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Volunteers Needed! 
Planting Dates Coming Up 

Saturday, October 9, 2004 
Rejuvenation of Dr. Lewis Garden 
9:00 A M • Jane and Victoria 

Since the Dr. Lewis Garden was first planted in 1993, some of the plants 
need attention. For example, the rosemary and phlomis are at the end of 
their natural life-span or have layered into unwanted locations and must 
be removed and replanted. Others, such as the barberrry bushes, have 
suffered from the vagaries of the irrigation system (vandalism?) and 
must be replanted. Seedling palms and palo verde trees have proliferat
ed. They must be removed while small and mulched to deter resprouting 
when winter rains come. 

Saturday, November 13, 2004 
Major Tree Planting 
9:00 A M • Madison and Victoria 

The sweetshade trees that V A F volunteers planted in the median between 
Washington and Madison in 1995 did not prosper. Many have died or are 
failing. Whatever the underlying problem, it is clear that this species is 
not suited to that location and must be replaced with a different species. 

Because of the size of the undertaking, we wil l tackle only one-half of the 
block, starting from Madison, which means planting a total of 40 trees, all 
of them previously dedicated by their donors as commemorative trees. 

Please Come Help! 
The job will go much more easily with many willing hands. 

'rcx>ls: 
Shovels (pointed tip) 
Hand Clippers 
Pitch Forks 
Tappers 
Garden Rakes 
HandWeeders 

Please mark all tools 
with your name. 

Tools: 
Shovels (pointed tip) 

Please mark all tools 
with your name. 



Be Alert to Vandalism 
Please see article on next page. 

Personal Note from our New Board Member 
Jennie Humphreys 

Andie Humphreys, 
daughter of Jennie (our new 
board member) and Rick 
Humphreys holds slashed 
sections of irrigation tubing 
left by vandals who 
destroyed drip lines in the 
median near Myers. 

In the summer of 2001 my husband, daughter and 1 decided to leave our rubber 
stamped tract home in favor of our "dream home" on Victoria Avenue. While it was a 
bit overgrown, we saw the potential and decided that we were up to the task. We knew 
that along with our home came the responsibility of caring for and preserving the 
Avenue and promptly joined VAF. Avid gardeners already, we needed to sharpen our 
skills to stay on top of our property as well as the Avenue. Aware that the previous 
owner was a Master Gardener, we went ahead with our long-standing goal of becoming 
Master Gardeners ourselves. We have become so passionate about the Avenue that 
even our daughter understands its vital role in Riverside's heritage. It is our goal to 
educate the community about its beauty, value and importance in the hope of preserv
ing it for generations to come. To quote my five-year-old daughter, "It's important to 
take care of Victoria because it's how we can thank the farmers that planted all of the 
beautiful trees for us!" 

The Humphreys bought the home of professor Robert Patton and his wife Joan. The Pattons 
designed and built the house in 1961, planted lots of trees and lived there until Robert's death a 
few years ago. Joan, a talented writer, now lives near her daughter in Santa Cruz. 

V A F has decided to follow the lead of many organizations 
by including on our address labels the date we last received 
your yearly membership renewal or a contribution to the 
Endowment Fund. Hopefully, this will eliminate any confu-
sicMi or uncertainty that has arisen in the past. In the process of 
making the transition, errors may have been made. If you have 
any questions, please call Hal Snyder at 684-0596 

We ve Got Email! 
Even folks devoted to historic preservation and the wonder

ful landscape of Victoria Avenue are joining the 21st century, 
thanks to new president Bill Wilkman. You are now able to 
reach us at victoriaavenue@aol.coni. 
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News Along the Avenue 

Election liesuits 
Thanks to all who voted. We had a good return of bal

lots and plenty of helpful comments. A l l those board 
members who agreed to serve another term were re-elect
ed, including two candidates who were struck from the 
ballot by mysterious gremlins. A number of write-in votes 
returned Charlotte Johnson and Lori Yates to another 
year of service. Coming back to the board is former City 
Councilmember Rosanna Scott. Our new board member 
is Master Gardener Jennie Humphreys. 

Comments lieceived 
Several members noted issues affecting the Avenue 

between L a Sierra and Van Buren. There are more STOP 
signs now because many drivers speed through that area 
causing serious accidents and many near misses. Residents 
between La Sierra and Boundar>' can look forward soon to 
driving a newly divided, landscaped stretch of Victoria. In 
fact, interested residents will be invited to help! We will 
keep you posted. 

Irrigation repairs and maintenance issues are being 
handled by Excel Landscape Maintenance. If you want 
to report a problem, call Lori Yates at 687-4362 or e-mail 
us at victoriaavenue@aol.com. We will notify the Park & 
Recreation Department. Bicyclists need better mainte
nance of the Victoria bike lane -volunteers could help. 

We wil l follow up on all suggestions of volunteer 
groups to contact. We need lots of help. And many thanks 
to all who offered praise. We appreciate your support. 

by By Ixni Yates 

Update on Signs 
Our thanks to Code Compliance officer Don Hull for 

attending the September 7 board meeting. Don gave us a 
much clearer understanding of the reasons why the City 
has to rewrite the ordinance governing advertising signs 
and notices posted on public property. He understands that 
we are concerned. While Cit} workers cannot take them 
down, apparently it is not illegal for private citizens to 
remove signs that have mushroomed on utility poles, 
walls, trees and even STOP signs. Don observed that more 
"illegal" signs seem to disappear from Victoria Avenue 
than just about anywhere else in the cit>'. Lots of local resi
dents are taking independent action. 

Vandalism Continues 
In August VAF members received our Vandalism Alert 

mailing. The problem of stolen and broken equipment con
tinues. Unfortunately, the first indication of trouble gener
ally comes when the roses or trees begin to show stress 
from lack of water. 

Please help! Routine maintenance of the Avenue's 
landscaping is now performed by Exce l Landscape 
Maintenance. Their trucks display the company name with 
green lettering, The employees wear orange work shirts. 
City trucks and workers are also identified. Others should 
be viewed with suspicion. If you see suspicious activity, 
please call the police at 787-7911. Tr} to get a vehicle 
license number and description if you can do so safely. 
Make note of the location. Do not make contact. 

Gifts to our Endowment Fund 
Victoria Avenue Forever gratefully acknowledges the following kind and generous gifts: 

John & Barbara Beat 
Georgia Randolph 
Jerry & Pat Kelley 
W^illiam & Josephine Heers 
William & Josephine Heers 
Tom & Matti Obrecht 
Tom & Matti Obrecht 
Robert & Nancy Probizanski 
Gail Rennhard 
Tom & Maria Roberts 
Paul & Elayne Lohr 
Charles & Elaine Ford 
Avis & Ken Martin 

In memor>' 
In memory 
In memor>' 
In memory 
In memor> 
In memory 
In memory 
In memory 
In memory 

of Louise Neale 
of Louise Neale 
of Kimberly Ann Ottman 
of J . Dee Lansing, M.D. 
of Rory O'Rourke 
of Howard Sheppard 
of Robert Lyon 
of Dennis Pafe 
of Jim West 

In the June/July issue of the 
Victoria Avenews, the follow
ing donation was inadver
tently left off the list. Our sin-
ceresi apologies. 

Bill & Rcita Dykes 
In memory of Verl & 
Marjorie Hart and Walter & 
Frances Dykes 
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Work Dates 
October 9 * 9AM 

lane & Victoria 

November 13 9AM 
Madison & Victoria 

Darleen & Daniel Strauss Demason 
6380 Merlin Dr. 4. /.-^ / ^ ^ 
Riverside, CA 92506 ' ' 

JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R 
(Current members wil l be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever (VAP^ is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preserva
tion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parlies, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and 
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cut
tings and fill in missing "Ragged Robin'' roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians. 

To find out more about the histor}' of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and 
to volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

N A M E : PHONE: 

A D D R E S S 

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 

$ 10.00 Individual $20.00 Family 
$50.00 Sustaining I would like to volunteer 

$ for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memor>' of 

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506 


