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A Message from the President
Ragged Robin Roundup — Roses by the Mile
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The colorful rose hedges that line the median of Victoria Avenue have been pretty thin in many blocks in
recent years. Replanting them has been a slow and painstaking process of growing new plants from cuttings taken
from the old bushes.
On Saturday, October 27, 2001, Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) and Keep Riverside Clean & Beautiful
( K R C B ) joined to celebrate National Make a Difference Day by planting roses.
Some 95 volunteers representing 15 organizations met near Pathway Christian Church on Victoria. Groups
of energetic workers cut, prepared and planted hundreds of rose canes, restoring hedges along both sides of the
median for nearly two miles, from Jane to Jefferson. They were led and assisted by VAF Board members and
volunteers from the University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) Master Gardeners,
Informally dubbed the "Ragged Robin Roundup" (thanks to VAF Board member Bill Gardner, who also
made dibbles for planting), the event featured a Conservation Expo with table displays by Master Gardeners and
Master Composters, the Riverside-Corona Resource Conservation District, Riverside County Waste Management
and Victoria Avenue Forever.
The Orange Blossom Trolley provided transport along the Avenue, as did a 15-passenger horse-drawn
wagon from Camelot Carriages. Popcorn, balloons, beverages and free lunches were provided to the hard-working "Rose Wranglers." Even the mild autumn weather was perfect.
H E A R T F E L T THANKS A R E OWED TO MANY, MANY P E O P L E AND GROUPS
• First, thanks to K R C B ' s Executive Director Nancy Melendez and Neighborhood Coordinator Jenny
Anderson for contacting and organizing the community service groups who attended, and for arranging
transportation, food and displays.
• We thank Sun-belt Landscape and Maintenance, for site preparation and irrigation.
• Thanks go to the Sponsors: Riverside Transit Authority—for use of the trolley. Pathway Christian
Church—for use of their parking lots and driveways. Thanks also to the anonymous VAF Board member who
helped cover the cost of the carriage.
• Heartfelt thanks to the many Volunteer Groups: UCR--Delta Sigma Chi, Delta Sigma Pi, Circle K, Golden
Key Honor Society and AMA. Gage Middle School, L a Sierra High School 10 2 Watch, North High
(See next page for more Rose Roundup news)

Rose Roundup

(continued from page 1)

School Key Club, and Poly High School, Riverside Exchange Club, Kiwanis of Riverside, Rebuilding
Together Riverside.
• Special thanks to to the Food Donors: Just Cniisin' Coffee, 42nd Street Bagels, NW Pizza, Taco Inn,
Pepsi-Cola, Riverside Public Utilities for bottled water. These people donated vast quantities of food
and drinks. One hundred thanks go to Taco Inn, for 100 large burritos!

Winter Color Arrives
We write often of the trees in the median of the Avenue, and of the roses. Let's not forget the shrubs planted
between the trees in some blocks. The orange berry clusters of the pyracantha (Firethom) bushes are on display
between Jane and Mary, and even more clearly between Washington and Madison. Newly trimmed by employees
of Sun-Belt Landscape & Maintenance and loaded with berries, the bushes are a colorful salute to the holidays and
a source of many winter feasts for wild birds.

Happy Holidays and a Great New Year!!
As we enter this busy holiday season touched by national tragedy and
war may historic Victoria Avenue provide for you moments of peace,
beauty and renewal.
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Victoria's Rose Parade-marching rose planters carry pots full of cuttings to plant in
empty spaces between mature roses in Victoria's median. Hundreds of cuttings were
successfully planted on National Make-a-Diffcrence Day.
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New Board Members!
Dan

Hays:

I came to Riverside from Montana in 1924 and first rode Victoria Avenue very soon thereafter.
My father loved The Avenue and spent many hours driving or walking it. He had an old convertible
and enjoyed showing Victoria to friends from the East Coast from this vehicle, the "standard tour" was
out Magnolia and back Victoria, usually from The Inn, and I was included! Although 1 spent most of my
adult life elsewhere, I always had family members in Riverside and spent vacations here, so that 1
suffered through some of the worst years of Victoria's long history.
We returned to Riverside in 1992, and I became a Victoria "angel" at that time.
(Ed. note: Dan has spent most of his waking hours working to remove power and telephone wires from
above the Avenue. He has created a non-profit organization to accomphsh this, and has worked nonstop to find governmental and state funding. It has been completed in several blocks on Victoria.)

Edward Mackey:
I was born in Riverside and attended school here through High School (Poly-the old location).
After a two-year tour in the U.S. Navy and college, 1 returned to Riverside and joined the law firm of
Swarner & Fitzgerald 41 years ago. I have been there ever since. 1 live on Tiburon Drive which is a
small cul-de-sac off the north end of Hawarden Drive. My wife, Barbara, and I lived there for 30 years.
She died this past May. We so enjoyed driving down Victoria Avenue, especially in the spring when the
roses were in bloom. It seemed to me that in the last five years it has become even more beautiful. I
am certain that was the result of the work of VAF. For the service celebrating Barbara's life and with the
help of VAF board member Gerry Marr, my family obtained permission to pick some ragged robin roses
for use in decorating the church. Those flowers will always be a wonderful remembrance for our famiy.
I am pleased to be able to serve VAF as it continues to add beauty to this part of Riverside.

PLANTING AND CLEANUP DATES

D E C E M B E R 8: MORE ROSES TO PLANT-Bring dippers, loppers & gloves! Wear long
sleeves. We have to take the cuttings before we plant. Meet at Harrison and Victoria.
JANUARY 25; G E T T I N G T H E ROSES PLANTED-Bring clippers, loppers & gloves! Wear
long sleeves. Meet at Monroe and Victoria.
F E B R U A R Y 9; G E T T I N G R E A D Y FOR SPRING at the DR. P E T E R L E W I S GARDEN-Bring

clippers, loppers & gloves! Wear long sleeves. Meet at Jane and Victoria.

Rose Planting Party a Great Success

Carnival atmosphere--balloons, food and displays spur on volunteers

VAF President Lori Yates (with microphone) and Nancy Melendez,
Executive Director of K R C B , greet the volunteers

Volunteer planters have a fun ride on the Orange Blossom Trolley

Back to the old days of horses and carriages on Victoria. Daisy pulls the
"rose wranglers" to their planting spots.

Master Gardeners take cuttings from Victoria's Ragged Robin roses

Learning how to plant the roses

VAF Board member Leanne Austin (left) welcomes late-comers

VAF Board member Pat Fenton shows how to prepare the cuttings

Joe Milligan, Master Gardener and Master Composter

The littlest volunteer wears a donated safety vest and glasses

Victoria Update
Vandals do Damage to the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden

Snyder

Early Sunday morning on Veteran's Day, November 11th, we went out to retrieve our newspapers on Victoria Avenue. Even though it was still very dark, we could see that the bows attached to the red, white and blue ribbons around the
parkway trees had been torn off and were lying in the street, not only in our block, but in the block from Maude to Jane.
Then we saw a car with backup lights on, coming at us from Jane toward Maude. The woman motorist yelled that
there was so much water coming across Victoria that she could not cross Jane. We ran down and saw that someone had
opened the fire hydrant in the median at Jane, and water-a wall of water-was indeed spewing across the Avenue. The police
were already there, and soon the water was shut off.
But the damage had been done, as we saw when we went back to check in the daylight. The water had hit the Dr.
Lewis Garden, obviously with great force, ripping out several Cleveland sage plants and leaving debris on top of the 5-foot
westrigia shrubs. A large chunk of asphalt was lodged against the trunk of the golden trumpet tree. When the water hit the
path, it rushed down to the sidewalk at Jane, carrying with it great amounts of mulch and decomposed granite, leaving behind
wide and deep furrows carved in the paths.
Fortunately, Victoria Avenue Forever had a planting party scheduled for the following Saturday, the 17th. The
salvias were replaced, as were ten creeping mahonias {Mahonia repens), and fifteen sulfur flowers (Eriogonum umhellatum).
The mulch which had washed away was also replaced.
But it is likely that the paths will be closed off with yellow tape for some time to come. Bringing the paths up to their
former levels will take a little more planning and organization.
Hopefully, whoever did this had a good time. Too bad they can't find a more rewarding way to spend their time—like
planting, weeding and caring for the Dr. Lewis Garden.
P.S. Check out the sticks of fire {Euphorbia tirucalli). There are four in the far comer and one in the bed along the
Jane St. sidewalk, they are coloring up beautifully and look just as their name suggests. Imagine the impact when they triple
and quadruple in height. Also don't miss the bush germanders {Teucrium fruticans). They are in full bloom again—a haze of
soft gray and blue.
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Requiem for a Giant
Those of you who regularly drive Victoria Avenue found the outbound lane closed between Jefferson and St. Laurence
for several days in October. The reason, sadly, was the forced removal of a huge Red Gum eucalyptus (Euc. teretacomis)
killed by repeated attacks from the infamous Red Gum Lerp Psyllid.
According to West Coast Arborist supervisor Larry Rose, the tree, believed to be the tallest of its kind in the City, at
180-1- feet, was at least 80 years old, and 74 inches wide at chest height. The tree had produced several massive upright limbs,
each a large tree in its own right.
The Red Gum is one of the most planted Eucalyptus species in California. Their dramatic, sky-scraping beauty has
been nearly as much a part of Riverside's skyline as the ubiquitous Washingtonia palm.
As we mourn the loss of this landmark tree and wince at the number of other denuded Red Gums dead and dying
around the City, we can only hope that a means to control the deadly psyllid is soon found.

Victoria Avenue Forever gratefully acknowledges the following kind and generous gifts to the
Victoria Avenue Endowment Fund in memory of beloved friends and family members.
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Duncanson
Carl & Donna Renck
Debby Phillips
Rosie & Richard Francisco
Julia Walker
Fellow workers at the Telephone Co.
Marjorie Gentry
Howard and Joan Hall
Cliff & Liou Russo
Rosie & Richard Francisco
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Duncanson

In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In
In

memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory
memory

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Anita Mazzetti
Anita Mazzetti
Bill Scott
Bill Scott
Bill Scott
Marjorie Hart
Marjorie Hart
Virginia Brown
Alger Fast
Jennie Munson
Don Brown

In Memory of Dr. Kenneth Lorenz
In the last VAF newsletter we listed many of Dr. Lorenz's friends and family who have donated to VAF
in his name. The following names have been added to that list, and VAF thanks these people:
Dr. H. Myles Johnson
Dr. Michael J . Buchan
Edward Mackey
Dr. Jeffrey L . Francis

Fara Frances
Janet Lorenz
Dr. Steven L . Francis

V I C T O R I A AVENUE F O R E V E R THANKS A L L O F Y O U FOR YOUR GENEROSITY.

The following letter was sent to Dan Hays as Chairman of Victoria Avenue Without Wires from the Bank of
America Foundation. VAF thanks the Bank of America for its significant contribution to restoring Victoria Ave.

"Dear Mr. Hays:
It gives me great pleasure to make this contribution of $10,000 to Victoria Avenue Without Wires. This check
represents our support of the community revitalization and restoration project on Victoria Avenue....You have our
best wishes for continued success."
(signed) Contributions Manager, Southern California
Bank of America Foundation
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Return Service Requested

JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avene Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and
beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A F has purchased plants and
trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our
members about the history and value of the plantings on the Avenue.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

[

__PHONE:

ADDRESS:
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506
$ 10.00 Individual
$50.00 Sustaining

$20.00 Family
I would like to volunteer

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of
(Please circle one and include name if desired)

