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Coalition for Beautification
By Rosie Francisco • Board Member • Victoria Avenue Forever
On August 8th thirty-five representatives from various volunteer beautification organizations came together with Dave Roger - Urban Forester for the City
of Riverside, Randy Solis - Riverside City Park
Ranger, and Ricki McManus -Keep Riverside Clean.
The purpose of the meeting was to begin the process
of coordinating efforts and resources so the efforts of
these groups can be most effective and make the best
use of the city staff and the volunteers' time. •
Suggested goals are these:
1. To create and maintain a master calendar
2. To enhance publicity of organizations' goals
and events
3. To create a project/resource directory
4. To foster youth involvement through
educational programs
Identified Focus Groups:
Fairmount Park Citizens
Friends of Box Springs Mountain
Friends of California Citrus State Historic Park
Friends of Hidden Valley
Friends of Mt. Rubidoux
Friends of Sycamore Canyon
Northside Improvement District
Riverside Neighborhood Partnership
, Tri-County Conservation-Santa Ana River Trail
U C R Botanic Gardens
Victoria Avenue Forever

Identified Resource Groups:
Alvord School District
Boy Scouts of America
Cal Baptist College
Campfire Girls
City of Riverside Trails Steering Committee
Church Youth Groups
Inland Empire Bicycle Commuters Coalition
Jobs Daughters/Rainbow Girls
Kiwanis
Keep Riverside Clean (City of Riverside)
L a Sierra University
Master Gardeners
, ,
R.C.C.
Riverside/Corona Resource Conservation Dist.
Riverside Land Conservancy
Riverside Park and Recreation Dept.
Riverside Unified School District
Rotary
U.C.R.
Victoria Avenue Forever enthusiastically supports
this innovative coalition. Working together will
strengthen all of our efforts to enhance the natural
beauty of Riverside.
If you know of an organization that should be included in the above lists, call Dave Roger or Randy
Solis-715-3440.

• Planting Dates •
November 18 - Mcot at tin ct)rnv:r of Monroe and Victoria at 9:00 a.m. Bring clippers, sho\e!s,
trowels, and ji^loves -m;irki:d wuh ^'--i^r ncmc The i'aik and Rec. Dcpt will install drip irrigation linos
in the block froni Monroe to Irving. These will provide a good, reliable source of water so the cuttings
should root nicely in place. EulasMtMore. Master Gardener and Rosarian will be there to advise us.
Decenif^er 2 - Tree pianlin^ - 9:00 a.m. at McAllister and Victoria to plant tree^ in the median
down to r^oiiruiar\ (Onuinaliy scheduK-d for November 18.) Bring sliovol^, troveK, and giuves.
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Some VAF Highlights for the End of 1995!
A Message from the President
Brochures!

1995 saw the publication and distribution of 5,000 copies of our informative brochure. We
will soon print 10,000 copies of a revised full color version. Now is the time to help finance
this project. Contributions of $250 or more will be acknowledged on the brochure. This is a
great way to let Riversiders know you care about our beautiful linear park!

10 Guidelines
Passed

This year also saw the adoption of our 10 guidelines for the Avenue - including the stopping
of the traffic signal at Washington and Victoria. Thanks to the City Council members who
are supporting the preservation of our landmark.

Newsletter
Membership

This is our sixth newsletter of the year...in its new format. We hope you are enjoying it.
Our membership has grown to nearly 500 families.

*

Completion of
Median Tree
Planting

This year will "complete" the landscaping from McAllister to Boundary. The planting will
be on Dec. 2. (Come join us!). Early 1996 will conclude the planting of median trees when
we put horse chestnuts in the block between Mary and Jane. Many of the trees in this block
have ah-eady been purchased as a memorial to Dr. Gladys Whipple.

A Special Gift

Therefore, this may be your last opportunity to dedicate a median tree. Think of planting a
tree as a living Christmas gift or to acknowledge someone special. We will take care of the
planting and send a commemorative certificate. A l l this for $50.00 (tax duductible). This is a
unique gift! (See forms in newsletter for membership and tree donation.)

Greeting!

We are looking forward to a good 1996. Joyous holidays to you and yours!

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

Commemoratives
Mrs. William Jones in memory of William S. Jones
Supervisor Kay Ceniceros, Jessie Myers, Margo Hamilton,
Rebecca Matteson in memory of Robert C . Royce
Bill, Terre, Kelly, and Tracy Thomas in memory of Albert (Ab)
Brown, Mike and Lorraine Johnson, Betsy Lamar Brodie
Monday Sewing Group in memory of Betsy Lamar Brodie
Bob and Rosa Lee Schneck in memory of Betsy Lamar Brodie

MarieyHempy
1995- 1996 O F F I C E R S
President: Marie Wcmpy
1st Vice President:
Hal Snyder
Treasurer: Adeic Beck
Corresponding Secretary:
Dianne Monza
i\ewsle((er:
Marsha Loveridge

DIRFCTORS

Successful Raffle!
On Sunday, November 5, a beautiful hand-crafted salad bowl with
citrus motif was won by Jill Herrera of Lancaster, CA. when her
winning ticket was drawn by V A F President, Marie Hempy.
V A F Board Member Becky Jones, artist and owner of Gopher
Grove Clay Art Studio, donated the bowl and organized the ticket
sale which raised $200.00 for Victoria Avenue Forever.
Thank you Becky and congratulations to Jill Herrara!

F^li/abeth ('hurchili
Rosie Francisco
Dorothy (Jiiliiand
Dan Ha>s
Becky Jones
Sam Knapp
Earl Shade
Ex Officio:
sDave Roger (Urban Forester)
Ric Catron (Park Planner)

Blooming Now.
The middle of fall finds the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden (Jane and Victoria) ablaze with color! The eyepopping mounds of purple are Mexican sage (Salvia
leucophylla). The big sprawling mounds of the Mexican marigold (Tagetes lemmonii) have lots of buds
which will soon be a mass of bright yellow flowers.The lion's mane (Leonotis leonurus) continues to
put out its whorls of orange flowers. For a longblooming plant that can get by on litde or no summer
water, this old-fashioned gem can't be beat.
As with any garden, the plantings here continue to
evolve. On October 21, a large and enthusiastic contingent of volunteers put in 250 plants. Penstemon
(Penstemon gloxinioides), blooming with spikes of
pink and purple flowers, were placed around the

by Hal Snyder

soon-to-be-replaced bench. The low mounds at the
beginning of the paths are Santa Barbara daisies
(Erigeron karvinskianus). When established they
will bloom year-round, as will the red flowers of the
Autumn sage (Salvia greggii).
Come enjoy this
beautiful litde "vest-pocket park"!
At the November 4 planting many volunteers and
Master Gardeners replaced 34 pyracanthas (Pyracantha fortuneana) 'Graber' and 2 sweetshade (Hymensporum flavum) trees. One of the 7 Pyrus calleryana 'Chanticleer' was planted in memory of
John Hocking, a long-time Riverside citrus grower
and one of the very first members of V A F . The tree
was planted opposite his grove, one of the best in
Riverside - NW comer of Victoria and Washington.

P r e s i d e n t ' s Award:
Victoria Avenue Forever
In June the California Preservation Foundation held its Annual Preservation Conference at the Mission Inn.
One of the awards given at that time was to Victoria Avenue Forever. The following article is taken from the
California Preservation Foundation Newsletter • Summer 1995.
Victoria Avenue Forever is a local preservation organization dedicated to the preservation of Victoria
Avenue, one of the gems of Riverside's remarkable
historic landscape. Victoria Avenue was the creation
of Matthew Gage, who made the citrus industry possible when he constructed the Gage Canal. One of
America's first divided boulevards, the Avenue was
laid out along the canal with the first trees planted in
1892. Lined with pepper trees from Brazil and Australian eucalyptus to provide year-round elegance, enhanced with stately palms and silk oaks, and bordered
by orange groves, Victoria Avenue was a cultural
landscape before the term was coined.
Riverside citizens, troubled to see its linear environment deteriorating as the orange groves gave way
J o development, convinced the City to declare Victori a Avenue a Cultural Landmark in 1969. This declaration, however, did not halt the deterioration. Finally,
in 1990, Victoria Avenue Forever was formed to re-

verse the decline and to return the boulevard to its
former glory. Since this time over 500 trees have
been planted and the rare Ragged Robin Rose was
reintroduced to its historic locations along the sevenmile long stretch. Victoria Avenue Forever brought
national attention to the project when the corridor
was documented by the Historic American Engineering Record.
Linking downtown Riverside to Citrus State Historic Park and serving as a critical feature in developing heritage tourism, the boulevard faces continuing growth pressures. Again, Victoria Avenue
Forever has stepped forward, convincing the City to
create a committee to prepare a long-term management plan. Victoria Avenue Forever has merged the
best components of citizen participation: selfinitiative, informed advocacy, and the willingness to
dig in and help, literally, in preparing the ground for
a better environment.
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation
and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A F has purchased plants
and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 300 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our
members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
Name:

Phone:

Address

City, State, ZIP

'

'

Make checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever.
Mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, C A 92506.
$10.00 Individual

$20.00 Family

Yes, I would like to volunteer:

$50.00 Sustaining

Board member

Mailings

Other Donation
Planting

I would like to donate $50.00 to plant a tree in honor of:
Name
Please send acknowledgement to:
Name
Address
City

(

State and ZIP
Thanks to Shelter West Realty
for the use of their computer, printer, and paper in preparing this newsletter.

Publicity

