Victoria Avenews
Published by Victoria Avenue Forever

Volume II No. 2

April/May 2 0 0 3

A Message from the President
by Lori Yates

Spring

2003

Introducing Charlotte Johnson, new member of
the Victoria Avenue Forever Board of Directors.
Charlotte Johnson and husband Tom have been volunteering at VAF workdays for several years. Chariotte,
a certified Master Gardener, was born and raised in
Montana. She remembers that, as a tiny child, she
adored the landlady's fragrant hedge of yellow roses.
She not only took time to smell the roses, she liked to
nap under them!
Charlotte was working for Kaiser Industries
'^Permanente) in Berkeley as Administrative
Assistant to the president and studying at U.C. Berkeley
when she met Tom, an Air Force pilot flying transports
out of Travis A F B . They married in 1964.
Some seventeen transfers over the next 26 years
sent them to England, Spain, and bases all over the U.S.
Chariotte and Tom both spent a year studying Chinese at
the Foreign Service Institute in Rosslyn, VA.
Tom was assigned to March A F B in 1972 and they
purchased a home in Riverside, as secure "anchor" for
their two young sons. Tom retired from the Air Force in
1992. Both are busy and active in the community.

Thank You, Thank You!
T h e National Charity League, Inc. sponsors the
Ticktockers-a community-service oriented organization of teen giris and their moms. The Ticktockers have
been volunteering with us on our monthly work days for
neariy two years now. They are a great help, and fun to
be around. A shortage of tools and gloves has been a
constant problem. Not all of our volunteers come from

homes with garden tools in the garage, and for some, rose
and tree plantings and Lewis Garden pruning parties are
their first garden experience.
In February, the National Charity League donated $500
to Victoria Avenue Forever for the purchase of tools and
equipment. Possible purchases were discussed at the March
board meeting. We want to make the most of this generous
donation, so we are seeking discounts from vendors as we
go. We now have enough gloves, both cotton and leather in
men's and women's sizes to outfit a crowd. Fifteen pairs of
good Corona by-pass pruners will go a long way to keeping
willing hands busy.
Future purchases may include long-handled pruners
(ioppers) and some shovels. Thank you National Chanty
League and all the great Ticktocker volunteers.
Just for the record, we do have a good supply of trowels
and, thanks to VAF Board member Bill Gardner, we have a
supply of fine hand-made wooden dibbles sized just right to
poke narrow planting holes for rose cuttings.
What are we missing? Our blue and white Victoria Avenue
Forever banner! On January' 11 we set it up near Jefferson
and then broke up in groups to plant bare root trees. The
banner disappeared. Any clues?

Saucer Magnolias replaced.....again.
Three small Magnolia soulangiana, the very pretty
"orchid" trees that bloom in winter, disappeared sometime
in the past few months, again.
Sneaky tree thieves sometimes take advantage of recent
plantings and steal new little flowering trees from the
Victoria Avenue median. The flowering peaches between
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(see page 3)

At last! The kiosk Srows!
About four years ago Victoria Avenue Forever set out to
build an information kiosk for The Avenue. After original
sketches were made, Robert Hempy came up with a model
of the project. When we asked the city for permission to
build the structure, they asked that we submit engineering
drawings. For neariy two years we tried to find someone
to do these drawings. It was not until B i l l Gardner joined
our board, that we finally had drawings and the permission
to go ahead. Graphics were next and Brian Braudgam came
to our rescue. Last summer he and project coordinator
Marie Hempy worked to produce ten informative and colorful panels. Then the construcrion began. O f course, minor
changes had to be worked out, but as you can see, it won't
be long until our kiosk is in place
at last!
Robert Hempy prepares to weld the roof.

Alex takes a hand inthe welding.

A l e x Hempy, Robert's nephew,
hands him a tool.

A view of the roof from the roof!

Watch for the dedication date!

Ad lioc Committee tieport
The November/December 2002 issue of Victoria
Avenews carried a detailed story of the planned development of new homes at Victoria and Anna Streets.
VAF, the Victoria Avenue Historic Preservation Group
and many concemed local residents struggled to impose
special conditions that would allow construction, yet
minimize the negative impact on Historic Victoria
Avenue and nearby residents.
After many meetings, often coordinated by Ward 4
Councilman Frank Schiavone, and an appeal to the City
Council, the builder agreed to several conditions:
• A minimum of three rows of orange trees to be left
along the Avenue
• A block wall along the property line screened by
trees and shrubs
• Several restrictions on building height and setbacks

These conditions provide a starting point to develop
specific requirements for any future construction along
Victoria Avenue. The Victoria Avenue Specific Plan
hopefully will help preserve Victoria's historic trees and
the orange blossom corridor Riversiders have enjoyed
for the last 110 years.
Councilmembers Schiavone, Joy Diffenbaugh, Ed
Adkison, representatives of V A F and VAHRP and other
concerned residents will meet over the next several
weeks and hopefully produce a good working document
as another tool to preserve the Avenue.
Please send your suggestions and concerns to me, Lori
A Yates, 2642 Martinez Lane, Riverside, CA 92503. Or
call me at (909) 687-4362.

Spring Clean-Up a Success!
It is amazing what a group of enthusiastic volunteers
can accomplish in just two hours! The huge pile of clippings that accumulated along the bike trail near the Dr.
Lewis Garden on February 8 was evidence of that. A
group of V A F volunteers, Ticktockers and their moms
and Master Gardeners, armed with clippers, tackled the
lantanas, the budleias, and the fountain grasses, cutting
them back to encourage new blooming wood for later in
the year
The most demanding job, however, was removing
the large clumps of Mexican sage which every year grow
out over half of the bike trail. The original plants not
only had increased in diameter, but they had layered and

seeded, increasing the number of clumps. After much
digging the clumps were removed and replaced with a
new variety-'Santa Barbara'-which will not grow as tall,
but will have the same purple flowers that everyone so
admires.
Because the Mexican marigolds and the Euphorbia
biglandulosa were still in flower, it was decided to leave
them for another month and cut them back on March 15,
our regularly scheduled work day. However, at 8:00 on
that day it started to rain and rain hard. The following
Saturday these plants were pruned, so the garden is now
ready for the rest of the year

Brochures R,e-Printed - Again
The Board has ordered another 10,000 copies of the full-color Victoria Avenue brochure to be distributed free at the
Visitor Information Center, libraries, hotels, and nurseries. Since the first printing, 35,000 copies have been given out to
acquaint Riversiders and visitors with the history of the Avenue and the myriad plant species that grow and bloom along
it. And hopefully, some of these people will join VAF!

Commemorative Update

by Hal Snyder
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Many thanks to the following donors for their support of the long-term goals of the Endowment Fund:
Josephine & Bill Heeres
Josephine & Bill Heeres
Josephine & Bill Heeres
Dr & Mrs. Robert Duncanson
Margaret Fast
David & Helen Hill
Kay Cline
Hal Snyder
Mary Humboldt and Bob Buster
Mary Humboldt and Bob Buster
Joan Fujii & Family &
Kazue Muramoto & Family
Tad & Marilyn Dunagan
Mrs. Sydney Fast
Stan & Nancy Tilton

In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In

memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory

of Russ Sebelius
of Eileen Griffith
of Tom Beardsley
of Robert Holstein
of Dr. Donald Schlotten
of Frances Lamb
of Ernestine Barrett
of Emestine Barrett
of Emestine Barrett
of Glyna Blacksten

In
In
In
In

memory of Robert Zweig
honor of Shirley Wind
memory of Dr. George Zentmyer
memory of Dorothy M. Hanson

Victoria Avenue Forever welcomes the following new members who
jtwish to help "preserve, beautify and protect" Victoria Avenue:
Kurt & Maria Gunther
Alice Edna Coil

Jean H. Wong
Jerniifer Merchant

Tree Planting Date
May 24,2003
Rose and Tree Planting
Victoria and Adams at 9:00 a.m.
Equipment: Hand clippers, Ioppers, shovels, long sleeves, gloves.
Mark tools with your name.
In addition to planting rose cuttings, we w i l l plant several chaste trees
(Vitex agnus-casus) in the gap in the median of Victoria between Jefferson
and St. Lawrence. O f late, drivers have been using this gap to cross from one
lane of Victoria to the other, posing a significant safety risk.

At last! The kiosk grows!
About four years ago Victoria Avenue Forever set out to
build an information kiosk for The Avenue. After original
sketches were made, Robert Hempy came up with a model
of the project. When we asked the city for permission to
build the structure, they asked that we submit engineering
drawings. For nearly two years we tried to find someone
to do these drawings. It was not until B i l l Gardner joined
our board, that we finally had drawings and the permission
to go ahead. Graphics were next and Brian Brautigam came
to our rescue. Last summer he and project coordinator
Marie Hempy worked to produce ten informative and colorful panels. Then the construction began. O f course, minor
changes had to be worked out, but as you can see, it won't
be long until our kiosk is in place
at last!
Robert Hempy prepares to weld the roof.

A l e x takes a hand inthe welding.

A l e x Hempy, Robert's nephew,
hands him a tool.

A view of the roof
from the roof!

Watch for the dedication date!
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May 24, 2003
Rose and Tree Planting
Victoria & Adams at 9:00 a.m.

JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings and fill in missing "Ragged Robin" roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to fmd out how you can become a member, and
to volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
$10.00 Individual
$50.00 Sustaining
$

$20.00 Family
1 would like to volunteer

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506

