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r e e b y D c i r l e e n DefVUiison 
UCR Professor of Botany 
and VAF Board Member 

Flowering Cr^ibiipplGS 
are in the same genus (Malus) as 
the true apple and are in the Rose 
Family (Rosaceae). 

About 25 natural species are known in this 
genus, most of which are 
grown for their ornamen
tal flowers and fruits and 
are known as flowering 
crabapples. These species 
are native to northern 
As ia , Japan, or North 
America. There are more 
than 200 named varieties 
of flowering crabapples. 
These have been devel
oped by interspecies 
hybridizations and usual
ly involve more that two 
species. 

Flowering crabapples 
are among the most valu
able and trouble-free 
ornamental flowering 
trees. They are usually oval shaped, spreading 
about as wide as they are tall with multiple trunks 
and crooked and twisted branches. The leaves are 
deciduous, simple, dark to medium green and have 
finely toothed margins. The flowers, which cover 

the trees in spring, are often fragrant and are pale to 
deep pink or red in color. The fruits are small, 
fleshy and apple-like. They range in color from yel
low to orange or red to provide autumn and winter 
color. Flowering crabapples need full sun and toler
ate a variety of soils. 

The variety approved 
for planting on Victoria 
Avenue is 'Hopa'. It was 
introduced by researchers 
at South Dakota State 
University. It grows 
rapidly to 25 feet tall by 
20 feet wide. It has dark 
green leaves and fragrant, 
large (1.5 inches across) 
rose-red flowers. It bears 
abundant orange-red fruit 
that is suitable for mak
ing jelly. It is one of the 
varieties best adapted to 
tolerate summer heat in 
Southern California. 

(Please see Hal Snyder's article about the planting 
of crabapples on the Avenue on page 4.) 



Action on the A VCn UC A Message from the President 

To Catch a I am pleased to announce that om- security patrol did catch a thief. It was just before Valentine's Day-
Thief the usual time for such thievery of the peach blossoms. No charges were filed because the guard did not 

see the person actually cut the branches. However, there were branches cut in the median, more cut 
greenery in the truck, and the person hid and dropped the clippers when confronted. A police report was 
filed. Next year, we know what to do; Hire the security pattol early. This seems to be the only way we 
can discourage this terrible vandaUsm of our beautiful ttees. 

Lerp Psyllid There's hope in the war on the lerp psyllid that is attacking the Red Gum Eucalyptus. Dr. Don 
News Munnecke, one of our board members and a former UCR Professor of Plant Pathology checked with 

Dr. Tim Paine, Chair of the Entomology Dept., on what we should do for the giant eucalypms on 
Victoria Avenue. It seems that the UCR natural predator program to release a particular kind of wasp 
(from AusUalia) will not happen in Riverside anytime soon. 

Chemical 
Warfare 

The next suggestion is to inject the soil and the trees with "Ment". Tom Mason of All Ways Green who 
is a certified Arborist and a Certified Crop Advisor, is working with us. He will donate his time and 
equipment, and we have offered to buy the chemical. None of us like using chemical controls, but the 
eucalypms are in such bad state that we must do do something as soon as possible. Dave Roger, city 
Urban Forester, will supervise the operation. Some of our giant trees are over 100 years old. We must 
try to save them. 

Marie Hempy 

Work Days! 
April 1 - 9:00 a.m. -Jane and Victoria 

Bring shovels, cUppers, loppers 

May 20 - 9:00 a.m. - Myers and Victoria 
Bring shovels 

June 10 - 9:00 a.m. - Maude and Victoria 
Rose Planting 

Bring chppers and gloves 

See you there! 

J 
Board Meetings are held at the Victoria Avenue Presbyterian 
Church at Victoria and Lincoln, Al l are welcome at 6:30 pm on 
the first Tuesday of each month. 
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Victoria Avenue Without Wires Update 

Victoria Avenue Without Wires (VAWW), described as an "underground organization", was founded in 
1998. Its goals are not confined to undergrounding, but include the restoration of the entire length of 
Victoria Avenue from Myrtle to Boundary. During 1999 this organization proposed the undergrounding of 
Victoria Avenue from Myrtle Street to Central Avenue by an agreement which was accepted by the City. 
Work wil l begin on this section during 2000. This group has also applied to the California Historic 
Resources Register of Historic Places. Major donors to VAWW include the A. H. Belo Corp. Foundation 
(Press/Enterprise) and the Bank of America Foundation. Personal donations have come from over 570 indi
viduals from Riverside County and elsewhere in the U.S. and overseas. 

Local organizations supporting the Project include: Victoria Avenue Forever, The Riverside Chambers of 
Commerce, The Riverside Bicycle Club, Riverside Land Conservancy, Old Riverside Foundation, Keep 
Riverside Clean and Beautiful, Riverside Museum Associates and others. 

A combination of federal, city, and privately donated funds will provide approximately $1 million for the 
restoration of Victoria Avenue between Adams and Harrison Streets. This project utilizes the federal funding 
program (1998) entitled the 'Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century" (TEA-21) It qualifies for funds 
under a section entided "Transportation Enhancement Activity". Work should be started during this year and 
completed during 2001-2003. The nature of the work includes: (a) The underground lines between Adams 
and Monroe Streets, (b) removal of 14 trees and planting of 138 missing trees which include five species of 
eucalyptus, pepper, jacaranda, orchid tree and magnolia between Adams and Harrison Streets and (c) repair, 
replacement or extension of the Avenue's irrigation systems between Adams and Harrison Streets. 

Source of the funds; Federal - 51%, City of Riverside - 37%, public donations (VAWW) - 12%. Labor 
required to plant all trees is provided by the California Conservation Corps with no cost to the project. 

about your neighborhood 

April 27 - 7 PM 
Victoria Elementary School 

2910 Arlington Avenue 

May 18 - 7 PM 
Bryant Elementary School 

4324 Third Street 

June 29 - 7 PM 
Reid Park Ruth Lewis Com. Center 

704 N. Orange Street 

G R E A T AMHIilCAN CLEANUP 

11 in cooperation with Keep America Beautiful, 
Riverside and many other cities nationwide are again 
participating in the Great American Cicanup as an 
opportunity to gel the residents involved with beauti
fying their communities. Each year KRCB takes the 
helm at coordinating this event which will be held this 
year on Saturday, April 29. 

More than 500 people volunteered last year. This 
year we hope to involve even more neighborhoods. 

Lots of volunteers are needed, especially for lead
ers who wiil recruit and coordinate volunteers, desig
nate a cJean~up site, set the hours, dispose of trash, 
coordinate transportation to and from the cleanup site 
and act as liaison between the community and KRCB, 

Call 683-7100 for information. 
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VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R 
Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preserva

tion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A F has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 600 trees and 7500 roses, organized tree care 
activities, and informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. 

I f you are already a member and would like to support VAF in other ways, please see below. 

$10.00 Individual $20.00 Family 
$50.00 Sustaining I would like to volunteer 

$ for VAF Endowment Fund 
In honor/memory of 
(Please circle one and include name if desired) 

Name: Phone: 

Address 
Make your tax-deductible checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 

and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506 

Thanks to Century 21 Lois Lauer Realty formerly Shelter West Realty... 
....for the use of their computer and printer in preparing this newsletter. 


