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A Message from the President
by Lori Yates
Yes, Virginia, there IS winter in Riverside. If you doubt it, a trip along the Avenue will assure
you. The many deciduous trees of the median, so colorful in most seasons, are bare now. Their winter
colors are subtle grays and browns. The forms and textures are bark and branch instead of leaf and
flower ~ for a few weeks. Buds are forming, and block by block, Spring is coming.
The Ragged Robin roses have just been pruned, an occasional rebellious bloom peeking from
ragged brown stalks. The Lorraine Small Rose Garden near Myrtle Avenue displays bare canes. However, have no fear — the speed with which new roses burst forth is amazing.
The drought-tolerant perennials of the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden at Jane Street never seem to
sleep. Even the winter clean-up conducted on February 10 by 37 hardy, rain-resistant volunteers bearing pruners and loppers merely dimmed the display temporarily. Every clump of bare stems or soft
new foliage carries a bold message: WATCH THIS S R \ C E FOR NEW ATTRACTIONS!
Vandalism update: This year, for the first time. Riverside Police Department ground and air
units are patrolling the Avenue in search of thieves who steal flowering branches and damage the
saucer Magnolias and flowering peaches. Once again, a hired security guard is patrolling at night. In
spite of all, thieves managed to damage several Magnolia trees near Central Avenue, and peach trees
near Adams and Irving Streets. The damage was more limited than in the past....thank goodness!
Perhaps the patrols had some deterrent effect.
Engulfed by mulch! We still need to spread blocks and blocks of mulch that lies in piles in the
median. If your youth or community service group can help, please call Lori Yates at (909) 687-4362
or Hal Snyder at 684-0596.
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MARCH 10, 2001
M E E T AT JANE AND VICTORIA
9:00 AM t o l l :00 AM
Brin|r clippers -- Wear gloves and long sleeves

R E S T O R E VICTORIA AVENUE'S ROSES

by Hal Snyder
Just imagine how beautiful X^ctoria Avenue would be if the "Ragged Robin" roses were solid
on both sides of the median from Myrtle Avenue to Boundary Lane.
The only way to achieve that goal is to replace the missing roses in block after block until all
the gaps are filled in. Daunting, yes, but not impossible. All it takes is willing hands to take the
cuttings and then plant them.
One person can accomplish a lot in two hours. Multiply that by 50 or 100, and just think
what can be accomplished! Suddenly, the goal is within reach.
The call is going out for volunteers to help on March 10,
9:00 A M to 11:00 A M . Won't you join us?
The procedure is simplicity itself: Rnd a suitable cane, cut it, strip off the leaves, make a
hole, stick it in. And, Voila! A new rose bush! Unsure how to do it? No problem! The proper way
will be demonstrated.
Just remember. Two hours of time can accomplish wonders!

2000 - 2001 O F U C E R S

(See "Massive Rose Planting" in box on Page I for details)

Commemorative Tree
After planting trees on Victoria Avenue for the past ten
years, there are very few opportunities to plant Commemorative
Trees. However, on January 20, 2001, a flowering peach, donated by George Ann Leonard was planted between Irving and
Jackson: In Memory of Helen Kane.

Apology to a Past-President:
by Marge Montgomery, editor

Marie Hempy's many presidential accomplishments were applauded in the November/December, 2000, Newsletter upon Marie's
last month as President of Victoria Avenue Forever. Marie's hard work
as President was lauded, and much gratitude was expressed.
On completion of her term as VAF President, Marie graciously
agreed to remain on the board as a Director and was consequently
nominated and placed on the ballot and elected. She has served as a
knowledgeable and influential board member for the past three months,
but she has not been listed in the VAF Newsletter as a Director.
As the new VAF Newsletter editor, I would like to apologize
to her. It was certainly an unintentional oversight! I have corrected
the omission and we hereby formally welcome past-President Marie
Hempy onto the general Board of Directors. (See list in box.)
Board Meetings are hclU at Victoria Avenue Presbyterian Church at
Victoria and I^ncoln. Ail are welc<imcat:6;30 pm on thefirstTuesday:
of each month, except August.

President; Lori Yates
Treasurer: Hal Snyder
Recording Secretary: Pat Hassler

DIRECTORS
lA^anne Austin
Sylvia Broadbent
Patricia Ixicke Dawson
Dadeen DeMason
Bill Gardner
Marie Hempy
Sam Knapp
Gerry Marr
Marge Montgomery
Don Munnecke
Mark Schroeder
Rosanna Scott
Earl Shade (Honorary)
Ex OiTicio:
Dave Roger - Urban Forester
(Responstbie for Victoria Ave,)

Victoria Avenews
iis punished 4-6 times a year by Victoria
AvcHue Forcver at 6475 Victona
Avenue, Riverside, C A 92506

REPORT ON F E B R U A R Y S SUCCESSFUL CLEANUP
The Rain Didn't Deter Us!

by Hal Snyder

The huge pile of clippings along the bike trail at the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden demonstrates most
forcefully what a group of dedicated volunteers can accomplish in a very short time.
Saturday morning, February 10, was gray and dreary and a little chilly—not very auspicious for
tackling the chore of tidying up the Lewis Garden for Spring.
Nevertheless, a group of 37 volunteers showed up, armed with clippers and loppers, ready to attack
the salvias, the Mexican marigolds, the fountain grass and the occasional seedling ash tree. In addition to
V A F members and Master Gardeners, a sizable contingent of boys and giris from the Gage Middle School
Builders Club came to help. This enthusiastic group of 15 young people was especially helpful in gathering up the mountain of clippings and piling them up to be collected later by the SunBelt contractor.
THANK YOU, BUILDERS CLUB!
Because lantana is frost-tender, they were not cut back lest a late frost might nip the new growth.
Astoundingly, in only one hour, all the other plants on the to-do list were groomed, ready for this year's
display. And then, it started to rain! How lucky czm one get?
Oh, yes! VAF member Mary Wadding baked cookies for everyone; the Builders Club especially
enjoyed them.
Many hands make light work. Thank you to everyone who came to help!

Now You Can See...
The Spring Clean-up at the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden at Jane Street has opened up ways to appreciate just how pretty the garden is, even in the middle of winter.
Stand on the sidewalk on Jane and look across the center oval to the far side. The bronzy leaves
and yellow flowers of the Mahonia repens (creeping mahonia) that edge the oval are an ideal foreground
to the show beyond.
The yellow foliage and orange fruits of the dwarf pomegranate, the gray foliage and chartreuse
flowers of Euphorbia rigida, and the orange spikes of Aloe striata are a knock-out combination!
Next, walk around the oval to appreciate each of these plants up close. Just before the path joins
the bike trail, notice the gray foliage and blue flowers of the bush germander. A recent speaker at the
U C R Botanic Garden likened it to "a piece of blue sky that had dropped to ground."

Endowment Fund
The Victoria Avenue Endowment Fund, administered by the Community Foundation, continues to grow.
V A F has recently received gifts to the fund from:
Ronald & Lynne Preston ~ in memory of Alger Fast
Elizabeth Wertheimer ~
in memory of Alger Fast ^
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ford — in memory of Alger Fast
r^-^'^l'VJoan Patton —
in memory of Robert Patton
' ? ?^
Riverside Dickens Festival — in memory of Robert Patton
Kenneth & Avis Martin —
in memory of Lucy Goodman
_ •'x!':: *
Patrick Cook —
in memory of James Delaney
'^p-'^
Rachel Dudek
Ron & Louisa Buroker
^
William S. Johnson
Tom & Maria Roberts
Emily Neblett
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE FOREVER
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avene Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation and
beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A F has purchased plants and
trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our
members about the history and value of the plantings on the Avenue.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
PHONE:

NAME:
ADDR ESS:

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Mctoria Avenue Forever
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506
.$10.00 Individual
.$50.00 Sustaining
$

.$20.00 Family
I would like to volunteer

^for V A F Endowment Fund in honor/memory of
(Please circle one and include name if desired)

