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Along the Avenue
Fireworks!
Our thanks to V A F Board member S y l v i a
Broadbent for that spirited description of the Crape
Myrtles' bright clouds of pink, red and white blooms
bursting over the Victoria Avenue medians. Park &
Rec Urban Forester Dave Roger reports that our late
winter rains that came gently and soaked the ground
were enough to launch this explosion of summer color.
Volunteers
Saturday morning, June 12, fourteen very cheery
\olunteers, including eleven Master Gardeners, gathered at Victoria and Jackson streets to collect and plant
'Ragged Robin" rose cuttings in the medians on both
sides of the intersection. Thanks e\er>bod>!
Illegal Signs
We've had a number of phone calls from dismayed
members wondering why unsightly advertising signs
are being allowed to proliferate along the Avenue, particularly at certain intersections. Normally Code
Enforcement staff have such signs removed within a
day after a resident calls in to report them.
V A F board member, B i l l \A^ilkman pursued the
question through a series of calls to City Hall and
reports that there has been a challenge to the legalit} of
the City's sign codes, and an injunction is in effect forbidding the city to enforce the codes pending a legal
review. The code has been reviewed and found to need

some rewording and the task is in the hands of the Legal
Department staff. Hopefully, the work will be finished
and the corrected code in place and enforced soon.
Thanks for Support
After four very rewarding years as President of the
Board of Directors of \'AF, I am mo\'ing on. It is time for
new leadership, a fresh point of view and a new cnerg) to
keep our stewardship strong. My heartfelt thanks to all of
you who have helped along the way.
Six years ago I joined the Board in order to get more
involved m the plantings - I anticipated lots of pleasant
mornings with dirt) knees, tools in hand, showing youngsters how to select, cut and plant rose cuttings or plant a
tree. There have been lots of days with dirt>' knees. My
thanks to all who \r with us to restore and beautify
Historic Victoria Avenue.
As president, there have been lots of days at City
Hall, too, and a wonderful time spent meeting people and
learning how to work effectively with the \s departments. Council members and so many caring Riverside
residents telephoned or wrote about their concerns, or
appeared at City Council meetings whenever X'ictoria
Avenue was on the agenda. My gratitude to every one.
Please now, give your vole and support to B i l l
Wilkman, candidate for President of the Board of
Directors of Victoria A\enuc Forever for 2004-2005.
B i l l ' s knowledge, dedication and energy are already
working for the preservation of \'ictoria A\.

Did You Notice?
Several months ago the city arranged to ha\'e the flowering peach trees pruned in the blocks between Madison and
Grace, Adams and Gratton, and Irving and Jackson. Unlike fruiting peach trees, the flowering kinds are pruned after
they bloom so that the flowers are not sacrificed. The trees will still have plenty of time to put out nev\ flowering
wood for a good display next spring. The trees look incomparably better! Thanks to Dave Roger, Urban Forester, for
arranging this vital tree-care project.

Major Planting Coming - Help ! ! !

by Hal Snyder

In 1995 V A F undertook a large tree-planting project in the Victoria median between Washington and
Madison. Because this stretch is twice as long as the usual blocks on the Avenue, some 80 trees were
required. Fortunately, volunteer turn-out was very good and it was possible to plant that many trees without
great problems.
Since then, though, it has become obvious that the sweet-shade trees (Hymenosporium flavum) were not
happy. While a few have done well, most have not. Whether the problem is too little water, or too much (It
has been reported that this species is susceptible to root rot), or gophers, who is to say? But the fact remains they need replacing.
A t its last meeting, the board decided to plant a different tree in this block - the catalpa {Catalpa spe ciosa). So, come November this year, 40 catalpa trees will be planted. Helping hands will be needed-lots of
them. Even as we go into the hottest time of the year, it's not loo soon to plan to join in the fun. And if you
can arrange for civic groups church groups. B o y Scout troops or other willing volunteers to show up, pass
the word on to reserve the time.
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Planning Victoria Avenue's Future
VOICES MEARD. C O N C E R N S

REMAIN

Thanks to all VAF members who attended the Citizens
Congress #2 on Saturday July 12, 2004. At this community meeting, the City of Riverside unveiled its soon to be
published draft city plan for the next 20 years. Many people spoke up for the preservation of Victoria Avenue and
the staff heard those comments loud and clear.
I spoke with the Planning Department staff shortly
after the event and they commented on the amount of
interest in Victoria Avenue expressed at the Congress. 1
also went over the VAF Board's position on planning for
Victoria Avenue and the staff fell our position could be
addressed in the draft plan. A written response to the
Board's position statement is expected by early August.
But concerns remain. The extension of Overlook
Parkway is the most significant concern in the plan. The
good news is the City agrees that a specific plan for any
extension should be prepared before any improvements
are built. Further, the staff agrees Overlook should not be

by Bill Wilkman

extended across the Alessandro Arroyo until all improvements are installed to get traffic to the 91 Freeway without
bottlenecks and neighborhood cut-through traffic.
Consideration is even being given to extending Overlook
under Victoria rather than across it. The potentiall> bad
news is, if an underpass does not pencil-out, there could be
a signalized intersection where Overlook crosses. There
could also be signals at any other intersection where intersection traffic would warrant a signal. It is \l that \ ' A F
be directly involved in this signalization issue and any
planning and design work for Overlook Parkway.
The target date for a published draft General Plan is
August 6, 2004. At this point the public will be invited to
review the plan and provide comments as to the changes it
desires. Many people are expected to get involved in this
process, including development interests, property owners,
preservationists, and a number of special interest groups.
It is important that VAF's voice be effective in this comment period. To keep abreast of opportunities for review
and comment, log onto the General Plan web site at
http: www.cbaplanning.com riverside

Federal & State Funds for Victoria Avenue
by Dan Hays

^

Today we assume that truly major expenses required
in efforts to restore or protect the Avenue, such as the
undergrounding of utility lines or extension of w ater lines
to the lateral rights-of-way, will require federal or state
aid. This was not always the case. During the early '90s,
approximately 1M$ was provided by the City's Public
Utilities Department, each year for such purposes. This
resulted over several years in placing all of the utilities
from Harrison St. to Monroe St. underground!
Unfortunatel>, there appears to be no major movement
in City Hall to return to this policy, although some members of the Public ITilities Board have recently expressed
an interest in the consideration of such a policy.
Regarding the background of this overall process, our
first step toward securing non-Riverside financial support
of this type was to achieve recognition of \'ictoria A\e
in the National Register of Historic Places. This is prerequisite for securing funding from granting agencies, both
federal and state.
Basically, funds for purposes of historic restoration
became available as a result of legislation or bond issues.
Sources of information regarding their availability are (a)

bulletins sent to kx:al go\ernmenls, and (b) the publications of organizations promoting historic restoration (in
our case), environmental protection issues, etc. Our
recently appointed Park and Recreation Department
Director, Ralph Nunez, is an expert in obtaining this type
of funding and will help in providing information.
What is our record in regard to such sources of
funds? In 1998 we learned about the Federal
Transportation Equity Act for the Twenty-first Century
(TEA-21) from an article in the publication "Restoration
Action". We applied for funds for use on X'ictoria Avenue
the following year. Two years later we recognized that
state funds might be available for our purposes as a result
of the bond issues that year which resulted in the creation
of The California Heritage Fund. We applied for funds
from this resource. In both cases, despite unanticipated
delays, we are confident of obtaining at least partial
funding of our proposals.
In both cases, a "match" was required to demonstrate
local public interest in the project. This we were able to
provide with the assistance of many VAF members.
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JOIN V I C T O R I A AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified u hen their membership expires)
Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the presena/tion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased
/ plants and trees, organized tree plantmg parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings and fill in missing "Ragged Robin" roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians.
/J
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and
ly to volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
$10.00 Individual
$50.00 Sustaining
$

$20.00 Family
I would like to volunteer

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506

