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A Message from the President 
by Lori Yates 

The Kiosk Is Coming! 
The new information kiosk is in the final stages of construction. After many months of hard work, 

all ten panels of pictures and information about the history, plants and people of Victoria Avenue have been 
designed, created and printed. The structure is nearing completion, and we expect to install it soon. 

Marie Hempy, long-time member and past-president of the VAF Board of Directors, has contrib
uted hundreds of hours of work, including many outstanding old and new photographs, producing a dis
play that is both artful and informative. Robert Hempy, the creator of the graceful rose arch at the Myrtle 
Street end of the Lorraine Small Rose Garden on Victoria, is the designer and creator of the Victorian-
styled, five-sided kiosk. The compact metal structure is designed to tuck neatly into the landscaping next 
to the bicycle/walking/jogging path just a few yards from the Lewis Garden. 

When completed, you will receive an invitation to a public dedication ceremony at the Lewis Gar
den on the comer of Victoria Avenue and Jane Street. There will be refreshments and live entertainment. A 
short program will follow, with Mayor Ron Loveridge, Parks & Recreation Director Terry Nielsen and 
VAF co-founder Hal Snyder, offering brief celebratory remarks. Watch for the date! 

Planting Dates: 
On October 12 beginning at 9:00 am we will spruce up the Lewis Garden on Jane and Victoria and 

prepare for the kiosk's placement by pruning, planting, cleaning. Bring shovel, clippers, long sleeves and 
gloves. Let's make the garden gorgeous for the coming beautiful kiosk. 

On November 9 at 9:00 am we will meet at the Lewis Garden to finish up for the kiosk. Some of us 
will go farther down the Avenue and plant rose cuttings. Bring clippers, trowels, long sleeves and gloves. 

Our Heartfelt Thanks.... 
...to West Coast Arborists and area manager Charlie Wilson for sending their water truck, week-

after-week, since June, to water young, drought-stricken Southern Magnolia, Bauhinia (orchid tree) and 
other small ornamental trees on the inbound frontages of the Avenue between Van Buren Blvd. and Jackson 
Street. They did this as a community service, at no cost to the City or to VAF. 

...to the young people of the Juvenile Work Program, led by adult supervisors Aggie Zamora and 
Mark McElwee. JWP's hard-working teens meticulously cleaned the roadside between busy Van Buren ' 
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Blvd. and Jackson Street. They removed trash and weeds and basined the trees so that they could be 
watered. Their hard work resulted in thirty or so trash piles along the edge of the road. Meeting their 
required community service hours has helped Victoria Avenue tremendously. The JWP group also spread 
mulch in the median, a back-breaking, dirty task. 

...to the staff of Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful, who contacted CR & R Trash Haulers, who 
sent a truck and crew to pick up the trash and trimmings—another company donating time to the commu
nity. VAF has been very fortunate to have the support of so many great groups. 

Historic Trees Lost to Drought, Disease 
and Pests 

As all who drive the Avenue can see, the towering Red Gum 
Eucalyptus that grow in several areas along the Avenue have been 
losing the battle with the Red Gum Lerp Psyllid. Other Eucalyptus 
species have also been affected. Even those trees still receiving water 
from adjacent orange groves have been hurt. 

An expensive experimental injection treatment, authorized by 
the Park and Recreation Dept. and paid for by Victoria Avenue For
ever, was tried on two blocks of trees in early summer, 2000. There 
seemed to be a slight temporary benefit, at least on the trees being 
irrigated. But because of the doubtful outcome, we felt it was not 
economical to repeat this treatment. However, now the dying trees 
are becoming a safety hazard and have required attention. 

A number of the Pepper trees also have grown old and infirm 
and dangerous, and huge limbs can unexpectedly fall. 

Al l of the trees on the Avenue frontages were given a health-
and-safety check-up by tree expert Dr. Fred Roth in 2001, and it was 
determined that approximately 120 trees, many of them planted when 
the Avenue was built in the 1890s, must be removed. This has been a 
painful necessity, and for many of us, each tree reduced to a sun
baked pile of sawdust has been heart-breaking. 

We couldn't prevent the loss, but we can and will replant. We've 
lost some trees, but not all of the wonderful urban arboretum that is 
Victoria Avenue. 
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The Victoria Avenue Historic Restoration Project (aka Victoria Avenue Without Wires) has made a 
series of grant applications for funds to underground utilities, to restore irrigation along the frontages from 
Adams to Harrison Streets, and to replant frontage trees. Much of the work has been funded, or will be 
soon. We're looking forward to assisting our "sister" group, however we can. 



Thoughts from Your Editor 
by Marge Montgomery 

I'd like to share some observations made on the anniversary of 9/11, a dreadful day for all of us. 
Re-living the terrible shock and drama of the day on television and in the newspapers has made me 
realize that as a nation, as a people, as members of VAF, we have spent a year working to preserve our 
heritage. We at VAF have planted roses and trees along our historic Avenue and made sure that they 
were watered and tended. 

I remember a year ago the surprise of seeing large red, white and blue ribbons and bows around 
many of the large, old trees along the Avenue. I appreciated the dedication of the lady and her daughter 
who did this. It also occurred to me that these old trees have seen so much. They were there when the 
U.S. lived through the Spanish-American War, the worldwide flu epidemic, votes for women, Worid War 
I and I I , the Cold War and Korean conflict and Vietnam and Desert Storm! Oh, if they could only talk! 

Well, let us use our talent and energy to spruce up the lovely Avenue! 

Two Workdays coming up: 

C E L E B R A T E COLUMBUS DAY BY CLEANING UP THE LEWIS GARDEN! 

Saturday, October 12,9:00 am 

Meet at the garden on the corner of Jane and Victoria at 9:00 a.m. 
on October 12. Bring tools and help get the garden spruced up for 
the dedication of the Kiosk to soon be installed! 

Saturday, November 9, 9:00 am 

Meet at Victoria and Jane at 9:00 a.m. on November 9. Bring tools for 
planting. The Lewis Garden will need last-minute re-planting, along 
with the site preparation for the kiosk. New plants to be installed nearby. 
Some wonderful VAF volunteers will start planting 'Ragged Robin' roses 
where they are missing in the median. 

For all work days, bring some clippers, loppers, shovels, rakes. And be 
sure to wear sturdy long-sleeved shirts and long pants and boots if you have 
them. Sturdy gloves are necessary. 

We will have some treats available and always water! these will be fun days, and 
the Spirit of America will sing in your veins! Honestly! 



Planting News 

Talk About a Busman's Holiday "̂̂ "̂ ^̂  
VAF members John Michael Curtis and his father John have a landscaping business and a large 

garden of their own to tend. As if he didn't have enough to do, John Michael recently volunteered to 
tidy up the Dr. Lewis Garden. He pruned a large, errant branch on one of the Mexican Palo Verde trees 
which was hanging too low and interfering with other plants. And that's a super-nasty job. The thorns 
on this tree will pierce the stoutest of gloves. John also pruned the low-hanging branches on both 
Chitalpas in the garden, removed a Melaleuca tree which had gone over, clipped other plants back to 
shape them, and tidied up all the paths. VAF thanks dedicated volunteers like the Curtis family! 

It will Soon Be Time to Plant 
The thermometer outside may read up to 112 degrees, but the light has begun to change, signal

ling the coming of Fall. And that means it is time to start planning our planting work days. There will 
be, of course, 'Ragged Robin' roses and a few trees to plant, but also some things in the Lewis Garden. 
Come help on October 12 and November 9 at 9:00 am. Meet at Jane and Victoria. Bring cleanup 
tools and planting tools. Wear long sleeves and gloves. Enjoy the gardening camaraderie! 

Any ideas? For example, the Westringia bushes in the bed along the bike path have gotten way 
out of control. Have any of you had good luck with cutting them way back? Or, should they just be 
yanked and replaced, either with more Westringias or with something new? And then, the Mexican Sage 
bushes grow so big that they hang out over the bike trail, as well as obscuring the flowering plants in the 
back of the garden. We have been told that a new dwarf cultivar (4 feet) has been introduced to the 
market. Would it be a good idea to plant those instead? 

Also, when we had several Melaleuca trees removed because they had fallen over (probably 
from too much water), the wall and houses to the north came into plain view. What should we plant-
more Melaleucas (provided we can correct the water situation), or something else? Any suggestions? 

Please let us know your suggestions with regard to these matters, or to any others that need 
attention. Just call (684-05%) or write (VAF, 6475 Victoria Ave., Riverside, CA 92506). 

Hope You Didn't Miss this Floral Wonder! 
There are several tall bushes (over 6 feet) at the north end of the Dr. Peter M. Lewis Garden 

along the bicycle path. They bloom in September with dark rose or magenta flowers. Recently one of 
them put on an outstanding display! Unfortunately, the blossoms don't last long, so hope you didn't miss 
the show. 

These hardy bloomers are Leucophyllum frutescens, or Texas Ranger, a native of the southwest 
and northern Mexico. It requires good drainage and little water, and tolerates heat, wind and alkaline 
soil. It will grow 6 to 8 feet tall and also that wide, or it can be clipped to form a hedge. The species 
has grey leaves, but there is also a cultivar with green leaves, 'Green Cloud.' Take your pick, but it is a 
plant which should be seen more often in Riverside gardens. 
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Talk About a Busman's Holiday 
VAF members John Michael Curtis and his father John have a landscaping business and a large 

garden of their own to tend. As if he didn't have enough to do, John Michael recently volunteered to 
tidy up the Dr. Lewis Garden. He pruned a large, errant branch on one of the Mexican Palo Verde trees 
which was hanging too low and interfering with other plants. And that's a super-nasty job. The thorns 
on this tree will pierce the stoutest of gloves. John also pruned the low-hanging branches on both 
Chitalpas in the garden, removed a Melaleuca tree which had gone over, clipped other plants back to 
shape them, and tidied up all the paths. VAF thanks dedicated volunteers like the Curtis family! 

It will Soon Be Time to Plant 
The thermometer outside may read up to 112 degrees, but the light has begun to change, signal

ling the coming of Fall. And that means it is time to start planning our planting work days. There will 
be, of course, 'Ragged Robin' roses and a few trees to plant, but also some things in the Lewis Garden. 
Come help on October 12 and November 9 at 9:00 am. Meet at Jane and Victoria. Bring cleanup 
tools and planting tools. Wear long sleeves and gloves. Enjoy the gardening camaraderie! 

Any ideas? For example, the Westringia bushes in the bed along the bike path have gotten way 
out of control. Have any of you had good luck with cutting them way back? Or, should they just be 
yanked and replaced, either with more Westringias or with something new? And then, the Mexican Sage 
bushes grow so big that they hang out over the bike trail, as well as obscuring the flowering plants in the 
back of the garden. We have been told that a new dwarf cultivar (4 feet) has been introduced to the 
market. Would it be a good idea to plant those instead? 

Also, when we had several Melaleuca trees removed because they had fallen over (probably 
from too much water), the wall and houses to the north came into plain view. What should we plant-
more Melaleucas (provided we can correct the water situation), or something else? Any suggestions? 

Please let us know your suggestions with regard to these matters, or to any others that need 
attention. Just call (684-0596) or write (VAF, 6475 Victoria Ave., Riverside, CA 92506). 

Hope You Didn't Miss this Floral Wonder! 
There are several tall bushes (over 6 feet) at the north end of the Dr. Peter M. Lewis Garden 

along the bicycle path. They bloom in September with dark rose or magenta flowers. Recently one of 
them put on an outstanding display! Unfortunately, the blossoms don't last long, so hope you didn't miss 
the show. 

These hardy bloomers are Leucophyllum frutescens, or Texas Ranger, a native of the southwest 
and northern Mexico. It requires good drainage and little water, and tolerates heat, wind and alkaline 
soil. It will grow 6 to 8 feet tall and also that wide, or it can be clipped to form a hedge. The species 
has grey leaves, but there is also a cultivar with green leaves, 'Green Cloud.' Take your pick, but it is a 
plant which should be seen more often in Riverside gardens. 



Anna Street to Lincoln, Another Development Project: 
Your Help Needed! by Dan Hays 

The site of this development is one of the few remaining original groves close to the downtown 
area. It is on the inbound lane, extending from Anna Street to within one lot of Lincoln, where it crosses 
Victoria Avenue. Many years ago the border row of Mexican Fan Palms and Peppers was largely replaced 
by a row of citrus in this area, although this would seem contrary to all past and present plans for Victoria 
Avenue. The details of how this happened are unknown. 

The current developer plans to include ten houses on this tract (price $600,000 and up), and essen
tially remove the grove. An internal gated street will be used (only one) entering Victoria between Anna 
and Lincoln. An undisclosed number of these units will be two-story, including some directly abutting 
Victoria Avenue. Because of the steep grade on the north side of the Avenue, these houses will be ten or 
twelve feet taller than they would be if placed on the other side of the Avenue. The number of rows of 
citrus to remain on the border of the Avenue is left to the discretion of the developer. (VAF prefers 3 rows 
of orange trees.) 

Several aspects of this plan are strenuously opposed by representatives of Victoria Avenue Forever, 
the Victoria Avenue Historic Restoration Project, and all adjacent neighborhood groups. These objections 
were presented at a meeting of the City Planning Commission on this proposal on August 22. Despite this 
opposition, the plan was approved by a wide margin by the Commission. 

At the request of the same groups, this proposal will come before the Riverside City Council on 
October 1 at 3:00 p.m. We believe that we have a good chance to modify the proposal if we make all our 
voices heard. 

We hope that every member of Victoria Avenue Forever will be in the audience. We have enough 
willing speakers, but believe that a show of opposition by large numbers attending will be necessary to 
curtail the most objectionable aspects of this proposal. 

Specifically, we oppose (a) the presence of large, two-story buildings directly on Victoria Avenue, 
and (b) the lack of the specified three rows of citrus as a buffer zone along the Avenue, particularly since 
there are no street trees in that area. Your comments would be appreciated. Please contact Dan Hays (782-
8884). 

Annual Election Ballot Enclosed 
VAF must have an annual election according to our bylaws. Most members of the present Board of 

Directors who are eligible have agreed to serve another term. Two changes are: Leanne Austin has asked 
to be moved to our Advisory Board, and Rosanna Scott needs time off. We hope both members will have 
time to be active Board Members again soon. Please mark the ballot on the last page, fold over on the 
dotted lines and mail to Victoria Avenue Forever as soon as you can. For several reasons this Newsletter 
has been delayed, so our election is past the required date. We'd appreciate your cooperation in mailing it to 
us ASAP. Thanks! We need your input! 



Nominations and Election Ballot for 2002-2003 
Board of Directors 

Vietoria Avenue Forever 
I approve the slate of officers and directors for Victoria Avenue Forever for 2001-2002. 

I would like to nominate 
Please have permission of nominee 

(Fold) 

VAF Directors 

President; Lori Yates 
Treasurer; Hal Snyder 
Recording Secretary; PatFenton 

Advisory Board; Leanne Austin 
Patricia Locke Dawson 
Sam Knapp 

Board Members; 

Sylvia Broadbent 
Darieen DeMason 
Bil l Gardner 
Dan Hays 
Marie Hempy 

Ed Mackey 
Gerry Man-
Marge Montgomery 
Don Munnecke 
Mark Schroeder 

Ex-officio: Dave Roger - Urban Forester 

Return address: (Members only please--Vote, Fold, Tape, Stamp, and Mail) 

Please place 
postage 
stamp here 

Victoria Avenue Forever 
6475 Victoria Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92506 

The VAF Board njcets;; 
the first Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 pm i 
at the home of the Re-
cor<iing Secretary at 
2569 Stonegate Dr. 
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Planting Days 
October 12, 9:00 AM - cleaning 
up the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden. 
Meet at Jane St. & Victoria. 
Bring clippers, loppers, shovels 

November 9, 9:00 AM - Plant
ing Kiosk area and rose cut
tings where needed. Meet at 
Jane St. & Victoria. Bring 
clippers, trowels, long sleeves 

H E L P DECIDE VICTORIA AVENUE'S FUTURE 

Suggestions for the organization 

What do you like best about the Avenue? 

What do you worry about most regarding Victoria? 

What improvements do you think we should work on for the future? 

What are the two most important issues currently facing Victoria Ave.? 


