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Our Home on Victoria Avenue – Hal Snyder 

 Bill and I were living in Seal Beach, when one evening in 1974, we got a call from 
Tom Potler, an antique dealer in Long Beach.  He said he was going to Riverside the next day 
and would we like to come along?  The next day we drove out to beautiful Victoria Avenue 
and stopped at a house on the corner at Maude Street.   

The house was owned by two sisters, Rosalie Croker from 
Palm Springs and her sister, Eleana, from Bakersfield.  
Their father, an Englishman, Herman Crocker had pur-
chased the home in 1898 from another Englishman, 
Hamlet S. Philpot, who had it built in 1892.  

On the way back to Seal Beach we discussed this house of 
5 bedrooms and 4 baths on 1.33 acres, including 40 Navel 
orange trees.  On the following Thursday, I had to go to 
Texas, but that Sunday, Bill went back to the house to 
give it another look.  He called me that night in Texas, 
and we discussed it and decided to try to buy—cont. on pg 3 

Hal Snyder—the Man, the Myth and the Legend of  Victoria Avenue 
Harold “Hal” Snyder passed away in the early morning of January 1st, 2018.  The citizens of 

Riverside who enjoy our open spaces, greenbelt, Victoria Avenue and the natural vistas of the 

surrounding hills owe much to Hal Snyder for all the contributions he made to the preservation 

of Riverside’s natural beauty.  Hal will be best remembered by us as one of the founding mem-

bers of Victoria Avenue Forever and for devoting the better part of 20 years of his life to our 

Board.  During that time he was our backbone, inspiration and guide.  We dedicate this entire 

newsletter to Hal, his life and his accomplishments.   

 

Early Life-Hal was born on April 20, 1933 in Tillamook Oregon, the older of 2 boys.  His par-

ents were from Portland Oregon, and they were both trained as school teachers, although his 

mother never worked outside the home.  She died while giving birth to his brother when Hal 

was 6.  His father remarried a high school librarian, and she raised the boys.  When WWII start-

ed, the family moved to his maternal grandfather’s old chicken ranch in Clackamas Oregon, 

where his family lived in the former commercial chicken coop that had been converted into a 

residence.  This is where Hal got his first experience gardening, while helping his dad.   During 

the war his father worked as a ship builder.  Hal attended grade school in Clackamas.  After the war, Hal’s father and step-

mother returned to teaching in Hillsboro, Oregon.  Hal graduated from Hillsboro High School in 1951.  —cont. on page 2.   

Cultural Heritage Landmark #82 plaque  

in front of 6475 Victoria Avenue. 
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            There have been a few changes to the Victoria Avenue 
Forever Board of Directors recently. To bring you up to date, 
our longtime Treasurer Susan McClintock has retired, but has 
helped with the transition to our new Treasurer, Raul Jordan.  
His years of business experience are going to serve us very 
well, and we’re delighted to have him working with us.  Also, 
Julie Sullivan, one very hard working High School Science 
teacher, has returned to the Board as Secretary.  We are grate-
ful for her meticulous, thorough attention to detail during 
our monthly meetings. 
       I want to take a moment to express my personal 
sense of loss with the passing of Hal Snyder. We met when I 
was a Master Gardener helping with student volunteers work-
ing in the Dr. Lewis Garden at Victoria and Maude.  Whether 
planting, pruning or mulching, Hal described and demon-
strated just what was to be done, constantly watching, step-
ping in to correct technique, explaining the importance of 
pruning or digging just a certain way.  He was a tireless teach-
er, and I the perpetual student, trying to absorb all I could of 
the plant knowledge he shared so freely.  He was truly the 
Master.  
      This our annual membership renewal season.   We 
turn again to our VAF members and friends to raise the 
funds we need to care for our gardens and memorials, to buy 
roses, trees and drought tolerant plants to keep Victoria Ave-
nue Beautiful.  Remember we are an all-volunteer Board, and 

donations are tax deductible. 
   
 Warm Regards,  
 Lori Yates, President 
 
 

President’s Corner  
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 Education-After high school Hal attended college at Ore-
gon State University and graduated in 1955 with a double 
major in Biology and Education.  Education provided the 
basis for his future career and biology was the source of his 
future passions.  While at Oregon State, Hal joined the Army 
Artillery ROTC to ensure that he could finish school before 
being drafted in the Korean conflict.  He also worked in the 
produce department of a Safeway.  After graduation, Hal re-
ceived a Fulbright scholarship to attend the University of San 
Carlos in Guatemala for a year.  When the year was up he 
returned to Oregon. 
 
Career-Hal accepted a job teaching Biology at Beaverton 
High School.   The next year, a new high school was opened 
and he transferred there and taught Biology and Spanish, and 
eventually just Spanish, for 7 years.  Hal served as State Presi-
dent of the Foreign Language Association.  While teaching 
high school, Hal spent his summers at Stanford taking gradu-
ate courses in Latin American Studies, but never completed a 
degree.  Hal contacted Holt, Rinehart and Winston Publish-
ing and offered to work for them demonstrating the proper 
use of their textbooks, and they accepted.   For 5 years he 
lived in San Francisco and trained educators.  

Hal met Bill Kleese, his lifelong partner, in1968 when he 
demonstrated textbook use in Bill’s Spanish class.  In 1969, 
Hal left San Francisco to live with Bill in Seal Beach.  From 
there, Hal was able to continue his career training educators 
in Southern California school districts.  He did two-hour 
training sessions in Spanish, teaching educators how to effec-
tively use the Holt, Rinehart and Winston textbooks.  Even-
tually another publisher, National Textbook Publishing, hired 
him and he worked for them until he retired in 1995.  In 
1974, Hal and Bill bought an historic house (built in 1892) on 
the corner of Victoria Avenue and Maude Street and Hal was 
able to work from his home in Riverside.   
 
Riverside and Preservation Activism- At this time Hal 
became a champion of preservation.  He worked with many 
other local preservationists, including Rosanna Scott, to get 
“Proposition R” on the Riverside City ballot.  Hal was the 
treasurer for the campaign.  Prop R was a growth initiative 
that protected sensitive land from over development in Riv-
erside’s hills, the greenbelt and Rancho La Sierra.  Specifical-
ly, it limited lot size to a minimum of five acres in the green-
belt, and two to five acres, depending on the slope, on 
hillsides.  R was passed with 66% approval by the voters.  In 
1980, Hal filed a lawsuit against the County to —cont. on pg 6. 

 

Hal Snyder with me accepting a neighborhood beautification award from 

the City in 2002.   
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it.  On Monday, Bill called the two sisters, and on that after-
noon we were in escrow.  I had seen the house once and Bill 
had seen it twice. 

The back of the house was wrapped around on three sides by 
garden.  The only problem was that the ivy had climbed up 
the screens on one side, over the top of the roof and down 
the other side of the house where it had rooted.  We removed 
this ivy, filling three huge dumpsters in the process. 

The driveway came in from Victoria Avenue and did a sharp 
turn at the end of the house and headed out to Maude Street.  
The walkway from the front porch came out to the corner, a 
little past the two front rooms and then turned a 45° angle to 
the driveway.  We paved it with bricks.  As other paths were 
laid out in other areas of the property, they too were paved. 

Early on, the paths, wherever they were located, were lined 
on both sides with planting of boxwood as was the driveway 
out to Maude.   

Behind the house on one side there was a huge white mulber-
ry tree, which provided a welcome shady spot.  Since we were 
bringing a number of shade-loving plants from Seal Beach, 
such as ferns, bromeliads and begonias, this seemed a very 
good place for them.  So we designed a shade house on both 
sides of the path from the pool to the oranges. 

From the very beginning we wanted a swimming pool.  The 
best location we could find for it was at the end of the house 
out to the Maude Street side, so that is where it has been. 

While work was progressing on the swimming pool and the 
lath houses, work began on the three-sided space tucked be-
hind the house.  We decided to lay out brick-paved paths 
lined with boxwood around a two-tiered fountain armed with 
a water jet.  The only other plants were three Camellia bushes 
and one potted cycad.  When we began this garden, there 
were two old Magnolia trees on the backside which had un-

fortunately died and had to be removed.  One of the trees 
sprouted a stem which we left to see what happened to it.  
This stem survived and is now a trunk of five inches in diam-
eter.  The shade is marvelous and the white flowers are very 
pretty. 

In the 1940’s the Crockers had added a storage shed where 
the driveway met Maude Street.  It was built for furniture, 
linens and other family possessions shipped from England 
following the death of two family members.  The building 
was covered with corrugated aluminum siding which we re-
moved and replaced with redwood siding, painted a very red 
color. 

We wanted to plant Wisterias someplace in the garden where 
they could climb and bloom.  Bill and I built ten columns 
along the storage shed out by Maude Street.  The columns 
were eleven and a half feet high and sixteen inches square.  
Five were raised next to the storage shed; another five were 
raised along the other side of the driveway.  Boards were 
raised along the driveway on the columns to support the 

vines, which grew luxuriantly across the driveway and luxuri-
antly across the roof of the storage shed. 

While the construction was taking place, planting of the gar-
den proceeded.  Flower color, size of mature plants, water 
and pruning requirements were just a few of the characteris-
tics.  Over the years, plants came and plants left.  Salvias have 
been especially popular with us; there are more than sixty 
species in the garden with new ones being planted as they are 
introduced. 

The trees present on the property were, in most cases, old 
and in need of replacement.  Two that were here when we 
moved in were the Jacaranda in the front of the house and a 
very large Pepper Tree along Maude Street. —cont. on page 4  

Wisteria vines in full flower next to the shed viewed from Maude 

Street.  Photo taken by D DeMason in April 2014. 

Hartree Grove main house—6475 Victoria Avenue 
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Date 1889 
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There was a very old Southern 
Magnolia in front of the house 
which had to be removed a few 
years ago, unfortunately. 

We planted a variety of trees, 
some of which are still with us 
and some which had to be re-
moved.  We planted five Gink-
gos.  The two planted closest to 
the house became female after 30 
years, which produce large quan-
tities of messy, foul-smelling 
seeds.  We felt we could live with 
one, but not two.  The four re-
maining trees have grown very 
large with little care. 

Another tree we planted that 

grew very large was the Pink Tabebuia.  It is 
growing in a very cramped space between the 
little house, the driveway, and the swimming 
pool.   

Other trees that have grown well for us are the 
Bottlebrush, the Gold Medallion Tree and the 
Chinese Tallow Tree, all of which have attained a 
very large size.  

2017-2018 Officers 

Lori Yates, President  

Darleen DeMason, VP   & 

Newsletter Editor     

Julie Sullivan, Secretary  

Raul Jordan, Treasurer 

Directors 

William Bailey, Jr. 

Marilyn Harris 

Paco Licea 

Jennifer Rechel 

Adam Timura 

Doug Whitley 

Tom Wilson 

Frank and Lynn Yost 

Ex-officio Member 

Robert Filiar 

Victoria AveNews is published  

quarterly each year. 

The VAF Board meets at 6:30 
PM 

on the 2nd Wednesday of each 

month (except August)  

website: 

www.victoriaavenueforever.org 

Follow us on Facebook 

Right-Pink Tabebuia 

in front of the little 

house -February 2015. 

Below-Ginkgo trees in 

the front yard -April 

2014. 

Bottom-Hal standing 

at the base of the Wis-

teria arbor -March 

2014.  

All photos taken by 

Darleen DeMason 

Note from the editor.  This article was hand-

written by Hal in one sitting in 2013.  Bill made 

a few edits by hand on the manuscript.  This 

manuscript was typed as written so that it is in 

Hal’s original words at the time of writing. 

http://www.victoriaavenueforever.org/
mailto:info@victoriaavenue.org
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Contributions  

November 2017 - January 2018 
 Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue For-
ever.  Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for River-
side’s living legacy – Victoria Avenue. 
  

General Contributions and for trees/upkeep 
 Alan & Kathleen Eckard, William Gardner, Josephine Guzzetta, 
Joan Miller, Judy O’Bier, Dr Jennifer Rechel, Thomas Stewart 

 

Razoo Donations 
Linda Barnett, John H Beal, Donald Irving, David Runyon Leeper 

 

Lorraine Small Garden   
Bob Buster & Mary Humboldt, Dr. J. Giles Waines 

 

Save the Eucalypts 
Mayor Rusty Bailey, Katherine Hyett, Joan Miller, Roger & Julia 

Slininger 
 

Endowment Fund 
Katherine Hyett, Dr. J. Giles Waines 

 
Memorial Contributions 

Recently there has been an outpouring of donations in 
memory of Harold “Wink” White: Linda Barnett, John H Beal, 
Idelle Collins, Ruthella Dole, Margaret Fletcher, Baron & Merla 
Gaut, R & Nadine Jackman, Geraldine Marr, Herschell & Betty 
Mills, Basil & Barbara Pafe, Holly Timmons and Doris Washburn 
 
John H Beal  In Memory of Col Robert Kimmel 
Margaret Fletcher In Memory of Allyne Milam 
Margaret Fletcher In Memory of Col Robert Kimmel 
Ann Mackenzie Jefferis In Memory of Marillyn & Warren Shine 
Susan McClintock In Memory of Rosemary Bailey 
Basil & Barbara Pafe In Memory of Allyne Milam 
Basil & Barbara Pafe In Memory of Rosemary Bailey 
Doris Washburn  In Memory of Rosemary Bailey 
Doris Washburn  In Memory of Allyne Milam 
Frank & Lynn Yost In Memory of Rosemary Bailey 
Los Amigos HOA In Memory of Rosemary Bailey, Allyne   

Milam and Harold “Wink” White 
 

Commemorative Tree Donations 
Darleen DeMason In Memory of Harold “Hal” Snyder 
Ray & Marilyn Harris In Honor of Wayne Thomas Low's  
   1st birthday 
Joan Miller  In Memory of John Miller 
Amy Schmidt, Shelley In Memory of Harry 'Sonny' Devereaux 
Hutchinson, & Gaylord  and Camille Deveraux 
Moller 

If  you own a business, or know a busi-

ness, that would like to be a sponsor of  

Victoria Avenue Forever,  

Please let us know!!!! 

TREES FOR HAL 

We are recommending that everyone interested in 

further recognizing Hal Snyder’s contributions to 

Victoria Avenue, donate for a Memorial Tree for 

him.  We plan to plant a group of trees in the 

parkway in front of the Hal Snyder Garden at 

Harrison Street in a single tree planting event this 

spring to remember him.  Trees are $150 and you 

receive a certificate signed by both the Mayor and 

President of Victoria Avenue Forever.  For more 

information, visit our website and click on 

“Donate” or contact us.  Hal was the custodian 

and major caretaker of this Commemorative Tree 

Program for many years and it is only appropriate 

that we plant some trees in his honor. 

Thank You! 

What is Razoo? 

Razoo started in 2006 as a crowdfunding, web-

based platform that allows nonprofits, other small 

organizations and individuals to raise money to 

fund their needs and activities.   Victoria Avenue 

Forever set up a Razoo page in 2014 when we par-

ticipated in “Give Big Riverside County”.  This 

was the platform that the Community Foundation 

recommended for the event.  We raised about 

$500 and we were disappointed when it was not 

continued.  But in the meantime, Razoo continues 

to provide us with an important service.  We have 

a link to our Razoo page on our website and Ra-

zoo allows us to accept credit card donations 

without the security liability of having personal 

information on our website.  We can also use it 

for fundraising events that we might want to set 

up ourselves. 
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protect Arlington Mountain promontories from mass grad-
ing, and won.  In subsequent years, the City Council repeat-
edly tried to circumvent Prop R so in 1987, Hal led a cam-
paign to prevent this by putting Measure C on the ballot 
which took away the City Council’s power to amend Prop R.  
It was approved by 52% of the vote.  In 1989, a group of 
property owners placed a counter initiative, Measure E, on 
the ballot to repeal R and C and Hal yet again took the lead 
to defeat it.  The measure was rejected by 62% of the voters.   
Then developers fought these lot size restrictions in court, 
but in 1992, the California’s 4th District Court of Appeal up-
held the voter-enacted Prop R and Measure C. 
 
Victoria Avenue Forever-In November 1990, Hal and 
members of the Tri-County Conservation League and River-
siders for Reasonable Growth, founded Victoria Avenue Forev-
er.  The founding members, consisting of Hal, Pati Weir, Earl 
Shade and Rosanna Scott, met in Hal’s dining room.  Rosan-
na was so busy that she had to withdraw and was replaced by 
Dorothy Gilliland.  The goal of the organization was to be-
come citizen stewards of the Avenue and raise funds and 
awareness to reverse its benign neglect by the City.  Hal was 
the group’s first President and came up with the name.  This 
dynamic group of people accomplished a tremendous 
amount in a very short period of time and commanded the 
admiration and respect of citizens and City officials alike.  
This was due, in large part, to Hal’s principled, consistent, 
and unwavering actions.  
 Hal participated in many of VAF’s early accomplish-
ments: (a) successfully advocating with the City to create an 
ad hoc committee to establish a standard of care for Victoria 
Avenue, (b) obtaining a USDA grant (administered by the 
California Forestry and Fire Protection and California Re-
Leaf) in cooperation with the Park and Recreation Depart-
ment of the City of Riverside to do an extensive botanical 
inventory and map all the trees, shrubs and groundcovers on 
Victoria Avenue from Arroyo to beyond La Sierra Avenue, 
(c) establishing and maintaining all the records for the Com-
memorative Tree Planting Program, (d) working with Park 
Planner, Ric Catron to design, landscape and plant the Dr. 
Lewis, water-wise garden at Jane Street, (e) acting as botanical 
expert and ordering trees for replacement plantings on the 
Avenue, (f) organizing the volunteer planting workdays, and 
(g) demonstrating tree planting and rose planting techniques 
to crowds of volunteers, young and old for many years on 
Saturdays.  For most of Hal’s twenty years on the VAF 
board, he was also treasurer, membership chair and newslet-
ter editor.  Hal also published an article entitled “Victoria 
Avenue” on its history and landscape design in Pacific Horti-
culture (Jan/Feb/March 2002: 36-40).  Hal’s vision, creativity, 
outstanding organizational skills, historical knowledge, robust 
botanical understanding of landscape plants, tireless work 
ethic, and outstanding teaching abilities were awe-inspiring to 
all who worked or interacted with him.  Everybody learned 
from Hal.  Everyone who interacted with Hal became a bet-
ter person for it.  

Recognition-Over the years the VAF Board has often 
acknowledged Hal Snyder’s contributions.  In the year of his 
retirement from the Board in 2010, we dedicated a second 
water-wise garden to him at Harrison Street and Victoria Av-
enue.  Former Board member, Jim Montgomery in consulta-
tion with Hal designed the landscape plan for this garden.  
Pati Weir, Darleen DeMason and Geri Marr raised about 
$10,000 in donations with remarkable ease to pay for the irri-
gation and plants in the garden.  As usual, volunteers planted 
the garden.  The three VAF newsletters in 2010 had articles 
honoring Hal.  A public ceremony occurred on November 6, 
2010 to dedicate the Hal Snyder Garden.  On that occasion, a 
personal plaque was awarded to Hal and a permanent plaque 
was unveiled in the garden.  Finally, on Victoria Avenue Day, 
April 9, 2016, Hal, Mary Humboldt and Pati Weir were given 
plaques celebrating their accomplishments as the remaining, 
founding members of Victoria Avenue Forever. —cont. on pg 7 
              

Hal teaching young volunteers how to plant ‘Ragged Robin’ roses on 

a workday in November 1996. 

Hal weeding on the day of his Garden Dedication, Nov. 6, 2010! 
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Other Service- Hal also donated his time to other organiza-
tions in Southern California.  In the 1990s, Hal started volun-
teering in the UCR Botanic Gardens.  He and Bill were regu-
lar attendees at plant sales, other Friends’ events, and the an-
nual Primavera fundraiser.  Hal served on the Board of the 
Friends of UCR Botanic Gardens from 2004 to 2008.  In 
addition, Hal and Bill donated generously to the Huntington 
Botanical Gardens in San Marino.  Hal served briefly on the 
board of the Friends of the Edward-Dean Museum in Cherry 
Valley, which was donated to Riverside County by Edward 
Eberle.  He was also active in the California Landscape and 
Garden History and in the California Native Plant Societies. 
 
Summary-Hal’s contributions to Victoria Avenue are best 
summarized by Councilman Chris MacArthur’s comments 
about Hal at the Hal Snyder Garden dedication.  He said:  
“We are all indebted to the hard work of Hal Snyder and oth-
er Victoria Avenue pioneers who over 20 years ago recog-
nized this wonderful Riverside treasure and the need to pro-
tect and enhance its beauty.  The dedication and persistence 
of Hal Snyder and others has led to the revitalization of our 
signature street in Riverside.  Hal has done a magnificent job 
of leading the hundreds of volunteers and members of Victo-
ria Avenue Forever over the years.  It is only appropriate that 
his legacy will now be remembered through a living garden 
that reflects his many contributions to our community.  
Through this living testament to his work, his efforts will 
never be forgotten.” 

A Celebration of Life for Hal Snyder is planned for April 
of this year.  VAF encourages the public to donate to our 
Commemorative Tree Program, for which he was the custo-
dian for so many years.  We will use the donations to plant a 
group of trees on the parkway in front of the Snyder Garden 
to further memorialize this section of the Avenue to Hal 
Snyder.    

Hal Snyder with his plaque, sitting with Mary Humboldt (L) and 

Pati Weir (R) looking on.  Victoria Avenue Day celebration, April 

9, 2016.  Photo taken by Dan Straus. 

Below-Permanent plaque in the Hal Snyder Garden. 

Note from the editor.  This article was written as a collab-

orative effort between Kathy Swanson, who provided de-

tails about Hal’s life from an oral history, Mary Humboldt 

who provided information about his preservation activities, 

Dr. Giles Waines who recalled Hal’s service to the Friends 

of the UCR Botanic Gardens and other organizations, and 

Darleen DeMason who provided most of the information 

about Hal’s contributions to Victoria Avenue Forever.   

Hal loved the original VAF logo which is on the T-shirts that he 

wore in every picture!  



 

PO Box 4152 

Riverside, CA 92514 

Phone: 951-286-1036 

website: www.victoriaavenueforever.org 

Dedicated to the preservation of Victoria Avenue, 
Riverside, California with tax-deductible financial 
contributions from: Membership, Memorial 
Donations and Tree Commemorations. 
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See us on Facebook 

Harold ‘Hal’ C. Snyder 

April 20, 1933-January 1, 2018 

 

Victoria Avenue Forever 

Board Member 

1990-2010 

 

2018 Tree Planting Events 
 

Tree Planting in Medians 

 Date: February 24, 2018 

 Location: Meet at Adams and Victoria 

 Time: 9AM-Noon 

 

 

California Arbor Week 

Tree Planting in Parkways 

 Date: March 10, 2018 

 Location: Meet at Madison & Victoria 

 Time: 9AM-Noon 

 


