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Chinese Fringe Trees are Comingl 
by Ric Catron, Park Planner 
Riverside Park and Recreation Department 

On Saturday, April 29, VAF is having another 
tree planting party in celebration of Arbor Day. 
We will be planting the elegant Chinese fringe trees 
(Chionanthus retusus) along the median from Grat
ton to Monroe. This will be the second planting of 
this beautiful species along Victoria Avenue. 

Long time V A F members will remember when the 
City of Riverside received an Urban Forestry Small 
Business Administration grant in 1992. Over 250 24" 
box trees were planted from the Victoria Avenue 
Bridge to out past Tyler Street. Chinese fringe trees, 
which were planted across from Poly High School 

jvere part of this grant. 

The Chinese fringe tree is another species that does 
well in Riverside, but is not widely grown. Its deli
cate, white, lacy flowers come out while the tree is 
still dormant in late winter-early spring. With the 
abundant winter rains, our existing trees were spec
tacular this year. 

This small scale tree grows no more than 20' tall 
with an equal spread. Sunset lists it for zones 2-9, 
14-24. It flowers best in sandy loam soil with hot 
summer weather. It prefers moderate irrigation. 

Come join the celebration on April 29. It's lots of 
fun and you meet the nicest people! 

Chinese Fringe Trees 
on Victoria Avenue between Central and Arhngton 

Tree Planting Day • Tree Planting Day 
April 29 at 8:45 a.m. 

Meet at the corner of Monroe and Victoria 

We will plant Chinese fringe trees between Gratton and Monroe 
Bring gloves and shovels 

Call Hal Snyder - 684-0596 - for more information 



Need for Traffic Solution! 
A Message from the President 

Ad Hoc The ad hoc committee appointed by the City Coun-
Committee cil to develop an overall plan for Victoria Avenue met 

Meets on March 30. The discussion centered on the pro
posed stoplight at Washington and Victoria Avenue. 
The city guidelines for traffic control indicate the 
stoplight is needed because of the volume of traffic at 
the intersection. (A volume that will increase when 
Overlook Parkway is connected to Alessandro.) 

Traffic I understand the problem. Traffic. Traffic needs to 
Dilemma cross Victoria Avenue on its way to freeway or town. 

It is truly a dilemma. Earlier planners did not bank on 
the great increase of homes southeast of Victoria. As 
traffic has increased, the planners have tried to devise 
collector streets to move traffic toward the 91 Free
way. Washington Avenue, with its direct connection 
to Van Buren, is just such a street -but it crosses Vic
toria. What to do? 

How To When this committee was formed, we had hoped 
Preserve the discussion would center on an overall plan for 
Victoria Victoria Avenue- a plan that would be in place for all 
Avenue? city departments to use as a guideline. There is no one 

who wants to destroy Victoria, and many who want to 
preserve it. The question is how? 

We need input. I f you have a solution to the traffic 
dilemma or a thought on what you would like to see 
Victoria Avenue become, please call one of the coun
cil members on the committee: Ameai Moore 682-

Express 6164, Maureen Kane 682-8292, and Alex Clifford, 
Your Ideas 354-5304. We know the commissions involved in this 

issue are opposed to a light. So is the V A F Board. But 
in order to keep the light from becoming a reality, we 
need ideas to solve the traffic problem. The next 
meeting of the ad hoc committee is April 27 at 1:00 . 
Please call with your suggestions. 

Harie/Hempy 

California Preservation Con fe rence 
June 1-3 

The 20th Annual California Preservation Conference will be held in 
Riverside at the historic Mission Inn. Volunteers will be needed for vari
ous jobs during the week end. 

If you are interested in helping with this event please call Dorothy Gi l -
liland, 689-4097. 

IVIulching 
to Do 

The mulch on the Dr. Peter 
Lewis Garden at Jane and Victor
ia needs renewing. Come help us 
on May 20 at 8:45 AM. 

In order for the mulch to con
trol weeds and conserve water, it 
needs to be thick. The mulch ap
plied in previous years is breaking 
down and needs to be replaced. 
The decaying mulch has improved 
the soil, as demonstrated by the 
earthworms that have found a 
home in the park. 
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by Hal Snyder 

In addition to the fragrant blossoms on the sweetshade trees between Washington and Madison, be sure to see 
Captain Dammer's horse chestnut's reddish flowers in the median at the east side of the Mary Street intersec
tion with Victoria Avenue. This tree (Aesculus hippocastanum). City of Riverside Cultural Landmark No. 66, 
was transplanted from Capt. Dammer's homesite by the city in 1974 when Mary Street was widened. 

At the Dr. Peter Lewis Garden at Jane and Victoria, the sulfur flower (Eriogonum umbellatum) is making 
quite a show with yellow flowers on neat, rounded plants. See them and help us mulch on May 20th! 

And have the Ragged Robin roses ever looked better? 

Sweetshade Trees 
"Confect ionery " Plantings of the 
Victorian Era 

by Ric Catron, Park Planner 
Riverside Park and Recreation Department 

On March 25 V A F , assisted by the Riverside com
munity, sponsored one of our most successful tree-
planting parties to date. Eighty 15 gallon sweetshade 
trees (Hymenosporum flavum) were planted in the 
median from Washington to Madison between the ex
isting pyracanthas to provide vertical interest and 
summer color. 

This species is also known as the wing seed tree in 
Florida because the flat seeds, unlike other relatives 
of the pittosporum family, are not sticky, but are 
"winged". Sweetshade is in the same botanical family 
as the more common Tobira pittosporum. 

The Sunset Western Garden Book lists this Aus
tralian species as adaptable for zones 8-9, and 14-23. 
It is cold-hardy to 20 degrees. The species is an ever
green small tree or large shrub, symmetrical, and py-
ramidical in form. It is generally considered moderate 
growing, reaching 20 - 40' in height, with a narrow 
spread. However, in its native rainforest environment 
of New South Wales and Queensland, occasional 
specimens can reach 70 feet. 

The Sweetshade is noted for its glossy bright green 
foliage and delicate blossoms. It begins bearing light 
yellow flowers in loose terminal umbel-like panicles 
in late April, with blooms continuing into September. 
The tubular flowers deepen to golden with a red-
marked throat as they mature. The fragrance is de
lightful, reminiscent of citrus blossoms, only lighter. 

Sweetshade can be grown in full or partial sun con
ditions. It prefers deep irrigation. This is one species 
that appreciates a supplemental iron chelate fertilizer, 
especially in heavier clay soils, as it can experience 
chlorosis, or yellowing leaves due to soil nutrient de
ficiencies. 

Sweetshades were introduced into the Southern 
California landscape by Dr. Francesco Franceschi, a 
prominent Italian nurseryman who lived in Santa 
Barbara from 1893-1913. He is reputed to have intro
duced more than 600-700 plants into the United 
States-more than any other individual. 

The lovely sweetshade trees are not common to 
Riverside, but are planted over a wide area of South-
em California from Santa Barbara to San Diego. Oth
er prominent plantings of this species are noted as the 
downtown street tree on Yale Street in the "village" 
section of Claremont and a lovely grove in the Aus
tralian section of the Quail Botanic Gardens in coast
al Encinitas. 

This is a species that truly should be grown more 
often by homeowners. We are fortunate to have this 
significant planting along Victoria Avenue which 
should develop into a major visual treasure in the 
years to come. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Thanks to Dave Roger, Riverside's Urban Fo
rester, for locating a grower who could supply 80 
sweetshade trees; and to Sam Knapp, a local certi
fied arborist, who drove to the growing fields to in
spect the trees to ensure that we were getting the best 
stock possible. 

Good News for Members! 
As of January 30, Victoria Avenue Forever is now 

designated a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. This 
means that your contributions to V A F are tax deducti
ble to the full extent allowed by law. 
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE FOREVER 
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation 
and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A F has purchased plants 
and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 150 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our 
members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to 
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

NAME: PHONE: 

ADDRESS 

Make checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506 

$10.00 Individual 

$20.00 Family Yes, I would like to volunteer 

Other Donation Thanks to Shelter West Realty 

for the use of their computer, 
printer, and paper in preparing this 
newsletter. $50.00 Sustaining 


