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Urban Forestry & the Jane Street Eucalyptus
By Dave Roger • Urban Forester • City of Riverside • Park and Recreation Department

Through the practice of Urban Forestry -which is
simply people working with trees to improve the environment - a dead tree made things better!
The Dr. Peter Lewis Memorial Garden at the corner of Jane St. and Victoria Avenue is a focal point
for Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) . It clearly demonstrates the successful energies of citizens working
to improve the environment. Recently its large eucalpytus tree died.
The negative message of a dead tree was on the
mind of Sam Knapp of Sam Knapp & Associates, a
local tree service, who worked with the V A F board
and the city forester to use this as a demonstration of
urban forestry in action.
This tree died because of the eucalpytus borer, an
insect that lays its eggs under the bark. As the larvae
hatch and begin to grow they fan out eating just under the bark. The gallery network created by the larvae eventually girdles the tree, keeping nutrients and
water from flowing, causing the tree to die.
It was important to remove the tree and dispose of
the wood as soon as possible before the larvae
emerge as adults to infect nearby trees. Knapp & Associates did this at their expense and chipped the
wood right at the site. (The chipping process destroys
the larvae.) Victoria Avenue Forever is now making
use of the chips as mulch in the memorial garden to
reduce run off from sprinklers and trap soil moisture.
V A F ' s involvement demonstrates cooperation in
managing our urban environment. A partnership was

created between a non-profit organization, government, and private industry to reduce the threat of insect damage to other trees. The biomass from the n-ee
was not looked upon as a liability, but rather an asset
to be used to improve the environment.
As you drive down Victoria Avenue and pass
Jane, remember the large eucalyptus that once shaded
the garden is still working for us.

Removing the Eucalyptus Tree
Victoria Avenue and Jane Street

VAF Annual Meeting & Ice Cream Social
August 20,1995 • 5:00 PM
Shelter West Park • 5885 Brockton Avenue
Come join the fun! There will be lots of cooi refeshn^|i|i|i|||tion of officers, and comments by Dave
I Roger» Urban Forester, and Randy Soiin, Park Ranger. We are inviting representatives of other parks sup|;- pon groups to be our guests.
See how you can become more involved in making Riverside a more beautiful place!
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173 Trees!
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That's right! V A F planted more than 173 trees this past year. It was a year of real
progress for us. We also achieved our non-profit status from the IRS. A l l donations and
memberships are tax deductible and this status allows us to apply for some of the many
grants available to organizations like ours.
We encouraged the City Council to adopt the ten principles for enhancing and preserving
Victoria Avenue. They did approve all but the idea of "no additional traffic lights". However, because of the controversy over the issue of a new light at Washington and Victoria, the
Council has scheduled a public meeting on September 28 in the evening. Save the date; we
would appreciate your support. We hope this meeting will become a forum for a positive exchange of ideas. We don't want to see Washington becoming a giant funnel for traffic from
Woodcrest and Van Buren, Hoards of commuters whizzing down Victoria do not enhance
our scenic avenue.
V A F was the proud recipient of the President's Award from the California Preservation
Foundation and Hal Snyder took home a Volunteer of the Year Award from the Volunteer
Bureau. We also received a grant from Job's Daughters to plant 17 Eucalyptus trees on the
avenue.
It has been a busy year. Next year may be even busier. We have agreed to plant all the
median trees between Boundary and McAllister as soon as the city finishes the landscape
constuction. We will also plant new median trees between Mary and Jane, fill in roses, and
replant the seventeen trees that have died or been vandalized during the past year. We hope
to apply for some grants to help us pay for the trees and plant materials. (Anyone out there
who would like to help us with grant-writing??) We will reprint our handsome Victoria Avenue brochure so we can make it available at City Hall, the Chamber of Commerce, the Mission Inn, and next year's Orange Blossom Festival. (All 5(XX) previously printed copies have
been distributed.)
Hope you will find time to give us a hand with some of our many activities. (See planting
schedule inside.) See you soon.

1994- 1995 O F F I C E R S

$$$ Needed for Brochure
We are preparing to reprint our Victoria Avenue Forever brochure. Your contributions will enable us to distribute these colorful
pamphlets extensively so that many more people will appreciate
our special avenue.
Donors of $250 or more will be acknowledged in the brochure.
Please make checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
Send to Marie Hempy • 1453 Tiger Tail • Riverside, CA 92506
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Time for Dialog • Riverside: Livable Community?
Editorial comment by Rosie Francisco, Victoria Avenue Forever board member
Whether from the list recendy published by the group Zero Population Growth (ZPG) which rated
Riverside among the 10 worst U.S. cities in which to raise a child, or from the May 15, 1995 cover story of
Newsweek Magazine, "Bye-Bye- Suburban Dream", which twice pictures neighboring Temecula as an example
of bad urban planning, we have received a wake-up call to think about our community. What has it become?
Where is it going?
We certainly are not alone. A recent report sponsored by a diverse coalition - Bank of America, the
California Resources Agency, Greenbelt Alliance, and Low Income Housing - points out that California must
become smarter about how it grows. The sprawl that fueled economic and population booms has shifted "from
an engine of California's growth to a force that now threatens to inhibit growth and degrade the quality of our
life".
This year I have attended two conferences on Livable Communities sponsored by the Local Government
Commission. Participating in the conferences were leaders involved in shaping land use and transportation
decisions in their communities. The purpose of the meeting was to learn from those who are doing it, how we
can create communities which are "economically successful, environmentally sound and socially satisfying
places in which to live". It mattered not if the speaker was from a large urban center (Vancouver, B.C.,
Portland, or Pasadena) or from a small rural area (Lodi, Humboldt County, Mammoth Lakes) each one emphasized that the critical ingredient in successful communities is full public participation in the planning. The
public must discuss and decide what they want their community to be. Planning should evolve from the bottom
up. General plans must be reviewed. A General Plan, conceived 20 -30 years ago in the Age of Sprawl, is not
appropriate today. Concepts of good livable cities abound - a place designed for people; mixed use development with living, working and shopping places within walking or easy transit distance; mixed housing types;
neighborhoods designed to encourage contact between neighbors; neighborhood parks and narrow streets where
children can play and traffic moves more slowly; new housing to in fill areas where services are already in
place; an open space or agricultural boundary to define the city; a transportation system which offers an altema
tive to the automobile - transit/bike/walk; and the consideration of all citizens.
A few months ago I spoke with a Riversider who works in south Corona. A friend of hers takes her to work;
to come home she relies on a co-worker to take her two miles to a bus stop. She rides the bus to within blocks
of her home near Brockton and University, The trip home takes two hours. A neighbor of mine reads to a blind
couple who depend on the bus for transportation. They cannot attend evening concerts or plays because of the
limited evening bus service. On weekends the gready reduced daytime bus schedule means trips take much
longer.
All over Riverside streets are being widened and signals installed to plan for "future traffic". A signal being
installed at the comer of Anna and Arlington is costing $84,(XX). The proposed signal and street widening at
Washington and Victoria is estimated to cost $2(X),000 to $300,(XX). Freeway sound walls cost $1 million to
$1.5 million per mile. Added together, millions of dollars are being spent to accommodate our automobiles. But
what is being spent for those without a car? We associate our cars with freedom but have we reached a point
where they dominate our lives at the expense of our sense of community? Is it time to give alternative transportation a priority? Would adjustments now make Riverside a better place to live?
What defines the character of Riverside? What has value and what needs to be changed?
It is time for the citizens to speak up.
There are opportunities to make a difference. Call me i f you would like to become involved.
Rosie Francisco • 682-9295
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Join in the fun....
and make Victoria Avenue even more beautiful!
These are our planting and activity dates for the 1995-1996 season:
Date

Activity

Meeting Place

October 21, 1995

Dr. Peter Lewis Garden planting

Victoria & Jane

November 4,1995

Pyracanthas, missing trees

Victoria & Washington

November 18, 1995

Tree-planting Boundary - McAllister

Victoria & McAllister

December 2, 1995

Rose Cuttings

Victoria & Maude

January 13, 1996

Flowering Peach Tree infill planting

Victoria & Monroe

February 10, 1996

Rose planting

Victoria & Maude

March 2, 1996

Horse Chestnut Planting

Victoria & Mary

March 23, 1996

Angel Trumpet infill planting

Victoria & Myers

. (

For all activities meet at 9:00 A M at the designated place. Bring gloves, trowels,
clippers, and shovels, if possible. (Marked clearly with your name, please)
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Blooming Now.

by Hal Snyder

Be sure to see the bright yellow blossoms of the gold medallion tree (Cassia leptophylla) blooming right now
on the west side of Victoria Avenue between Lincoln and Anna, and on the east side between Jefferson and
Grace. And don't miss the lavender-flowered chaste trees (Vitex agnus-castus) in the median between Lincoln
and Horace, and in the median between Jefferson and Adams.
In the Dr. Peter Lewis garden at Jane and Victoria, the three yellow-flowered palo verde trees are in bloom,
as are the two pink-flowered chitalpa (Chitalpa tashkentensis) trees in the center oval. And of course, crape
myrdes are blooming everywhere in white and shades of pink.

Trees Planted
A Whole Block of Chinese Fringe Trees by Hal Snyder
Chinese fringe trees (Chionanthus retusus) purchased and planted by Victoria Avenue Forever volunteers
on April 29, 1995, will henceforth grace the entire block of Victoria Avenue from Gratton to Montoe streets.
The white-flowered oleander trees in this block were a constant chore for the maintenance crews since they
constandy were suckering at the base, trying to become the bush that is their natural growth habit. The decision
was made by the city to replace them with a real tree which will also bear white flowers.
The Victoria Garden Club, founded in 1939, is disbanding and wanted to be remembered with two trees on
Victoria Avenue.Since 1952 its members have planted 36 trees in Riverside.
Mrs. Jan Clark Cullen of Santa Rosa also contributed a tree in memory of her father, Frank Clark, who lived
on Victoria Avenue at the edge of the arroyo from 1890 until his death in 1974. According to Mrs. Clark, "He
loved Riversde, Victoria Avenue, and the bridge that crossed *his' arroyo".
We also gratefully acknowledge the following gifts:
The Thomas Family - In memory of Gordon Bennett
Laurie Miller, Jeff Miller, and Chris Perry - For Grandma Nancy's 90th birthday
Martin and Carol Tobias - In memory of Jan Goodsite and June Stanley
Margo Button - In memory of Jan Goodsite and Carrie Dee Bashaw Hislaire
Janice Jimenez - For Dana Don White
Roxanne Longtin - In honor of Shirley B. Markley
Earl and Wilma Shade - In honor of Charles Weir Family and William and Ann Frolich
Jean-Pierre, and Norma Barricelli in memory of Veblen and Natalie Vermilyea
Mary and Dick Wadding, Dee and Bill Jarvis, Milly and Ben Clark in memory of Bob Pierce
George Anne Leonard in memory of Melvin Sommer
George Anne Leonard and Bill Schalaumann in memory of Agnes Shaw Worsley and Mary A. Crary

Congratulations!
-To Hal Snyder, our resident flora expert and hard worker, for being honored as a Volunteer of the Year
by the Volunteer Center of Riverside.
- T o Victoria Avenue Forever for receiving the President's Award at the California Preservation
Conference in June.
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation
and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A F has purchased plants
and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 150 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our
members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue.
To fmd out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS

Make checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, C A 92506

$10.00 Individual
$20.00 Family
$50.00 Sustaining

Other Donation
Yes, I would like to volunteer

Thanks to Shelter West Realty....
for the use of their computer,
printer, and paper in preparing this
newsletter.

