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Scouts Do A Good Deed 
Members of Boy Scout Troop 706, led by Eagle Scout can

didate Rosario Felix, crowned our triple treat with a landscap
ing project at the newly-installed kiosk. They began by measur
ing, cutting and installing edging boards to delineate the various 
areas around the kiosk. Over several succeeding work days they 
spread, leveled and compacted decomposed granite to provide a 
safe walking surface from which to view the informational pan
els. The next step was to dig planting holes for the red-foliage 
barberry (Berberis atropurpurea) bushes. After watering the soil 
over a number of days to make sure it was well moistened, 23 
one-gallon barberries were planted. Wood chips were spread in 
the area where two stones with landmark plaques wil l be 
installed. They finished up by raking and leveling the surround
ing area and by rimming the existing trees and shrubs. 

Drip irrigation was installed by Sun Belt contractors. Even 
though the hottest time of the year is now with us, the plants 
should do well with careful watering. 

Rosario and fellow scouts Carlos Vargas, William Vargas, 
Henry Villeda, Lemuel Felix, Fernando Rivera and Jeffrey 
Ganuza were advised and assisted by Scoutmaster and 
Committee Chairman Felipe Rivera and VAF Board Members 
Don Munnecke and Mark Schroeder. A big T H A N K Y O U to 
Rosario and your crew! 

T h a n k s also to: 

• James Montgomery, landscape architect 
and VAF member, for the landscape design 
and plans. 

• Mr. Liefe of Earth Works, Corona, who 
kindly discounted the cost of the decom
posed granite, delivered it and offered help
ful hints on how best to install it. 

• Parkview Nursery on Jackson for order
ing the barberry plants and selling them to 
V A F at a discount. 



Victoria Avenue Specific Plan Update 

The Ad Hoc Committee met in June to review the hst of proposals. Some of these would require that at least three 
rows of orange trees be planted and maintained along the Avenue, limit the size of driveways, set standards for place
ment and height of houses built near the Avenue and set policies to protect the root zones, trunks and crowns of trees 
along the avenue from construction damage. 

Should the Victoria corridor become a linear park? More funding sources might be available for protecting and pre
serving the Avenue as a park, but the issues are complicated and Parks Director Terry Nielsen continues to research 
them. 

According to Senior Planner Craig Aaron, staff member of the Planning Department, Park and Recreation and other 
departments need to work out the details of how to implement the proposals and draft the document that ultimately w ill 
go before the City Council. 

Two Board Members Seiy "Good-bye" 
Two valued V AF Board members have decided not to stand for re

election. Marge Montgomery for several years took the arduous and time-
consuming task of producing the Victoria Avenews newsletter. B i l l 
Gardner, with his engineering background and experience working with 
the city, could always be counted on for tasks involving construction and 
fabrication. Bi l l was especially helpful in ensuring that the kiosk would 
receive city approval. 

Our sincerest gratitude to both Marge and Bil l for their service and for 
their help in furthering the goals of Victoria Avenue Forever. 

New Board Nominee 
New Board of Directors candidate Bill Wilkman reports that he 

arrived in Riverside in 1971 to take a job with the city Planning 
Department, only to be promptly drafted into the Army! His new job with 
the city was held for his retum, and he worked as a Riverside city planner 
until his retirement earlier this year. 

Bi l l has become increasingly interested in historic preservation and 
worked with Dr. Dan Hays during tJie complicated process that resulted 
in placing the Avenue on the National Register of Historic Places in 2001. 
Bi l l is familiar with the long history of the Avenue and wants to see as 
much of the citrus plantings as possible retained or restored. 

Bi l l enjoys many hobbies and interests including bicycling, birding 
with his wife Diarme and racing his classic British MGC motor car. Bi l l 
and Dianne are also licensed ham radio operators. Diaime is the CEO of 
the Consumer Credit Counseling Service in Riverside. 
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A Busy June 14! 

Invaluable Help! Thanks to all the folks who helped 
us end the planting year with a flourish on Saturday, June 
14. June is so busy, volunteers are very hard to find for 
one project, let alone three! 

Hal Snyder led a stalwart group who planted 5-gallon 
"Ragged Robin" roses donated by Mesa Nursery to 
F I N A L L Y close the illegal drive-way near Jefferson.(See 
story below) 

Another group led by Lori Yates planted more 5-gaL 
Ion roses around utility boxes at Madison and Victoria. 
Riverside Public Utilities installed an irrigation clock and 
provided a drawing so we would know where to plant and 

not block access to the boxes. Park and Recreation staff 
prepared the sites and installed irrigation. This is the first 
planting intended to help conceal utility boxes along the 
Avenue. More boxes are being installed as new houses are 
built and utilities are under-grounded. We expect to work 
with RPU to develop"camouflage landscaping". 

Many thanks to Mesa Nursery for donating the 65 5-
gallon roses that were planted at both locations. The larger 
specimens certainly made a larger impact more immediate
ly than our usual cuttings. 

(For our third project, please see page one.) 

Planting for Safety Sake 

A crew of V A F volunteers and U C R Extension 
Master Gardeners turned out on June 14 to take the first 
steps toward closing the gap in the median plantings near 
Jefferson Street. This project has been in the planning 
stages for several months, prompted by safety concerns 
caused by drivers crossing the median to access the near
by produce stand. 

But it almost didn't happen. Just the afternoon before. 
West Coast Arborists brought in a skip loader to remove 
the piles of mulch which had been dumped to temporarily 
block the gap. Then they brought in new soil to build up 
the berms on both sides. Late that afternoon, after a full 
day in the field, Dave Roger, Urban Forester, was on site 

with a shovel, leveling and widening the berms for the 
roses that would be planted the following day. 

It was not possible to plant the chaste trees in the cen
ter of the median, however. Years ago a railroad had 
crossed Victoria Avenue at this location. The soil was so 
compacted from years of use by heavy equipment that dig
ging in it was impossible. In addition, several inches below 
the surface we found a concrete-like material. Dave Roger 
plans to have a crew come in with augurs to break through 
this stratum so we can plant the trees. In the meantime, we 
have at least alleviated a potential hazard to traffic on 
Victoria Avenue. 
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Return Service Requested 

Please fill out and 
return your ballot. 

T h a n k s 

JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R 
(Current members wi l l be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF^ is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preser\'a-
tion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and 
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cut
tings and fill in missing "Ragged Robin" roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and 
to volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

N A M E ; PHONE: 

A D D R E S S . 

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 

$10.00 Individual $20.00 Family 
$50.00 Sustaining I would like to volunteer 

$ for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of 
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Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506 


