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by Lori Yates

Yes! The Victoria Avenue Forever Information Kiosk was dedicated before an enthusiastic crowd on Saturday
morning, November 1. 2003. No Halloween pranksters played tricks the night before, the new plantings were finished
and the brass (& bronze) plaques arrived on time. For the first time in 12 days the sun rose in blue skies aflutter with
rapidly dissipating rain clouds, revealing the amazing view of snow on the mountains in place of the smoky orange
horror of wild fires.
Speakers included Frank Schiavone, Mayor pro tem and City Councilman for Ward 4; Councilman E d Adkison.
Ward 5; and Park and Recreation Director Terry Nielsen. Councilmembers Joy Defenbaugh. Ward 3 and Nancy
H a r t Ward 6 were also in attendance. The Why Nots singing group entertained and V A F President Lori Yates served
as Mistress of Ceremonies. V A F board members served light refreshments.
Councilman Schiavone extolled the
recent efforts to preserve and beautify
Historic Victoria, telling the audience about
the new long-range plan for the Avenue.
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Spoke of the deep affection Riversiders have
for Victoria Avenue, its key role in city history, and how the new kiosk fills a need for an
information source for visitors.
The event allowed us to thank the creators of the K i o s k - Past V A F President,
Marie Hempy and son Robert Hempy.
Marie's excellent photography has chronicled
special events and captured the flowering
trees and shady vistas of the Avenue for the
past ten years. The modern photos and much
of the text of the 10 information panels are
hers, with design assistance from Brian
Brautigam. Marie thanked PIP Printing for
printing the 10 large panels and S & W
Plastics for encasing the printed pages in
heavy, vandal-resistant material.
Robert Hempy designed, built and
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Robert Hempy, Zxicharv Hempv and Terry Nielsen Pull the Ribbon
installed the iron structure itself, pickled to
^-^
^simulate the rusty, gently aged appearance. The structure was built off-site. Parks Superintendent Dan Roberts provided trucks and manpower to assist in the move and installation. Rick Englehauf of All-Star Cranes provided and operated a large crane.
Thanks also to James Montgomery who designed the adjacent plantings and West Coast Arborists for donating
the installing the bench. Boy Scouts from L a Sierra Troop 706 and ArlingtonAVoodcrest Troop 90, as well as members of the Woodcrest Christian High School Key Club participated in Saturday work parties to landscape the kiosk
area and to help remove and replace dead plants in the adjacent Dr. Peter Lewis Memorial Garden.

Ad Hoc Committee

by Lori Yates

From the past: "Councilman John Bergin proposed that the portion of the area lying southwest of Madison Street be held in
citrus by agricultural zoning."
"Former Assemblyman John Babbage made a suggestion for the establishment of Victoria Avenue as a city-owned citrus
parkway." The Press and Daily Enterprise, August 10, 1955.
"The present width of 120 feet on Victoria Avenue is attractive now because of the almost uniform flanking of rich green
orange groves. But should these orange trees by removed, the present avenue would appear meager and thin as a show drive. In
order to protect the street, some way should be found for acquiring ...strips (of orange groves) along each side..." Planning consultant Charles H. Cheney, 1929.
Seventy-four years after Mr. Cheney's recommendation, 48 years after Babbage reviewed the idea, the City
Council on Wednesday, November 13, 2003 unanimously voted to accept the new long range plan for Victoria
A\enue, developed through months of work by the Victoria Avenue Ad Hoc Committee convened and chaired b)
Councilman Frank Schiavone. The plan comes too late to save even a \e of man} of the groves. Saving a remnant
of the citrus corridor will be easier now. Restoring orange trees along the road will be more difficult, but we have
important new tools.
The new plan, as previously discussed, will provide new design and
construction standards for houses built on Greenbelt properties adjacent
to \'ictoria There will be limits set on driveways, a minimum of three
rows of citrus along Victoria, new landscape standards at corners and
along side streets and screening of utility \. New tree protection protocols are to be included in the Municipal Code, with procedures spelled
out for responsible departments.
L'ntil the new overlay zone can be developed and adopted, the recommended standards will be required of new development as a matter of
Cit> policy.
The proposed parkway designation is the most complex of the recommendations to implement. It may take several years. We will need to
keep campaigning for its implementation. It is too important to get sidetracked into some dusty file drawer.
Many thanks to Councilmembers Schiavone, Defenbaugh and
Adkison and to all the members of the Ad Hoc Committee.

Plantings Scheduled
Saturdays 9 to 11 a.m.
December 13, 2003 • Adams and Victoria
Tools: Clippers, rakes, shovels, gloves and long sleeves

January 17, 2004 • Jackson and Victoria

2003 - 2004 O F F I C E R S
President: L o r i Yates
IVeasurer: Hal Snyder
Recording Secretary:
Darlene DeMason

DIRECTORS
Sylvia Broadbent
Dan Hays
Marie Hempy
Charlotte Johnson
E d w a r d Mackey
(ierry M a r r
Don Munnecke
M a r k Schroeder
Bill Wilkman

Advisory Board
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Patricia Locke Dawson
Sam K n a p p

Tools; Shovels and rakes

|

Special Projects

February 21, 2004 • Jane and Victoria

|

Tools: Clippers and loppers

'

Leanne Austin - Computer Files
Marsha Loveridge - Newsletter
Dorothy SeidI - Membership

Please mark your tools with your name.

Vicforia Avenews
is published 4 - 6 times a year by ViclDria Avenue Forever
at 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riversitlc, CA 92506

E x Officio:
Dave Roger - Urban Forester
(Responsible for Victoria Ave.)

Commemoratives
Victoria Avenue Forever gratefully acknowledges the following kind
and generous gifts to the Victoria Avenue Endowment Fund.
William & Josephine Heeres

In memor\ of Mildred Veatch
In Memor> of A. Gordon Dill
In memory of Janet L. Scneider
In memor) of F v e h n Gyde
In memor\ of Jill Ann \'enegas
In memory of John A. Herring
In memory of Robert Balow
In memory of Bill \\oods
In memory of Joseph Leighton
In memor> of Joseph Leighton
In memory of Joseph Leighton
In memory of Joseph Leighton
in mcmor} of Ralph R. Bimonle

Mary Dill
Richard C. Schneider
Dr. & Mrs. O. N. Gallanes
John & I^ura Martinez
Tom & Matti Obrecht
Tom & Matti Obrecht
Geraldine W'oods
Gail Fcrman
Frances C^unnison
Mrs. Kenneth Stalder
Mrs. S\dney Fast
Mrs. S\dney Fast

The Victoria A\enue Lndoumcnt Fund, managed b\e Community Foundation, continues to grow, thanks
to the many generous contributions we have recei\ed. The recent performance of the stock market has
resulted in much more favorable rates of return on our investment. IIopefull\s trend will continue.

A large group of VAF volunteers and Master Gardeners turned out on the morning of Xovember 8,
2003 to plant trees in five blocks of \'ictoria. We were able to work down the sizeable back-log of
commemorative trees that had been donated, some of them as long as a \r ago.
tiedbud Oklcihoma'
Virgil, Joanne and Megan Merrett
Tom & Charlotte Johnson & Family
Ann Leonard, Laura & Mork
Mike Scuiletti's Co-workers
Tom & Maria Roberts
Cedbud Oklahoma'
Bill & Terre Thomas

lf»ckson to Gibson
In memor> of Denny Beals
In memor\f Fran Lemire
In memory of Terry Grodecki
In memor\f Lmil> Scuiletti
In memory of James W. Magers
Central to Arlington
In memory of Bett> How ie

Chaste Tree
Ann Leonard
Chaste Tree
Victoria Avenue Forever
Mike & Carolyn Tomas
Richard Nhller & Jo Anne Merrett
The Bridge Group (Two Trees)

• Anna to Horace
In memor> of Elsie Lerce
Jefferson to St. Lawrence
In memory of Ernestine Barrett
In memory of Russell Sebelius
In memory- of Sue Sebelius
In memory of Dick Wadding

Chaste Tree • St. Lawrence to Adams
Dr. & Mrs. R. N. Gallanes
In mrmor> of Patricia Abraham Rich
Ann Leonard, X'irginia Parsons, Clara Gallanes In memory of Elaine Parsons
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Return Service Requested

Planting Dates
December 13
January 17
February 21

JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preser\ation and bcautificalion of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings and fill in missing "Ragged Robin" roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians.
To find out more about the histor\ of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and
to volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail toda\-. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
$ 10.00 Individual
$50.00 Sustaining
$

$20.00 Family
I w ould like to volunteer

for V A F Endow ment Fund in honor/mcmor>' of

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506

