN VICTORIA A V E N U E F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings
and fill in missing ''Ragged Robin" roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
PHONE:

NAME:
ADDRESS

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
and mail to 6475 Victoria Averiue, Riverside, C A 92506
$10.00 Individual
$20.00 Family
$50.(X) Sustaining
I would like to volunteer
$.

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside. C A 92506

