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Volunteers Needed! 
Planting Dates Coming Up 

Saturday, April 9, 2005 
Mulch Spreading at Dr. Lewis Garden • 9:00 AM 
Jane and Victoria 

Tools: 
Buckets or 

Garbage Cans 
Wheelbarrows 
Blunt Shovels 

Xjarden Rake; 

Saturday, May 7, 2005 
Tree & Rose Planting • 9:00 AM • Victoria and Myers 
Lons. sleeves recommended. 

Please mark all tools 
w ith \our name. 

Tools:^ 
Spades-

{Pointed Ends) 
Garden Rakes 
Hand Clippers 

Ix)ppers 
Gloves 

On March 5 and 20 VAF volunteers gathered to replace a number of Commemorative Trees which had 
failed. The recent heavy rains made the planting a good deal easier. The VAF Commemorative Tree pro
gram has exceeded everyone's expectations when it began in 1992, even if some of the trees have had to 

be re-planted several times due to the vagaries of weather, irrigation, theft, etc. 
These Commemorative Trees were planted in March: 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald J . Dodd Lynda & Randy Hlubik 
In memory of Gregg A. Mathews In memory of Joseph David Kain 

(Chinese Fringe Tree - Gratton to Monroe) (Redbud ^Oklahoma' - Jackson to Gibson) 

Endowment Fund Continues to Grow 
Victoria Avenue Forever thanks the following for their kind gifts to the Endowment Fund: 

Clara Baccarela 
Don Irving 

Beverly Maloof In memory 
John & Laura Martinez In memory 
Florece & Mac Horowitz In memory 
Rosie & Rich Francisco In memory 
Sydney Fast In memory 
Sydney Fast In memory 
Margaret Fletcher In memory 
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Cotter In memory 

of Emmie Lou Chandler 
of Jill Ann Venegas 
of Kalman Horowitz 
of Dr. Arthur Tumer 
of Burton W. Tilden 
of Doris Budenz 
of Doris Budenz 
of Doris Budenz 



Plaques in Place 
by Hal Snyder 

It took a good deal of time, many phone calls and several false starts, but two bronze plaques are now 
securely installed on boulders at the Victoria Avenue kiosk at Jane Street. They call attention to the 
importance of the Avenue in the history of Riverside. 

Victoria Avenue 
1892 

This seven-mile divided Avenue, from Myrtle Street 
to the City Limits, was planned by Matthew Gage, canal 
builder and developer of Arlington Heights subdivision. 

The onginal planting was supenised by 
Franz P. Hosp, tamed landscape architect. 

Cultural Heritage Landmark No. 8 
City of Ri\e 
Victona Avenue 
Established 1892 

has been placed on the National Register of Historic Places 
20(X) 

National Park Service 
United States Department of the Interior 

Why We Volunteer 
by Charlotte Johnson 

Fifteen years ago my husband Tom and I returned to Riverside after he had 
completed a thirty-year career in the US Air Force. We had been stationed here in 
the mid 70s and fell in love with this southern California town. 

After settling back into our hillside home, we looked for ways to immerse our
selves into this city that we had chosen to make our retirement ht)me. There are so 
many areas of need in any place you might choose to live, and we dabbled for a 
while in several groups before we discovered Victoria Avenue Forever. 

Naturally, Victona Avenue has been here for years and years, but we only real
ly discovered her true t)eauty when we became involved with VAF. Their volun
teers come in all sizes, shapes and ages. They take on the responsibility of upkeep 
and maintenance, along with the contractor employed by the cit\ grooming and 
defending this beloved old street. 

Tom and 1 Find it so rewarding to spend an occasional weekend moming plant
ing rose bush cuttings Irom the 'Ragged Robin' roses or helping to prune, weed and 
mulch some of the areas along the avenue. Sometimes we ha\ big projects such as 
planting several trees, but it all goes well and we usually have a number of youthful 
volunteers to help. 

This avenue gives back to us in so many ways. We feel pride and comfort in 
the beauty and stateiiness of this tree-lined street. Come join us on a work day and 
experience the camaraderie and sense of pride and accomplishment wc experience. 
Volunteers are always welcome. We even offer munchies and drinks to help sustain 
you. Victoria Avenue is a crown jewel among Riverside's many assets and with 
continued support from the volunteers she will ihri\ and remain the grand old lady 
she has become. 
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News Along the Avenue hv Bill Wilkman, President 

V A F goes Cyber! 
In our last newsletter, we posted a request for help in developing a website for Victoria Avenue Forever. Responding 
most generously to our request was long-time V A F member Kurt Gunther. Kurt's business, Mapgistics, provides GIS 
(Geographical Information Systems) mapping services. Mapgistics is located in Riverside and serves an important role in 
Riverside's tech industrial base. Kurt has begun work on the site and will provide all services to create, host, and main-
lain the website for free! A committee of V A F Board members is working with Kurt to bring the project to a successful 
conclusion. Many thanks are due to Kurt for his generous support of VAF. 
Look for our domain name www.VictoriaAvenue.org to be up and running by mid-year. 

Cfilifornia Preservt^tion Conference 
Over the period of May 12 through 15, the California Preservation Foundation will conduct its annua! conference in 
Riverside. Headquartered at the Mission Inn, the conference will include tours, seminars, and a silent auction. Also fea
tured at the Riverside event will be a "mobile workshop" (essentially a seminar conducted from a bus) highlighting 
Arlington Heights and Victoria Avenue. Registration for the four day event costs $260. For more information contact 
CPF by logging onto www.californiapreservation.org or call them at 415-495-0349. 

H 

Old R-iverside Foundation Home Tour 
Step back in time with the Old Riverside Foundation's annual Vintage Home Tour and Restoration Faire on Saturday, 
May 14 from 10 am to 5 pm. Tour unique, one-of-a-kind homes, listen to the stories of their histories and families, and 
browse through the Restoration Faire with booths, craftspersons, suppliers, and artists who focus on restoring and deco
ration your "old" of "new" home. 
For more information contact Nancy Parrish at 951-509-7682, or email her at factsgirl@aol.com 

Riverside's Other Botanic Garden hv Hal Snyder 

Victoria Avenue is many things: a survivor of an 
earlier time, a scenic and ever-changing drive and a 
seven mile long arboretum. At the U C R Botanic 
Gardens Winter Lecture on February 6, Marie Hempy 
and Hal Snyder discussed the origins of the Avenue, 
Franz Hosp's landscape plan, the history of the 
'Ragged Robin' roses and the large number of species 
represented in the plantings-some rare, many seldom 
seen. 

The slide show was also presented to the Granite 
Hil l Gardeners on March 23. I f you would like to 
arrange a talk for a group to which you belong, please 
contact Hal Snyder at 684-0596. 

In preparing for the talk, some interesting and lit
tle-known details about the Avenue turned up: 

The land for the Victoria Bridge, built in 1892, was 
given by Priestly Hall, who had built Rockledge in 
1889 at 2812 Ivy Street. 

Matthew Gage's Arlington Heights subdivision 
began at Arlington Avenue and stretched west to the 
city limits. Two local businessmen, J.H.D. Cox and 
G.O. Newman, gave the Victoria Avenue right-of-way 
between Arlington and Myrtle Street so that Victoria 

could connect with the Victoria Bridge. 
Originally, the bridge was accessed around the west 

side of Victoria Hill on Myrtle Street, which crossed the 
bridge until it merged with High Street. High Street then 
continued north to Eighth Street (University Avenue). 

In about 1906, the Chase Nursery Com.-owners of 
Victoria Hill-gave right-of-way around its east side, 
which extended Victoria Avenue to the bridge. 

Some time later. Myrtle Street north of the bridge 
was renamed Victoria Avenue. So was that part of High 
Street north of its meeting with Myrtle. 

To be continued 

Hal Snyder and Marie Hempy 
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Jane & Victoria 
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Victoria & Myers 

6/21/2004 
Darleen & Daniel Strauss Demason 
6380 Merlin Dr. 
Riverside, CA 92506 
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R 
(Current members wi l l be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preser\-
tion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and 
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to lake cut
tings and fill in missing "Ragged Robin'' roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and 
to volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

N A M E : PHONE: 

A D D R E S S 

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 

$10.00 Individual $20.00 Family 
$50.(30 Sustaining I would like to volunteer 

$ for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of 

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506 


