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A Message from the President
by Lori Yates
• Back to the Future... During the summer we've taken a vacation from our regular monthly
planting and pruning days. Still, projects continue to restore and protect the heritage of beautiful Victoria
Avenue.
• Information Kiosk... The Victorian design of this five-sided, roofed structure developed by
Robert Hempy has been approved in concept for some time. The Planning Department could not give
approval without engineering drawings to show how it would be built. Thanks to VAF Board member Bill
Gardner, who produced drawings and submitted them to the proper authorities, we are a step closer to
completing this educational project.
• Kudos... to Dan Hays and the members of Victoria Avenue Without Wires (VAWW). The first
phase of undergrounding the utility lines has been completed from Myrtle to Central.
• Congratulations... al so go to VAF founding member and Treasurer Hal Snyder. Hal is author of
an article recently accepted for publication by prestigious Pacific Horticulture magazine, to be published
in early 2002. The article will be illustrated by several of Marie Hempy's terrific photographs.
• Sweet Mystery... L^st spring one of the lovely little white flowering Redbud trees in the median
near Jackson was cut down by some mean-spirited vandal and left to die in a cloud of fading blooms. A
few weeks later, a beautiful new little tree just as mysteriously appeared. Various candidates have been
named as possible "angels" who replaced the little lost tree.
So far no one is confessing to this good deed. So, mysterious benefactor, thank you for your
kindness and commitment to the beauty of historic Victoria Avenue.
• Mulch... Mulch-spreading is proceeding slowly. Work crews from the County Jail's work-release
weekend detention program and from Juvenile Hall have been working when supervisors are available.
Since progress has been so slow, the Park & Recreation Dept. is getting bids and hopes to contract to get
the work done.
• Plantings... Please note that we are pairing up with Keep Riverside Clean & Beautiful (KRCB)
for a very special rose planting day. W E NEED HELP! Our goal is to cut and plant enough cuttings in one
morning to restore TWO long blocks.
• Early Autumn... How often do we say in summer, "It's too hot! I can't wait for Fall to Arrive."
This year unusually low August and September temperatures have given us a rare summer reprieve.
(See next page for more autumn news from the President)

(President's Message Continued from page 1)

...Autumn Needs
Cool nights and overcast mornings may feel great to us, but trees and other ornamentals still need
regular irrigation. Landscape trees still need deep, regular soakings, especially around the drip line (the
edge of their leafy canopy).
According to Urban Forester and VAF Board member Dave Roger, there has been no rain to replenish ground water. Trees have been using more water than they can draw from the ground. They need
help.
I was recently asked, "Won't soaking the soil weaken the roots and make the trees more likely to fall
in the wind?" Done correctly, the opposite is true. Young trees may need a good drink every week or two-lawn sprinklers don't water deep enough. Mature landscape trees generally benefit from monthly soakings.
If the tree does NOT have adequate moisture in the top three feet of soil, portions of the root system
may be damaged and even die. The tree is weakened and vulnerable to pests and disease. The weakened
tree with damaged roots may become a safety hazard, especially in the wind.
In Color on the AvenueThere are still a lot of watermelon-colored and white Crape Myrtles blooming—the lavenders seem
to be finished—and the roses just keep blooming. The Dr. Peter
2000 - 2001 O F F I C E R S
Lewis Garden has fall color popping out, with lots of showy Lantana, pennisetum, the gray and pink foliage of Texas Rangers lookPresident: l^m Yates
ing beautiful and just coming into bloom, Mexican marigold. PomeTreasurer: Hal Sityder
granate, Rosa de Montagna vine, and the delicate Poinsiana,
Rewarding Secretary: Pat Fenton
(Caesalpinia pulcherrima). The gorgeous Chitalpa tree is still
DIRECTORS
blooming, and the Dasylirion wheeleri that has been growing and
growing and growing has sprouted a very tall stalk of new little
Leanne Austin
plants.

V i c t o r i a Avenue has l o s t a
Good F r i e n d - - B i l l S c o t t
by Hal Snyder
The VAF Board of Directors was saddened to learn of the
death of Bill Scott. After teaching Spanish at Ramona High School,
Bill led an active life in retirement, including walks on Victoria
Avenue. On one of those walks. Bill noticed weeds growing in
the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden at Jane St., so he decided to take on
the task of keeping the garden weed-free. His labors were immensely appreciated.
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Our sympathy and thoughts are with Bill's wife, Rosanna,
a member of the VAF Board of Directors, and with his family.

Avenue Rirever at 6475 Vtcuiria
Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506

Victoria VolunteerM
It Takes Work and Time, But...
Victoria Avenue Forever could not have accomplished what it has since its founding in 1991
without the selfless labors of many enthusiastic volunteers. Besides the many people who have helped
with tree plantings and rose propagation, special
thanks go to a number of people who have found
other ways to beautify Victoria Avenue.
• Clara Baccarella, a long-time member of
VAF and an avid gardener whose garden was on tour
this spring, asked if she could care for the roses in
the Lorraine Small Garden at Myrtle. So, if you see
a woman in the median, clad in a blue VAF tee-shirt,
dead-heading the roses, give her a toot of your horn
to show your appreciation.
• The Lightning Patrol of Boy Scout Troop
156, which meets at Victoria Presbyterian Church,
contacted VAF about a possible community service
project on the Avenue. Spreading mulch at the Dr.
Peter Lewis Garden at Jane Street immediately came
to mind. Chips were ordered from the Park and Recreation Department. The pile—a good 10 yardslooked daunting, but the boys arrived at the appointed
hour in the evening, armed with wheelbarrows, rakes,

by Hal Snyder

shovels, pitchforks and their own refreshments, even.
A number of parents came to help. Amazingly, the
pile disappeared in only a couple of hours.
VAF would like to express its sincerest appreciation to the Lightning Patrol and their Scoutmaster, Joel Dinnauer, for their time, their labor and
their enthusiasm in completing this service project.
Many thanks to the following Scout participants (and to their parents). W E L L DONE!
Garrett Backstrom
Drew Anderson
Dennis Labita
J.D. Dunn

Greg Eskritt
Michael Vasquez
Chris Vasquez
Ryan Dunn

• VAF has recently welcomed a number of
new members. One wrote a note that said: "I am 80
and a native of Riverside. 1 can't do heavy work but
can prune plants and roses."
Way to go! Thanks for the offer to help! We'll
be calling on you!

•

Mayor's Night Out Calendar for 2001
The remaining meeting dates in 1991 may interest VAF members since they are not far from Victoria
Avenue neighborhoods. Mayor's Night Out is held from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Dates are subject to change. For
confirmation, call Eva Webster, Mayor's Office, 826-5776. It's a chance to air your concerns!
Date

Neighborhood

Council Representative and Ward

October 25,2001

La Sierra South

Adkison (5) & Thompson (6)

Arizona Middle School
10045 Arizona Ave.

November 29,2001

La Sierra

Thompton (6) & Pearson (7)

McAuliffe Elem. School
4100 Golden Ave.

Location

Everything's Coming Up Roses!
Saturday, October 27^ 2 0 0 1
National Mafce-A-Difference Day
victoria Avenue Forever (VAF)
and Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful (KRCB)
are joining forces to stage a special volunteer project
The median of Victoria Avenue is lined for miles with thousands of old-fashioned roses known
as "Ragged Robins." Over the years, many of the bushes have died. Like all old roses, they are
grown from cuttings taken from mature, vigorous plants. Restoration of the roses has been an
ongoing project of VAF, with the help of community volunteers. Many are young people in
youth groups from churches, schools. Boy & Girl Scout troops, and Americorp students. We
encourage volunteers from any age group!
KRCB, sponsored by the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce, plans and organizes many
Riverside clean-up and beautification projects, including tree plantings at schools and the annual Arbor Day celebrations.

Volunteers are invited to meet and register
at 8:00 A.M
i n the p a r k i n g lot of P a t h w a y C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h
67S5 V i c t o r i a Avenue
(out-bound side between Jane & Mary St.)
Volunteers should* If possible, bring clippers or loppers and trowels.
Sturdy gloves and long sleeves help protect against thorns. Training ^ 1 1
be provided and experienced leaders ^ 1 1 accompany each team.
Planting will take place between Horace and Grace Streets. Volunteers may be transported
from the church to their assigned work sites, if arrangements can be made, either by horsedrawn wagons or the Orange Blossom Trolley.
Refreshments will be provided, including lunch for the volunteers, at the conclusion of the
planting.
This event marks the loth Anidversary of \ l c t o r i a Avenue Forever's Hrst
public planting on October 26,1991* near Poly High School. Help us celebrate
our anniversary!
Assisting in the preparations are Riverside Park & Recreation and
Sun-Belt Landscape & Maintenance, the contractor who maintains the Avenue.

RED, WHITE AND B L U E BOWS ON VICTORIA AVENUE
T R E E S A R E SYMBOLS O F UNITY
NO ONE W I L L E V E R F O R G E T
T H E T R A G I C LOSS O F INNOCENT L I V E S
ON TUESDAY, S E P T E M B E R XL
PATRIOTIC F L A G S AND RIBBONS H E L P US A L L H O L D T H E MEMORY.
V I C T O R I A AVENUE F O R E V E R THANKS W H O E V E R D E C O R A T E D T H E AVENUE
IN OUR MOST B E A U T I F U L C O L O R S , R E D , W H I T E AND B L U E . ! !

It may the that the children from nearby Washington
Elementary School on Jane St. decided to decorate the
trees in a show of patriotic unity. No one is sure--but
whoever thought up this project is appreciated by the
many people who drive down the Avenue.

•1

Commemorative and supportive red, white
and blue ribbons on trees lining outbound
Victoria b>etween Maude and Mary Streets.
Picture shows Crape Myrtle tree in full
bloom.

Red, White, and blue ribbons adorn trees in front of Pathway Christian
Church between Mary & Jane Streets. Volunteers are to meet in the
parking lot at left of picture for the rose-planting event on Oct. 27.
Meet at 8:00. Lunch to be served.

F O L L O W I N G PLANTING DATE: NOVEMBER 17
W H E R E : Meet at the Peter Lewis Garden at Jane and Victoria at 8:45 A M
WHAT: To Plant Missing Trees along the Avenue. Bring gloves and shovels.

Everything's Coming Up Roses!
Saturday, October 27^ 200I
National Make-A-Dif ference Day
^ c t o r i a Avenue Forever CVAF)
and Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful (KRCB)
are joining forces to stage a special volunteer project
The median of Victoria Avenue is Uned for miles with thousands of old-fashioned roses known
as "Ragged Robins." Over the years, many of the bushes have died. Like all old roses, they are
grown from cuttings taken from mature, vigorous plants. Restoration of the roses has been an
ongoing project of VAF, with the help of community volimteers. Many are young people in
youth groups from churches, schools. Boy & Girl Scout troops, and Americorp students. We
encourage volunteers from any age group!
KRCB, sponsored by the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce, plans and organizes many
Riverside clean-up and beautification projects, including tree plantings at schools and the annual Arbor Day celebrations.

Volunteers are invited to meet and register
at 8:00 A.M
i n the parking lot of P a t h w a y C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h
67S5 V i c t o r i a Avenue
(out-bound side between Jane & Mary St.)
Volunteers should, if possible, bring clippers or loppers and trowels.
Sturdy gloves and long sleeves help protect against thorns. Training w i l l
be provided and experienced leaders w i l l accompany each team.
Planting will take place between Horace and Grace Streets. Volunteers may be transported
from the church to their assigned work sites, if arrangements can be made, either by horsedrawn wagons or the Orange Blossom Trolley.
Refreshments will be provided, including lunch for the volunteers, at the conclusion of the
planting.
This event marks the loth Anniversary of Victoria Avenue Forever's first
public planting on October 26,1991* near Poly High School. Help us celebrate
our anniversary!
Assisting in the preparations are Riverside Park & Recreation and
Sun-Belt Landscape & Maintenance, the contractor who maintains the Avenue.

In Memoriam
Victoria Avenue Forever gratefully acknowledges the following kind and generous gifts to the
Victoria Avenue Endowment Fund in memory of beloved friends and family members.
Virginia W. Taylor
Richard & Rosie Francisco
The Lunch Bunch
Frances Gunnison
Elizabeth Stalder
Sydney Fast
Sydney Fast
Martin & Carol Tobias
L . Denny Denneriein
Allyne Milam

In memory
In memory
In memory
In memory
In memory
In memory
In memory
In memory
In memory
In memory

of Dudley & Estelle Wheelock
of John Cola
of Moira Kaye Walker
of Stewart Adler
of Stewart Adler
of Stewart Adler
of Eloise Smith
of Jackie Cardelucci
of Dale Gunnison
of Aleen Snyder

In Memory of Martha Westbrook Pafe
In the last VAF newsletter we listed many of Martha Westbrook Pafe's friends and family who
have donated to V A F in her name. The following names have been added to that list, and VAF thanks
these people:
Shirley Freeman

Mr. & Mrs. W D . Bell
Nancy & Glen Stephens

In Memory of Barbara Furse Mackey
In the Summer VAF newsletter was a long list of names of friends and family who have donated to
VAF in the name of Barbara Furse Mackey. VAF thanks the following additional donors:
Nancy & Glen Stephens
Richard & Rosie Francisco
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Marr
Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Bell

Winona Sullivan
Kenneth & Florence Lorenz
Mr. & Mrs. D.B. Swing
Jim & Kathy Gagliano

In Memory of Dr. Kenneth Lorenz
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Zweig
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L . Duncanson
Dr. & Mrs. W. Leonard Taylor

V I C T O R I A AVENUE F O R E V E R THANKS A L L O F Y O U FOR YOUR G E N E R O S I T Y .
IT IS YOUR DONATIONS THAT H E L P M A K E T H E AVENUE B E A U T I F U L .

Nominations and Election Ballot for 2001-2002
Board of Directors

Victoria Avenue Forever
I approve the slate of officers and directors for Victoria Avenue Forever for 2001-2002.
I would like to nominate
Please have permission of nominee

Suggestions for the organization:

(Fold)

VAF Directors
Board Members;
President;
Lori Yates
Recording Secretary; Pat Fenton
Treasurer;
Hal Snyder

Advisory Board;

LeAnn Austin
Sylvia Broadbent
Darleen DeMason
Bill Gardner
Marie Hempy
Sam Knapp

Gerry ManMarge Montgomery
Don Munnecke
Mark Schroeder
Rosanna Scott

Patricia Locke Dawson
One New Member; Dan Hays

Honorary Member; Earl Shade

Return address:

(Members only please--Vote, Fold, Tape, Stamp, and Mail)

Please place
postage
stamp here

Board meetings the
first Tuc'stfay of each
month at 6:30 at the
V'ictoria Presbyterian
Church, 6091 Victoria
Avenue Public invited.

Victoria Avenue Forever
6475 Victoria Avenue
Riverside, CA 92506
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avene Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and
beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, VAF has purchased plants and
trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our
members about the history and value of the plantings on the Avenue.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS:
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506
$10.00 Individual
$50.00 Sustaining

•

$20.00 Family
I would like to volunteer

for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of
(Please circle one and include name if desired)

