
Victoria Avenews 
Published by Viotoria Avenue Forever Volume XO No* 3 , Apr i l and May^ 2 0 0 X 

A Message from the President 
by Lori Yates 

It's Spring! And It's Coming Up Roses and Redbuds! 

PlantingS" 
On Saturday, March 16, ten volunteers planted Ragged Robin roses near Monroe Street and then 

moved on to plant Eastern Redbuds {Cercis canadensis ''Oklahoma") between Jackson and Gibson Streets. 
These trees replace a few Western Redbuds (Cercis occidentalis) which have died in recent years. Western 
Redbuds bloom a deep, soft pink, but they flower along stems heavily swagged with last year's blackened 
seedpods. The "Oklahomas" are real stand-outs—bright purple-red blooms covering every branch and 
twig. Their seedpods do not seem to hang on, and thus w i l l present a tidier appearance than the Western 
Redbuds, but still display bright and feathery color in spring. 

Next planting day wi l l be May 11. No Apr i l planting day is scheduled. 

Good News! 
For the first time in several years, the Saucer Magnolias on Victoria between Myrtle and Central 

Avenue, and between Gibson Street and Van Buren Boulevard, bloomed undisturbed by thieves and van
dals. We were able to enjoy their elegant long stems cloaked in huge white and lavender blossoms. The 
lovely peach blossoms also were not seriously vandalized this year. It seems that our "Eyes on the Avenue" 
campaign was successful! 

Particular thanks go to Sun-Belt Landscape and Maintenance, the company contracted to care for 
Victoria Avenue, for pruning the roses early to give the flowering trees center stage. Thanks also to the 
Riverside Police Department for patrol car and helicopter vigilance, to Royal Knight Security Co, for 
donating special dog patrols, and to the Rangers of Riverside Park and Recreation Department, all of 
whom acted as partners in our "Eyes on the Avenue" campaign. Thanks also to the board members who 
patrolled and other citizens who watched out for the blossoms along the Avenue this year. It all worked! 

The Kiosk... 
After thre& years of planning and preparation, the new Information Kiosk is under construction. 

Featuring a \^ctorian-styled gazebo roof of hand-crafted iron shingles on an airy frame with open sides, the 
Kiosk wi l l house 10 panels of information and displays. The panels wi l l tell the history of Victoria Avenue, 
identify the trees and shrubs landscaping the Avenue, and credit the many people who have contributed to 
its creation and preservation. 

(See next page for more news from the President) 



President's Message (continued from page 1) 

The Kiosk has been designed and is being built by Robert Hempy, the metal craftsman and artisan 
who created the graceful rose arbor in the Lorraine Small Rose Garden at Victoria and Myrtle. 

In June, 1902, the newly created and landscaped Victoria Avenue was deeded to the City of River
side with the stipulation that the trees were to be maintained and protected. It seems appropriate, then, to 
dedicate the new Kiosk in celebration of the 100th anniversary of this lovely gift to Riverside. 

On Saturday morning,. June 8, 2002, the Kiosk dedication and celebration w i l l be held adjacent to 
the Dr. Peter Lewis memorial garden at Victoria and Jane Street. 

Miscellaneous News hy Hal Snvder 

T V Taping Rescheduled--
Contrary to what Dan Bernstein reported in a recent newspaper 

colimin, Huell Howser did not visit Victoria Avenue when he was in 
Riverside recently to film for his popular P B S television series. Since 
the "Ragged Robin" roses had just been pruned, it seemed best to delay 
the taping until they were in full bloom. Keep tuned for further news. 
Mr. Howser wants to do a segment on Victoria Avenue, but he wants to 
make sure that it is at its most photogenic. 

At last, It's Going to Bloom! 
Several years ago, Victoria Avenue Forever volunteers planted 

a group of Sapphire Dragon trees {Paulownia kawakamii) in the park
way of Victoria Avenue on the outbound side, about halfway between 
Maude and Jane Streets. 

These trees were planted in memory of Dale Fike, former board 
member of V A F and well-known local landscape designer. One of these 
seldom-planted trees is showing a lot of buds. What wi l l the flowers 
look like? How big w i l l they be, and what color? Be sure to check 
from time to time. Don't miss the show! 

A Dazzling Splash of Yellow 
Every year in March, four trees at the Dr. Lewis Garden at 

Victoria and Jane burst into bloom with an eye-catching display of bril
liant yellow flowers. People always ask, "What are those glorious trees?" 
A s k y o u r nurseryman for Golden Trumpet Tree {Tabebuia 
chrysotrichd). 
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Planting News 

by Hal Snyder 
A Successful Planting Day 

In spile of the small number of volunteers who turned out for the planting on March 16, those who 
arrived came armed with great enthusiasm. After planting 19 1-gallon "Ragged Robin" roses between 
Gratton and Monroe, the group moved to Jackson to plant 8 15-gallon "Oklahoma" redbuds (Cercis 
canadensis ''Oklahoma"), Six of the trees planted were replacement trees. For some reason, even though 
we are having more success in saving the trees from vandalism in most areas of the Avenue, we have 
experienced some problems with the trees between Jackson and Gibson, This area seems to suffer more 
from theft, vandalism and other vicissitudes. Two were memorial trees that had been donated almost a year 
ago. The donors and those in whose names the trees were dedicated are: 

Carl and Donna Renck In memory of Anita Mazzetti 
Adriaens, Owen, Hartigan Ramsy and Montgomery Families In memory of Brett McNamara 

April: NO A F S i L F L A N T i N G DAY I S S C H E D U L E D because of the 
many plant sales and garden tours planned by Riverside horticultural organi
zations in April. 

May: N E X T P L A N T I N G IS MAY U , 8:45 A M . Meet at the Peter Lewis 
Garden at Jane Street and Victoria to take rose cuttings. Bring clippers, 
loppers if you have them, trowels for planting, and gloves. Long sleeves are 
a good idea too, for protection from thorns. 

June: S A V E J U N E 8, 2002 for something very special, a celebration of the 
new kiosk being built for the area north of the Peter Lewis Garden at Jane 
Street. City dignitaries will join Victoria Avenue Forever in the dedication. 
More in next issue. f ) 

Spring Planting Dates 



by Darleen A. DeMason 
Professor of Botany 
University of California, Riverside 

Chinese Fringe Tree -Chionanthus retusus 

Chinese Fringe Tree {Chionanthus retusus) is a member of the Oleaceae or olive family, which 
possesses a number of other ornamental flowering shrubs and trees, including olive, lilac, privet, jasmine 
and forsythia. The scientific name is a compound word from the Greek "chion" meaning snow, and "anthos" 
meaning flower. And an apt name it is, because in the spring the tree is a virtual snowstorm of flowers in 
full bloom! 

The Chinese Fringe Tree is a multi-stemmed shrub that can be trained into a single-stemmed tree, 
reaching about 20 feet in height. The leaves are simple, opposite and ovate, with a distinct tip that is often 
a notch. They are thin but leathery with a glossy upper surface. Bright yellow-green leaves sprout with the 
flowers in the spring and are deciduous in the winter. The abundant flowers are clustered in loose inflores
cences at the tips of branches. Each flower possesses four small fused sepals, four strap-shaped white 
petals fused at their bases, two stamens fused to the petals and a central pair of fused carpels. These narrow 
strap-shaped petals provide the tree with the "fringe" of its common name. The fruits are wrinkled, oblong 
berries that look very much like small, bluish-purple olives with a large, central stony pit. They persist on 
the trees during the winter and provide added color to the canopy. 

1 he Chinese Fnnge Tree is well adapted to inland southern California since it requires summer heat 
and some winter frosts. It does best in well-drained soils. You can see this tree in the median strip of 
Victoria Avenue between Gratton and Monroe and between Tyler and Steward. Go see these trees in early 
Apri l when they should be in full bloom. 

Did You Know? (The value of benefits of each tree is $111 per year in this example.) 
From the Center for Urban Forest Research, Pacific Southwest Research Station, U S D A Forest Service, Davis, California 

A lai^e front yard tree can provide the following benefits each year: 

1. Saves $29 in summertime air conditioning by shading the building and cooling the air (250 kWh), about 9% of a typical 
residential building's total annual air conditioning cost. (Assuming the tree is west of the residence where it provides maxi
mum shading benefit....) 

2. Absorbs 10 lbs. of air pollutants, including 4 lbs. of ozone and 3 lbs. of particulates. (The value of pollutant uptake by the tree 
is $45 using the kx;al market price of emission reduction credits. Uptake of NOx by the tree (1.07 lb.) is equnalent to NOx 
emitted by a typical car driven 188 miles...) 

3. Intercepts 760 gal. of rainfall in its crown, thereby reducing runoff of polluted stormwater and flooding. (Valued at $6 based 
on local expenditures for water quality management and flood control...) 

4. Cleans 330 lbs. of C 0 2 (90 Ibs.C) from the atmosphere through direct sequestration in the tree's wood and reduced power 
plant emissions due to ccx>ling energy sa\. (The \'alue is $5 assuming the California Energy Commission's price of $30 
per ton. This tree reduces the same amount of atmosphenc C 0 2 as released by a typical car dnven 388 miles...) 

5. Adds about 17c to the sales price of the property or about $25 each year when annualized over a 40-year period.... 

Tree Talk 



V I C T O R I A A V E N U E F O R E V E R T H A N K S T H E F O L L O W I N G F O R T H E I R G E N E R O U S G I F T S T O 
T H E Victoria Avenue Endowment Fund. 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Zweig 
Steve and Maria Jones 
Victoria Women Golfers 
Marion and Margaret Hammarlund 
Jerry and Patricia Kelley 
Margaret Fletcher 

In memory of Lewis Pope 
In memory of Lewis Pope 
In memory of Alvena Schreck 
In memory of Dr. Sid Cantwell 
In memory of Kimberly Ann Ottman 
In memory of Olive Heyde 

In Memory of Connie Burke Miller 
\^ctoria Avenue Forever has received additional gifts to the Victoria Avenue Endowment Fund from the 
following kind friends. 

K i m Sweetnam 
Audrey Limon 
Sandra Thomas 

Dr. and Mrs. Scheerer 
Joan and Bob Cudney 

Arthur and Patricia Miller 
Mary Jemegan 

In Memory of Robert Zweig, M.D. 
Victoria Avenue Forever lost a long-time supporter recently with the passing of Dr. Robert Zweig. His 
family asked that gifts in his memory be directed to Victoria Avenue Forever. A s one friend put it, she 
was making her gift "in memory of that wonderful doctor, Robert Zweig, who had such vision for our 
community." Our condolences to the Zweig family. 

Gordon and Deborah Lounsbury 
J . Giles Waines 
Richard and Carole Stadelbacher 
Kay Cline 
Phil andArlene Til lman 
Hugh and Janet Nicks 
Gai l Rennhard 
Michelle Yost 
Mr. and Mrs. Travis White 
Pauline and John DeWitte 
Sydney Fast 
Sherman Babcock 
Laura M . Elliott 
Dorothy Leeper 
Abbie Dickey 
Rosanna Scott 
Fara Francis 

Margaret Fast 
Dr. and Mrs. James Cooper 
Lou and Adelle Beck 
Norma Barricelli 
Monika Ittig 
Barbara A . Jones 
Jennifer Womack 
Edith Coleman 
Dr. and Mrs. Tom Cotter 
Peggy Green 
Dr. and Mrs. Wil l iam Junkert 
Mrs. Alberta J . Hardesty 
Letty Pope 
George and Pauline Fader 
Ernestine Baaett 
Dellaurs Hocking 
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Planting Days 

Vacation in Apr i l ! 

May 11,8:45 A M - M e e t at Jane 
and Victor ia-Bring clippers, 
loppers, gloves, long sleeves. 

June 8—Special Celebration 

Darken <& Daniel Strauss 
Demason 
6380 Merlin Dr. 
Riverside. CA 92506 

JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE FOREVER 
(Current members wi l l be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and 
beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A ^ » s purchased plants and 
trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our 
members about the history and value of the plantings on the Avenue. Present goal is to take cuttings and f i l l in 
missing "Ragged Robin" roses which frame the trees and larger plants in the medians. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and Uy 
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

N A M E : P H O N E : , 

A D D R E S S : 

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 
and maU to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, C A 92506 

$10.00 Individual $20.00 Family 
$50.00 Sustaining I would like to volunteer 

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of 


