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A Message from the President
by Lori Yates

Kiosk Update
It has arrived! Saturday, May 10, the information
kiosk was finally installed near the Dr. Peter Lewis
Memorial Garden at Victoria and Jane Street.
Just before 9:00 a.m. passers-by were treated to a
parade: first came designer-builder Robert Hempy on
his motorcycle, then the large crane donated and driven
by Rick Engelauf, owner of All-Star Crane Service.
Next came two trucks provided by Riverside Park &
Recreation. One truck cradled the kiosk, which made
the trip laid on its side (too tall to travel standing up).
The chase vehicle carried traffic control signs. (Victoria
outbound between Maude and Jane was temporarily
closed while the crane lifted and moved the roughly
one-ton iron structure, an auger and extra tools).
The installation was a group project. A load of

Guiding Kiosk onto Truck

thanks to Park Maintenance Supervisor Allen Iniechen and
Park Maintenance worker David Tapia who drove the
trucks, handled traffic control, angered holes, and assisted
Robert with the installation. Thanks also to Park Supervisor
Keith Stumpp for coordinating the installation project and
to Parks Superintendent Dan Roberts for approving the
Saturday work hours for men and equipment. Past V A F
President Marie Hempy photographed the event. Other
V A F helpers included Hal Snyder, Mark Schroeder and
Bill Kleese. Engelauf provided and operated the crane. He
also grabbed a shovel and helped to dig holes and mix and
pour concrete for the footings. Thank you Rick! Tools, cool
drinks and Krispy Kremes were provided by yours truly.
Yes the kiosk looks V E R Y ORANGE! The final goal is
a soft, weathered look. The natural rust coating should darken with time. (Continued on page 2)

Guiding Kiosk into New Location

President's Message Continues
Next comes the landscaping. Eagle Scout Candidate Rosario Felix is a member of B S A Troop 706, under
Scoutmaster Felipe Rivera. Landscape Architect Jim Montgomery has donated the landscape design and drawings.
Rosario Felix will lead members of his troop in a project to install the landscaping and repair the paths of the adjacent
Lewis Garden. V A F board member Don Munnecke will coordinate.
Finally, the information panels will be installed. Ten beautifully designed photographic panels chronicle the history,
the trees and plants and the special people who have made Historic Victoria Avenue so beloved. A monument and plaque
designed and donated by the Victoria Avenue Historic Restoration Project will denote the Avenue's status on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Several more of the older Western Redbuds between Jackson and Gibson appear to be dead or dying. This redbud
variety has been criticized because the old seed pods hang in thick dark clusters along the branches all winter and parti)
obscure the spring bloom. Eastern Redbud varieties which have smaller, lighter pods and a cleaner look will be planted
in their place. Our planting projects for next winter are beginning to take form.
Thanks to V A F board members Charlotte Johnson and Mark Schroeder for setting up and tending the V A F display
table at the Great American Cleanup event at Hunter Park on May 17. Charlotte and Mark answered questions and provided brochures to visitors and volunteers at this annual City beautification project organized by Keep Riverside Clean
and Beautiful.

have a Seat...
...on the Board
The election of the V A F Board of Directors for the year 2003 2004 will be held as usual this coming August, which is just around the
comer.
Victoria Avenue Forever since 1990 has relied upon its Board for
guidance in how to best achieve the organization's goals of "preserving
and beautifying" V i c t o r i a Avenue. E v e r y V A F project-the
Commemorative Tree program, the Dr. Lewis Garden, the Lorraine
Small Rose Garden, publication of the colorful guide to the Avenue, the
Endowment Fund, the Kiosk-was the result of an idea generated by a
member of the Board.
You, too, can help carry forward the mission of VAF. New ideas
and new perspectives are always needed and welcomed. Won't you
consider submitting your name for nomination to the Board? Just call
Lori Yates at 687-4362. Or let one of the other board members know
about your interest
The Board meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 6:30 p.m., generally concluding by 8:00.
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Ad Hoc Cominittee Report
T h e ad hoc committee convened by Ward 4
Councilman Frank Schiavone to update the Victoria
Avenue Specific Plan continues to meet and study
options for preserving and maintaining a citrus corridor,
protecting the Avenue's trees and setting appropriate
standards for development and construction along the
Avenue. The committee is also looking at how to make
the best use of the existing pathways and trail easements for the benefit of recreational walkers, joggers
and bicyclists, and possibly equestrians.
The committee has toured the Avenue together by
bus, stopping to study problem areas and discuss
improvements. An incidental benefit of the tour was
quickly forthcoming-the long asphalt path was swept

clean for the first time in a long time. There is a sidewalk-sized street-sweeper available. (Some glitch
fouled up the sweeping and the path maintenance was
never rescheduled.)
The committee is exploring the possibility of making Victoria Avenue a linear park.
Possible grants and other revenue sources for future
restoration and improvement projects are also under
discussion.
Do you have any suggestions? Please let Lori Yates
know. (2642 Martinez Lane, 92503 or 687-4362) Or
pass them along to City Council members Schiavone,
Joy Diffenbaugh or Ed Adkison.

Planting to Close the Gap
The long delayed project to plant the cross-over in
the median west of Jeiferson, originally scheduled for
January and then May will finally take place (we
hope) on June 14. Four chaste trees (Vitex agnus-castus) and a sizeable number of Ragged Robin roses
will be planted to close this long standing gap in the
median landscaping. The more volunteers who chip in
to help, the more quickly will go the work.

June 14, 2003
9:00 a.m.
Victoria Avenue and Jefferson Street
Tools; Shovels marked with your name

Commemorative Update
Victoria Avenue Forever gratefully acknowledges the following kind and generous
gifts to the Victoria Avenue Endowment Fund.
John and Janet Gless
Elaine Carman and Natalie Ringlund
The Nebletts (Emily, Lalla, and Betty)
Ronald and Louisa Buroker
Liz and Bill Woodford
Mrs. Sydney Fast
Tom and Mattie Obrecht
Tom and Mattie Obrecht
Elizabeth Hvolboll

In memory of Dr. Robert Zweig
In memory of Dr. George Zentmyer
In memory of Marilyn Buroker
In memory of Harold M. Fagin
In memory of Allan Alter
In memory of Richard Wadding
In memory of Matt Frost
For Marie Hempy's birthday
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Planting Date
June 14, 2003
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Victoria & Jefferson
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings and fill in missing "Ragged Robin" roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians.
To fmd out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and
to volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
$10.00 Individual
$50.00 Sustaining
$

$20.00 Family
I would like to volunteer

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, CA 92506

