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Lots of Work Opportunities Atieod! 

N^ow that the weather is coohng, it is time 
to tackle some much-needed projects on 

the Avenue. The reverse frontage-the area 
between the bike trail and the block walls-
Jane-Maude-Horace, desperately needs some 
attention. The xylosma bushes are totally out 
of control and many "weed" trees need to be 
grubbed out before they grow any larger. 
Xylosma is a very obliging plant and no great 
expertise is needed to prune and shape it. So 
join us. The more willing hands, the more that 
can be accomplished. 

Roses, Roses, and More Roses 

In November and December, 'Ragged Robin' 
roses will be the focus of our efforts to beauti
fy the Avenue. Planting the cuttings directly in 
the ground has proved to be very successful, 
now that drip irrigation makes water readily 
available. Check out the cuttings that we 
planted last fall between Monroe and Jackson. 
Most of them have put on a lot of growth and 
many are blooming nicely already. 

The block between Washington and Madison 
desperately needs help. Both sides of the 
median are practically devoid of roses. The 
drip system is in, so all that is needed are the 
cuttings. This double block needs thousands 
of them. The task is formidable, but with the 
usual cooperation of VAF volunteers, it is def
initely do-able. 

Note the dotes on page 3. 
No experience required! 

Median Tree Planting 
Nearly Complete 

In the five years since Victoria Avenue 
Forever began planting trees in the median, 
almost 500 trees have been planted by VAF 
volunteers. However, here and there along the 
Avenue there may be an occasional missing 
tree. In November, some of these trees will be 
filled in, in addition to planting roses. In 
January, bare root flowering peaches and red-
buds will be planted along with a few saucer 
magnolias which are dormant then. 

Expanding the Victoria Arboretum 

Victoria Avenue Forever has concentrated for 
five years on tree-planting in the medians of 
the Avenue, and very shortly this task will be 
completed, following the plan of the VAF ad 
hoc committee. Efforts can now be turned to 
the outsides of the Avenue, for which there are 
now no recommended species. 

Do you have a favorite flowering tree that you 
would like to see on the Avenue? Since there 
are no power lines on the sides of the Avenue, 
there are no constraints on the eventual height 
of the trees planted there. Adaptation to cli
mate and water requirements will, of course, 
still be a consideration. 

I f you have suggestions for new species of 
flowering trees not represented on the Avenue, 
please contact Hal Snyder at 684-0596. 
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Planting A new season, a new planting schedule, a new board, and new challenges are facing 
10,000 Roses Victoria Avenue Forever. Probably our biggest challenge is to plant about 10,000 rose 

cuttings. This project begins in November in the double block between Washington 
and Madison.We will also replace trees that have died, and work with Keep Riverside 
Clean to spread the mulch. 

Much About No doubt you have seen the piles of mulch that are accumulating on the ends of the 
Mulch medians. This mulch will be spread three inches thick and will help control weeds and 

prevent evaporation, cutting watering costs. We are eager to get this work underway. 
Anyone wanting to help us, please call. We also could use some wheelbarrows or gar
den carts to distribute the mulch. 

Trimming The first planting day will really be a clean up day. We need to work on the parkway 
Time between Maude and Jane. The Xzlosma needs trimming and pruning to open up the 

space along this section of the avenue. 

Spring Fund In the spring we hope to have a major fund-raising event to kick off our endowment 
Raiser fund with the Riverside Community Foundation. We believe it is important to provide 

an ongoing source of funds for the maintenance and beautification of Victoria. 

Marie Hempy 

A/AF Thanks Earl Shade 

At our September board meeting we recognized Earl Shade, life
time honorary member of Victoria Avenue Forever. With 86 

years behind him, he is still ready to volunteer for our planting days! 
We assured him that a day off now and then would be OK. We still 
need his skillful expertise when it comes to irrigation. He is respon
sible for working with Mr. Bonnett to devise a good irrigation 
method for Victoria Avenue - the one we are now implementing. 

A few facts about Earl: 
Bom Feb. 14, 1909 in Palmyra, MO - Mark Twain Territory 
Majored in Agronomy and Soil Science at University of MO 

Served as technician with Civihan Conservation Corps 
1933 -Began working for the USDA Soil Conservation Service 
Came to Riverside in 1956 after a few years in Imperial Valley 
Advised local citrus farmers on irrigation management and soil 

erosion control for 16 years 
Actively volunteered for VAF, Measure C, and the Tri-County 

Conservation League. 
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E>ioomins Dow... - by Hal Snyder 

The crape myrtles are nearing the end of their 
bloom cycle but are still putting on quite a show. 

Shortly the leaves will begin to turn. Though the fall 
foliage show is short-a strong Santa Ana can wreak 
havoc-it is always a pleasant reminder that fall is 
indeed here. 

Be sure to check out the Dr. Lewis Garden at the cor
ner of Jane and Vic tor ia . The Texas rangers 
(Leucophyllum frutescens) against the wall at the 
north end are in full bloom now with a cloud of pinky 
flowers contrasting beautifully with the soft grey 
foliage. In front, the red autumn sage (Salvia, greggii) 

makes a nice contrast The rosemary is blooming, and 
the buddleias back in the comer are still doing their 
thing. The red bird of paradise bushes (Caesalpini^ 
pulcherrima), though still rather small, are quite a 
show with their yellow and red flowers. The Foliage 
is especially attractive in the mornings covered with 
dew. 

Some of the floss silk trees (Chorisia speciosa) in the 
median at Van Buren are in bloom. For some 
unknown reason, the new ones at the southern end 
always bloom before those on the other side. 

f (ctoria ^l)«n\ S<^vz\)zv 
Needs You For Planting and Work Days! 

Fall Schedule: Saturdays at 9:00 am. 
Bring clippers, loppers, shovels - marked clearly with your name-
and gloves. Refreshments will be provided. 

October 19 - Meet at Jane and Victoria - trimming, cleaning 

November 2 - Meet at Washington and Victoria - Rose and tree planting 

November 16 - (see above) 

December 7 - (see above) 

January 11 - Meet at Washington and Victoria - Bare root planting 

Future Dates: January 25, Febmary 8 & 22, March 8 & 22, April 5 

Board Meetings 
w i l l be held at the 
Victoria Avenue 
Presbyterian Church 
at Victoria and 
Linco ln starting in 
October. 

A l l are welcome to 
attend at 6:30 pm on 
the first Tuesday of 
each month. 
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE FOREVER 
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preserva
tion and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, VAF has purchased 
plants and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 150 trees, organized tree care activities, and 
informed our members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and 
to volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

NAME: PHONE: 

ADDRESS 

Make checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506 

$10.00 Individual Other Donation 

$20.00 Family Yes, I would like to volunteer 

$50.00 Sustaining 

Thanks to Shelter West Realty... 
....for the use of their computer, 
printer, and paper in preparing 
this newsletter 


