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Urban Forester Appointed 
In keepng with its tradition of valuing trees, the City of Riverside has 

recently appointed Dave Roger to be our new Urban Forester. With 
somewhere between 110,000 and 140,000 trees within the city, taking 
care of them is a major task. As Urban Forester, Dave plans to develop a 
management program for the maintenance of existing trees and the 
planting of new ones for a rejuvenated forest. 

Dave's previous position was with the City of Claremont as Assistant 
Director of Community Services. He as been a resident of Riverside for 
21 years and served on the Park and Recreation Commission for six 
years prior to his appointment with the city. He currendy serves as 
Chairman of the California Urban Forest Advisory Council and points 
out that urban forests include any areas impacted by development, such 
as Idyllwild and Big Bear. 

Another aspect of Dave's job is education. He hopes to promote the 
ecological virtues of trees in deahng with air pollution and providing en
ergy-saving shade for our homes. Riverside is a more beautiful and 
healthful place because of our "forest" and Dave Roger plans to keep it 
that way! 

A bit of history: We have learned from new V A F member, Bea She-
man, that her great grandfather, John H. Reed, was the first Riverside 
"tree warden"-an unpaid position. Formerly a school administrator in 
Ohio, Mr. Reed became a citrus grower in the area of Chicago and 
Blaine and was instrumental in bringing the University of California Cit
rus Experiment Station to Riverside. He began as Tree Committee 
Chairman for the Chamber of Commerce and became involved in the 
city's program to plant and maintain trees. The tradition continues. 

Tree Planting Day • Tree Planting Day 
March 25 at 8:45 a.m. 

Meet at the corner of Washington and Victoria 

We will plant sweetshade trees, Hymenosporum flavum, between Washington and Madison 
Bring gloves, shovels, and clippers 

Call Hal Snyder - 684-0596 - for more information 

Dave Roger has Plans 
for our Urban Forest 

Commitment to Trees, to 
Riverside, to California 

Trees Enhance our Ecology 
as well as our Vista 

The City's First 
"Tree Warden" 



Blooming Now. 
Look for these signs of spring: Chinese fringe tree, Chionanthus retusus, showing white flowers planted be

tween frontage road and south side of Victoria; golden trumpet tree,Tbebuia chrysotricha, with yellow flowers 
planted in Dr. Peter Lewis Garden at Jane and Victoria; western redbud, Cercis occidentalis, featuring rosy pink 
flowers in the median of Victoria from Central to Arlington and Jackson to Gibson; and Bradford pear, Pyrus 
calleryana, with white flowers in the median between Mary and Washington. Enjoy the beauty! 

Chaste Trees 
"Modes t " Plantings of the Victor ian Era 

by Ric Catron, Park Planner 
Riverside Park and Recreation Department 

Would you like to know something about the 
chaste trees planted recently and now gracing the me
dians between Lincoln and Anna, Anna and Horace, 
and Jefferson to St. Lawrence? Vitex agnus-castus, 
otherwise known as Wild Pepper or Indian Spice, is a 
small aromatic deciduous tree, native to Southern Eu
rope. There it normally grows along streambeds, es
pecially in the coastal zone. 

These handsome multiple-trunked plants can 
achieve 10' to 25' of growth. They have attractive 
gray foliage with palmately divided leaves. During 
the summer and autumn months they produce beauti
ful 6-8" blue panicle flowers. Tiny round "peppers", 
actually drupes, are produced after blooming. The 
common lantana is a member of the same botanical 
Verbenaceae family. 

Sunset Magazine lists this drought-tolerant species 
as suitable for growing in zones 4-14. An excellent 
garden plant, it adapts well to dry conditions, as well 
as moist environments. Without irrigation it retains 
shrublike proportions, growing no more than 6' high. 
With water it grows moderately to full height and 
spread. Our variety is the blue (Latifolia) form. The 
chaste tree is also commercially available in the white 
(Alba) and ^mk-(Rosea) varieties. 

City of Riverside Park Superintendent, Dan Rob
erts and his crew, planted the first of the 21 specimen-
sized trees last Spring. The rest were planted last 
month. 

The V A F trees came from Glendale, Arizona, near 
Phoenix. We got a great deal on these beauties! 

More Tree News: 
During the severe wind and rain storm on March 

10th we lost a large Bradford pear, several large old 
flowering peaches, several pepper trees, and lots of 
branches on other trees. 

In February eight newly planted flowering peaches^^ 
between Irving and Jackson and four newly plante(^^ 
flowering nectarines between Grace and Jefferson 
were stolen. These were all commemorative trees 
which V A F will replace. A l l of us need to keep an 
eye out for this kind of vandalism. 

The thirteen chaste trees and the four saucer mag
nolias purchased by V A F were planted by the city, 
since 24" boxed trees are a little too big for volun
teers to handle. 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

(How did the chaste tree get its name?) 

Underground Wiring 
Project Begun! 

The Victoria Avenue Electrical Undergrounding 
project has begun! Trenching to bury utility lines be
gan in January and will continue through April. R e - ^ 
moval of unnecessary power poles will take until O c - ^ * 
tober. The project when completed will cover six 
blocks from Harrison Street to Monroe Street. 



The following is a reprint of the very well-received speech given by VAF President, 
Marie Hempy, at the City Council Meeting on February 7,1995 

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council: 

" Victoria Avenue, from Myrtle Street to the southern city limits, is designated as City Landmark #8, 
one of the earliest such designations. The City Council...in the past... has been asked to recognize the 
economic and aesthetic value of preserving the historic character of Victoria Avenue as a tourist corri
dor to the California Citrus Heritage Park. 

The Cultural Heritage Board, the Park and Recreation Commission, the city's measure " C " committee, 
the Victoria Ad Hoc Committee, and Victoria Avenue Forever, developed a list of objectives for Victor
ia Avenue that we collectively believe are in the best interests of this valuable public resource. 

These objectives are: 
1) To reduce commuter traffic on Victoria Avenue by improving parallel streets to accept heavy 

high-speed traffic which is inappropriate to, and dangerous on Victoria; 
2) To ensure that any new, or improved, arterials, intersecting Victoria Avenue, be planned to carry 

traffic across the City Landmark street rather than on to it; 
3) To reduce Victoria Avenue's traffic load as defined in the City's circulation element to the Gener

al Plan; 
4) To remain committed to an historically consistent or compatible replanting plan, as approved by 

the Park and Recreatiom Commission and the Cultural Heritage Board, along medians and parkways; 
5) To ensure that existing plantings may only be removed from the medians and parkways condition

al to immediate replacement in compliance with the replanting plan approved by the Park and Recrea
tion Commission and the Cultural Heritage Board; 

6) To adopt and support a maintenance plan for landscaped medians and parkways; 
7) To restrict paving widths to existing dimentions; 
8) To introduce no new traffic signals because they disrupt the historic character and invite new com

muter traffic which can force further compromises to that character; 
9) To investigate and pursue the designation of Victoria Avenue as a State-designated scenic corri

dor; and 
10) To extend Victoria Avenue beautification efforts north of Myrtle street so as to encourage the use 

of the Avenue as a tourist corridor between the historic downtown and the greenbelt. 

We now...on behalf of the memberships that we represent, respectfully request that the City Council 
adopt, as City policy, these same objectivesfor Victoria Ave. " 

Signed by the chairpersons of: 
Cultural Heritage Board 
Measure C Committee 
Park and Recreation Commission 
Victoria Ave. Ad Hoc Committee 
Victoria Avenue Forever 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
This statement was written in 1991. Four years have passed.The City Council has changed. The co-
mission and committee chairpersons have changed. Victoria Avenue has changed. 

It has changed because of the efforts of Victoria Avenue Forever and the Parks Dept.; It has changed 
because of the monetary donations of hundreds of Riversiders for commemorative trees; It has changed 
due to the many Riverside business people who contributed funds so that we could publish our first bro
chure; It has changed because of the many, many volunteers giving up their Saturday mornings to help 
in plantings; It has changed because of the many teenagers from Gage Junior High, North, Poly, Lin
coln, Norte Vista, La Sierra & Arlington High Schools, and The Tick-Tockers, who have been out there 
digging holes to plant trees; It has changed because the Master Gardners of UC Cooperative Extension 
have helped with their expertise and assistance. 

\ 



Yes, the Ragged Robin roses have been propogated and replanted. More than 450 trees have been planted 
in the median and along the parkways. The Peter Lewis park has transformed a vacant field at Jane St. 
into an attractive mini-park. The Lorraine Small Commemorative Planting of roses is thriving at Myrtle. 
In a few years the trees will grow taller, the shrubs more lush, and the roses will bloom even more pro
fusely, becoming even more beautiful. Our grand avenue is being restored to its former breathtaking 
beauty. 

At one time, in the early 1900's, Victoria Avenue was considered one of the grand avenues of the United 
States. An article by Tom Patterson in the Press- Enterprise, published in December of 1957, says " By 
1903 the Avenue was well known nationally, and its trees, roses and groves had reached impresive 
growth...(but) there is a question today. Can it be saved in its original form as a monument to pioneers 
who built beyond the needs of subdivision and selling? Or as an attractive feature of the city for present 
residents, who might like to see a little of the past, especially a past that is green, attractive and restful?" 

Many, many people today are learning to treasure and preserve the green, the attractive and the restful. 
They've had have enough of cold cement, of whizzing urban traffic, barren strip malls and industrial 
"parks". More and more urban planners are realizing they have a moral and ethical responsibility to 
create places that have a human scale with a richer sense of place and a stronger sense of community. 

We are fortunate in Riverside that we already have such places given to usby those who have lived here 
before us. It is our task to be certain they will be vital and living and growing for our children and grand
children— the future generations. The very fact that so many citizens have actively participated in the en
hancement and preservation of Victoria Avenue over the past five years is testimony that Riverisiders ap
preciate the inestimable value of this jewel—green....attractive...restful. 

In order to set the course for the future, we ask you, once-and-for-all, toestablish a philosophy for River
side to preserve and enhance Victoria. To assure our citizenry that the ten points above, stated time and 
again, will be 
adhered to by all facets of city government, not just the citizens commissions and volunteer organizations 
that have brought this to the attention of so many Riverside City Councils' past. 

Perhaps one day Victoria Avenue will again gamer the kind of national reputation it once en
joyed..Maybe one day we will have eight miles of continuous, rugged, ragged robin roses; an aray of col
orful, flowering median trees blooming most of the year; stately old eucalyptus and magnolia trees; and 
those marvelous, tall palm trees, all in a line, stretching as far as we can sec.clear to L a Sierra Avenue. 
Perhaps you ladies and gentlemen of the council, will be the members of a Riveside City Council that can 
reassure the citizens of our city that this vision can be a reality. 

Along with our dramatically restored Mission Inn and our brand new Citrus Heritage Park, Victoria Av-
neue is indeed a jewel in the crown of Riverside. Let's work together to be certain we keep it that way! 



Master Gardeners Help VAF 
A Message from the President 

Light 
Stopped for 

90 Days 

Ad Hoc 
Committee 
Appointed 

Mission 
Statement 

Thanks to the support of many Riversiders, a deci
sion on the proposed stoplight at Washington and 
Victoria has been postponed for 90 days. In the 
meantime, the City Council appointed an ad hoc 
committee to work with Steve Why Id to come up with 
a plan that will be supported by the community. 
Members of the committee are 3 Council members 
(Ameal Moore, Maureen Kane, and Alex Clifford) 
and the chairpersons of the Culteral Heritage Board, 
Measure C Committee, Park and Recreation Commis
sion, and Victoria Avenue Forever. 

The board members of Victoria Avenue Forever 
came up with this mission statement at their last 
meeting: To provide Victoria Avenue as a sustainable 
scenic corridor for the community while retaining its 
historic character. 

Thanks for all your support. 
We will keep you posted. 

Mcwiey Hempy 

Upcoming Events 
April 22-23 
Sunkist Orange Blossom Festival 

Victoria Avenue Forever is providing docents to accompany shutde 
buses transporting visitors between the festival in downtown Riverside 
and the California Citrus State Historic Park on Sunday, April 23.We 
will also have an information and T-shirt booth at the park. 

June 1-3 
California Preservation Conference 

The 20th Annual California Preservation Conference will be held in 
Riverside at the historic Mission Inn. Volunteers will be needed for vari
ous jobs during the week end. 

L I f you are interested in helping with either of these events please call 
FDorothy Gilliland, 689-4097. 

Memorials 
Four saucer magnolias were 

planted between Gibson and Van 
Buren thanks to these Friends of 
Charlean Connelley: 

Dorothy Adams 
Barbara and Morgan Antrim 
Charlotte Bingham 
Cynthia Bong 
Jean Collins worth 
Alfred Delay 
Elizabeth Forslund 
Fred and Ann Freeman 
Mr. and Mrs. James Gatherum 
Lynda Guerrero 
Shirley Hanson 
Hawthorne School 
Mary Humboldt, Bob Buster 
Buda Lockhart 
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Marr 
Ruthann Mlcoch 
Susan Nash 
Chomingwen Pond 
Winifred Ragsdale 
Bettye and Jack Reid 
Adele Skubic 
Thelma Tague 

1994 - 1995 O F F I C E R S 

President: Marie Hempy 
1st Vice President: 

Hal Snyder 
ZndVice President: 

PatiWeIr 
Treasurer: Rosie Francisco 

Recording Secretary: 
Adele Beck 

Corresponding Secretary: 
Charla Connelly 

Newsletter: 
Marsha Loveridjje 

DIRECTORS 

Dorothy Gilliland 
Eari Shade 

DIanne Monza 
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE FOREVER 

(Current members will be notified when their membership expires) 

Victoria Avenue Forever (VAF) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation 
and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A F has purchased plants 
and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 150 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our 
members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue. 

To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to 
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us! 

NAME: PHONE: 

ADDRESS 

Make checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever 
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506 

$10.00 Individual 

$20.00 Family 

$50.00 Sustaining 

Other Donation 

Yes, I would like to volunteer 

Thanks to Shelter West Realty. 

for the use of their computer, 
printer, and paper in preparing this 
newsletter. 


