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A Message from the President 
Happy New Year! 

by Lori Yates 

Miignolm Surprise 
New Year's Day came with an unexpected bonus. The 
flowering saucer Magnolias, M. soulangiana, opened 
their first buds weeks early. Lucky passersby on Victoria 
between Myrtle and Central, and Gibson to Van Buren, 
were treated to a display of large fuzzy, golden buds and 
dramatic pink and white flowers. 

The early bloom caught us all by surprise - Park and 
Rec staff tries to get the Ragged Robin roses pruned 
before the flowers open, to provide the best viewing. No 
vandals attacked the trees this year, perhaps caught off 
guard by the early flowering. The powerful Santa Ana 
winds thinned the blooms, but didn't hurt the trees. 

Eyes on the Peaches, Please 
Chances are the early heat will bring on early blooms on 
the flowering peach and nectarine trees as well. Please 
travel the Avenue often in the coming weeks, enjoy the 
bursts of color among the many trees still dormant and 
be a part of our "Eyes on the Avenue" program. 

Remember that thieves don't just steal flowers, they 
do lasting damage to the trees. They may strike under 
the cover of darkness in the early morning or evening, 
or they may boldly masquerade as legitimate tree trim
mers in broad daylight. Sun Belt Landscape & 
Maintenance employees will be pruning roses, remov
ing weeds and generally tidying up, but they don't prune 
trees while they are in bloom! Please report any suspi
cious behavior by calling the police at 787-7911. 
Provide as much information as you can to the dispatch
er, but don't intervene yourself. 

Soaked but More Needed 
Three inches of rain acted as a tonic to all the plants, 
soaking through the mulch and into the soil to refresh 
them. However, it wasn't enough to recharge the ground 
water. Will the wet El Nino predictions come to pass? 

Members' Survey 
Thanks to all who look the time to vote and return your bal
lots approving this year's slate of officers and board mem
bers. Special thanks to those who filled out the question
naire about the Avenue and your concerns and vision for its 
future. The questions were based on some used during the 
Mayor's Vision Planning surveys and apparently caught the 
interest of many of our members. 

Here are the questions and a summary of the most com
mon responses: 
1. What do you like best about Victoria Avenue? Beauty, 
trees and shrubs, flowering median, scenic attributes, chang
ing beauty of the seasons, feeling of times past, tranquility, 
serenity, peacefulness, no big buildings, preservation and 
beautification efforts of volunteers. 
2. What do you worry about most regarding Victoria 
Avenue? Traffic, traffic congestion, vandals, loss of trees to 
disease, slop signs, drivers who speed, development, houses, 
stop lights, loss of beauty and serenity, rezoning, loss of the 
Greenbelt, lack of funding. 
3. What Improvements do you think we should work on 
for the future? Maintain and enhance plantings, keep 
recruiting volunteers, replace dying trees and continue 
undergrounding utilities, prevent stop lights, insist on three 
rows of orange trees to buffer developments or nurseries, 
improve irrigation and maintenance, plan for more bloom
ing shrubs and low plants for year-round color, save the 
Greenbelt. 
4. What are the most important issues currently facing 
Victoria Avenue? Development pressures, traffic, zoning 
issues, loss of eucalyptus and peppers, more houses, build
ings with no setback. Keep agriculture, grow food-not hous
es, require orange trees and citrus along the Avenue. 

More ideas? Send them to Victoria Avenue Forever, 
6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506. Attention; Lori 
Yates. Thank you. 

Please see planting dates on page 3 



Special Thanks 
The recording secretary for our Board of Directors, Pat Fenton, has resigned. Pat and her husband, 

Dave, are preparing for retirement and plan to divide their time between western Colorado and the 
Coachella Valley. Pat is a "can-do" lady who spotted our group out working on the Avenue one Saturday 
and simply went home for shovel and gloves, came back and asked to join us. She soon took on the secre
tary's job and has been a valuable and much appreciated board member. Pat, best wishes to you and Dave, 
and thanks for all your help and hospitality. 

Preparing the renewal notices each quarter is a big job: folding the notices, stuffing the envelopes with 
the letters and the return envelopes, affixing the mailing labels and the postage stamps. Fortunately, 
Dorothy SeidI, a dedicated volunteer, has undertaken this task for the past several years. Many thanks, 
Dorothy. Great job! 

And thanks to Marsha Loveridge for coming to our rescue in preparing our newsletters for the printer. 

VICTORIA 
2700fl| 

It's a Sign - Just for You 
Colorful historic Victoria Avenue signs are now available for sale 

through the Riverside Visitor Center, 3750 University Avenue, Suite 
175. The Center is actually on the pedestrian mall directly across 
from the UCR California Museum of Photography. 

Staff member Pam Seinturier reports that the blue signs cost 
$85.00 and are produced by the City sign shop. They usually arrive 
within a week to ten days. They may be personalized with a name 
and number of your choosing. 

The neighborhood identification signs are also available. They 
may be personalized as well, and come in two sizes. The prices are 
$50.00 and $65.00. For more information please drop in at the 
Vistitor Center between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. any day except 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
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Winter Planting Season 

Two more dates have been set for working on 
the Avenue. As always, the more volunteers we 
have, the more we can accomplish. So, mark 
your calenders and join the fun on one, or even 
both days. 

February 8, 2003 
Winter/Spring Clean Up 
Dr. Peter Lewis Garden 
Victoria and Jane at 9:00 a.m. 
Equipment: Hand cl ippers, long sleeves, 

gloves. Mark tools with your name. 

It's time for a clean up of the park. The lan-
tana defmiteiy needs to be cut back to keep it in 
bounds, as does the l ion's tai l . The Mexican 
marigolds are still blooming their heads off, but 
they must be cut back to force new growth for 
next winter's bloom. There even may be some 
planting to do. It's a big job and lots of willing 
hands are needed! Don ' t worry i f you are a 
novice gardener-ways to tackle each plant wi l l 
be demonstrated. 

March 15, 2003 
Tree Planting 
Victoria and Maude at 9:00 a.m. 
Equipment: Shovels, hand clippers and lop-

pers. Mark tools with your name. 

E v e r y year in March , V A F observes 
California Arbor Day with tree planting. This 
year the focus is on replacing trees in several 
blocks which, for one reason or another, did not 
make it: Moreton bay chestnuts oetween Horace 
and Maude, red-flowering gums (Eucalyptus fici -
folia) between Maude and Jane and crape myrtles 
between Mary and Washington. 

Celebration of Trees - March 8 
On March 8, California Arbor Day, Victoria Avenue Forever wil l have an informational booth at the 
annual Riverside Celebrates Trees event sponsored by Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful. 

Along with a photo display highlighting the trees on Victoria Avenue and a supply of color 
brochures, V A F volunteers wi l l be on hand to answer questions about the Avenue, as well as to pro
mote the aims and activities of our organization. 

Plans are to plant 100 to 125 street trees on Magnolia Avenue in the Ariington area. Following the 
planting there wil l be a fair featuring tree-related exhibits and entertainment. 

Events begin at 9:00 A.M . in the parking lot of Loew's at Magnolia and Harrison. Join us! 



A Change of Plans Works Out 
In the last newsletter the call went out for volunteers to meet on Saturday, January 11 to plant chaste trees and 

roses in the gap in the median between Jefferson and St. Lawrence. However^ the city-wide damage done by the fierce 
Santa Ana winds earlier in the month had prevented Park and Recreation crews from preparing the area for planting. 

The City was able, however, to engage West Coast Arborists on very short notice to remove a number of flowering 
peaches in the median which had gone over due to the winds. Luckily, the nurseries had also that week just received 
their shipments of bare root trees. \  *  

So, when a sizable group of volunteers, including a contingent of Ticktockers, their moms and a number of Master 
Gardeners, arrived eager to plant, they were sent out to plant Commemorative Trees. 

The Commemorative Tree program is a true success story. Since VAF started the program in 1991, almost every 
one of the trees that have been planted has been donated and planted in memory of a loved one or to mark a special 
occasion. But now that the median trees are almost complete, the opportunities to plant a dedicated tree are fewer and 
fewer. Some donors have waited more than a year for their tree to be planted. Fortunately, the nine flowering peaches 
planted on January 11 have cleared this backlog. Thank you to the following donors for being so patient. 

Flowering Peaches Planted lanuary II, 2 0 0 3 

Between Adams drnl Gratton Streets 

Friends of Dorotha Taylor In memory of Dorotha Taylor 
The Bridge Group (2 trees) In memory of Roy Hord > 
Don and Marilyn Harris -^^" r y Eldv.a T^-lxr 

Between Irxing arni lackson Streets 

Friends . : ' / V : • In memory of Lucy Lutes 
Bonnie Wann ' In memory of Margaret Tavaglione 
Chadotte and Tom Johnson In memory of Phyllis Loper 

Between Madison and Grace Streets 

Chariotte and Tom Johnson In memory of Robert LaSalle 

On December 14, 2002, a chaste tree was planted on the Avenue to coincide 
more closely with the anniversary of the death of the dedicatee. 

The Gonsier and Gil Families In memory of Veronica Geneva Gil 

Victoria Avenue Forever welcomes the following new members 
who wish to help "preserve, beautify and protect" Victoria Avenue. 

Bev Hedin Georgianne Raftery 
Barbara Singletary Betty J. Swoffer 
C-Ann & Robert Rodriguez 



Commemorative Update 
by Sylvia Broadbent 

The Victoria Avenue Endowment Fund now stands at nearly $30,000. As soon as the kiosk is completed, 
installed in place and landscaped, another transfer of funds from the treasury will increase this sum significantly. 
Now if the stock market would improve, the amount on deposit with the Community Foundation would grow 
more. In the first three quarters of 2002, the funds managed by the Foundation declined by 7.9%, compared with 
the S & P 500's decline of 28.2%. 

Many thanks to the following donors for their support of the long-term goals of the Endowment Fund: 

Dr. and Mrs. O.N. Galianes 
Dr. and Mrs. O.N. Galianes 
Houston N. Moore 
Ray and Marilyn Harris 
Ray and Marilyn Harris 
The Woolings-Bjomstad Family 
Betty J . Swoffer 
Georgie Rafferty 
Mary Humboldt and Bob Buster 
William and Josephone Heeres 

In memory of Sue Patricia Sebelius 
In memory of Tom Taniguchi 
In memory of Houston Cage 
In memory of Roy Hord 
In memory of Wayne Vickers 
In memory of Robert Soules 
In memory of John Edward Newstead 
In memory of Barbara Mackey 
In memory of Ed Brookshier 
In memory of George Osborne 

Treasurer's Report for 
• ' by Hal Snyder 

Beginning balance on January 1,2002: $14,700.55 

Contributions: 
Membership (renewals and new members) 6,400.00 
Endowment Fund 9,935.00 
Commemorative Trees 475.00 
T Shirt sales , 10.00 

Total Credits: $16,820.00 

Expenses 
Plantings (supplies, plants, pruning) 2,301.05 
Newsletter (printing, postage) 2,068.10 
Transfers to Endowment Fund 5,630.00 
Kiosk (partial construction, panels 3,872.56 
Office Supplies 162.06 
Fund Raising (membership renewal) 271.88 
Meeting Place (rent) 90.00 
Community Outreach (green flyers) 142.80 

Total Expenses $14, 533.45 

Ending balance as of December 31,2002 $16,987.10 
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Return Service Requested 

Planting Dates 

February 8, 2003 
Winter/Spring Clean-up 
Lewis Garden 
Victoria and Jane 

March 15, 2003 
Tree Planting 
Victoria and Maude 

JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE FOREVER 
(Current members wi l l be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preserva
tion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fund raisers and membership support, V A F has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and 
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. Present goal is to take cut
tings and fill in missing "Ragged Robin" roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians. 

To fmd out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and 
to volunteer for activities, please fil l in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

A D D R E S S 

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 

N A M E : P H O N E : 

$10.00 Individual 
$50.00 Sustaining 

$20.00 Family 
I would like to volunteer 

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of 

Please mail to Victoria Avenue Forever • 6475 Victoria Avenue • Riverside, C A 92506 


