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Stop the Stop Ligtit!
Signal lights and turn lanes are
proposed for the intersection of
Victoria Avenue and Washington
Street. Not too long ago there
were no traffic signals or stop
signs anywhere on the Avenue.
Now there are signals at L a Sierra,
Van Buren, Arlington, and Central. There are stop signs at Harrison, Monroe, Adams, Jefferson,
Madison, Washington, Mary,
Jane, Maude, Horace, and Lincoln.
Do we need aother traffic signal at
Washington?
' What would a signal at Washington mean?
- Narrowing the easterly median of Victoria Avenue for a left
tum lane onto southbound Washington
- Moving or removing palm
trees in the easterly median of
Victoria Avenue
- Widening the intersection by
shortening both sides of the median of Victoria Avenue
- Installing traffic lights and all
the other signs that go with them
on Victoria Avenue
What is the rationale for proposing this change?
"Efficient Traffic Flow"- moving more cars through this intersection at peak times is the reason
given. Accidents are not a problem.
What would be the cost of installing this signal?
hi dollars - $375,000-$400,000
In the damage to our Avenue IMMEASURABLE!

Why is it important to prevent
this action?
The proposed signal would be
the first in the greenbelt area.
The future could bring signals at
Mary, Madison, and Adams as
well. Victoria Avenue is a major
asset and attraction for Riverside.
Its beauty lies in its quiet, rural
nature and pace.
We cannot
eliminate the changes made already, but we can prevent the further urbanization of this historic
park within the greenbelt. Victoria Avenue is not meant to be a
commuter thoroughfare.

What can V A F members do?
Write Open Fomm-Press/Enterprise
Write or call Council Members:
3900 Main St. Riverside.CA 92522
Home Phone numbers:
Chuck Beaty
787-8984
Ameal Moore
682-6164
Joy Defenbaugh 684-8926
Maureen Kane
682-8292
Alex Clifford
354-5304
Teri Thompson 354-2943
Laura Pearson
687-1175
Emphasize the importance of
Victoria Avenue to the city and its
residents and why this proposed
stop light would be so damaging.

Master G a r d e n e r s Help V A F
A Message from the President

Help for
VAF

Several Master Gardeners have been working with
us on our plantings and prunings lately. In fact, I became involved with Victoria Avenue Forever in fulfilling my required volunteer hours as a first year
Master Gardener.

Who are
Master
Gardeners?

Master Gardeners acquire that designation by being
accepted into the U C Cooperative Extension Master
Gardener Training Class, attending classes each week
for nine months, passing an exam, and volunteering at
least 50 hours of community service. They become
part of an international organization.

One thing
in common

Members of this group are from all walks of Ufe,
with varying areas and levels of expertise. They all
have one thing in common -they love gardening!

Many
contributions
to the city

Here are some of the unique services they provide
for the community:
- They man the hotline at the U C Cooperative E x tension to answer gardening questions.
- They help maintain landscapes in our parks in
cooperation with our Piu-ks and Recreation Department.
- They volunteer many hours for the various flower
shows
- They give lectures for community groups
- They continue expanding their knowledge of how
to care for our landscapes through a continuing education program.

Thank you!

We appreciate your help, Master Gardeners, and
look forward to more good times together!
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Planting Days A h e a d !
The 3,000 rose cuttings started last year are ready to plant!
Join us February 11 and 25 at 8:45 AM
Corner of Maude and Victoria
Bring gloves, trowels, and shovels
Tree Planting on March 11 and 25 at 8:45AM
Corner of Washington and Victoria
Bring gloves, shovels, and clippers
Call Hal Snyder - 684-0596 - for more information

Questions...
What is the destiny of
Victoria Avenue?
Should it become a park?
What does it mean to be a
Cultural Landmark?
In order to answer these questions, Victoria Avenue Forever
has asked the City Council to a u - _
thorize the Land Use Committee^
to define in specific terms what
we Riversiders want our historic
avenue to be.
This request will be on the City
Council agenda on February 7
between 9:00 A M and noon.
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Blooming Now
Magnolia soulangiana, a special delight in mid-winter, offers show-stopping displays of tulip-like blossoms
(purple outside, white inside) on otherwise barren branches. This tree blooms mid-January to mid-February in
Riverside's climate. Bright spring green leaves will follow the flowers. See magnolia soulangiana in the medians from Gibson to Van Buren and Myrtle to Central.
The earliest flowering peach trees are beginning to bloom - pink, red, or white. Flowering peach and flowering nectarine are located in various blocks from Madison to Jackson.

Students Earn Hours
Volunteer
Opportunites
You won't even get your hands dirty!

April 22-23
'unkist Orange Blossom Festival
Victoria Avenue Forever has been asked to provide
docents to accompany shuttle buses transporting visitors between the fesdval in downtown Riverside and
festivities at the California Citrus State Historic Park
on Sunday, April 23. Those volunteering to be docents will be provided a written text describing interesdng historical/botanical information about Victoria
Avenue, the Gage Canal, the Greenbelt Area, and the
new Citrus Park.

June 1-3
California Preservation Conference
The 20th Annual California Preservation Conference will be held in Riverside at the historic Mission
Inn. This will be an excidng event bringing together
leaders from preservation groups throughout the state
as well as professionals from the public and private
sector. Victoria Avenue will figure prominenUy in the
discussion of historic landscapes. Organizers of the
conference will need the assistance of community volunteers throughout the weekend.
V A F members who would like to help with these
events should call Dorothy Gilliland, 689-4097.

Thanks to the following students from Gage Middle School, Poly and Arlington High Schools, and to
TickTockers who helped with our planting days on
November 19, January 14, and January 17.
Nelson Anderson
Chad Clabaugh
Jennifer Connor
Paul Labita
Jamey Bainer
Trevor Cotarelo
Tommy Arthur
Casey Waldron
Tom Nguyen
Jefferson Gibson
Mindy Meagher
Tracy Thomas
Kristin MoUe
Holly Jenkins
Amy McGuigan
Amanda Perez
Jennifer Abdelmesseh
Gwen Hodges
Kelly Thomas
John Moorhous
Blyth McOsker
Gathering Hartley
Jennifer Phillips
Evette Jordan
Bev Crowe
Krystal Santrizos
Jonathan Koepf
Tamara Hall
Oralia Gibson
Yesenia Sanchez
Katrina Edwards
Amy Johnson
Nada Lougi
Robert Herride
David Rose

E . J . Wanshy
Paul Gausert
Michael Murray
Jelissa Fogg
Jamie Knapp
Travis Mears
John Cram
Michelle Parry
Caroline Untiedt
Danielle Patterson
Danielle Markle
Crista Curtis
Miranda Lavergne
Casey Waldron
Geena Couch
Eric Brown
Robby Olsen
Todd Randall
Jeff Wolf
Scott Wright
Robbie Burkhart
Jennifer Phillips
Robert Widney
Jamie Smith
Autumn Williamson
Sommer Wilson
Sue Hunt
Steven Wahlin
Jennifer Vrobel
Desiree Wood
Rasem Shtryneh
John Cram
Tina Watson
Crista Curtis
Hien Au
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JOIN VICTORIA AVENUE F O R E V E R
(Current members will be notified when their membership expires)
Victoria Avenue Forever ( V A F ) is a non-profit organization founded in 1990, dedicated to the preservation
and beautification of Victoria Avenue. Through fundraisers and membership support, V A F has purchased plants
and trees, organized tree planting parties, planted over 150 trees, organized tree care activities, and informed our
members about the history and value of the plantings on the avenue.
To find out more about the history of Victoria Avenue, to find out how you can become a member, and to
volunteer for activities, please fill in the form below and mail today. We'd love to have you join us!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS

Make checks payable to Victoria Avenue Forever
and mail to 6475 Victoria Avenue, Riverside, CA 92506

$10.00 Individual
$20.00 Family
. $50.00 Sustaining

Other Donation
Yes, I would like to volunteer

Thanks to Shelter West Realty
for the use of their computer,
printer, and paper in preparing this
newsletter.

