Victoria AveNews
AvANews

November, 2017

Volume 25—No. 4

California without Citrus? — by Alan Washburn and Irene Davidson
Imagine Victoria Avenue or even all southern California without citrus trees. No
more smell of orange blossoms or fresh citrus fruit to eat. That could be a reality in ten years
if we don’t act now. In Florida 90 percent of all Orange trees are infected with a fatal bacterial
disease called Huanglongbing (HLB) and it has just established in Riverside.
HLB, also known as citrus greening disease, has recently been confirmed on three
citrus trees in Riverside. Where there is one infected tree there are likely 20 more such trees.
There is currently no cure for HLB. Once the tree is infected it will die in as little as five years.
But even before that happens, the fruit fails to ripen and is inedible. This disease has decimated the citrus industry in Florida and other parts of the world. If not taken seriously
California is next. All trees confirmed with the disease must be uprooted and destroyed.
This bacterial disease is carried by an insect vector called the Asian Citrus Psyllid
(ACP). All citrus and closely-related species are susceptible hosts for both the ACP insect
and the HLB disease. Currently, the only way to control the disease is to reduce the psyllid population that spreads it. The biggest challenge Riverside faces controlling ACP is
residential citrus trees. More than half of homeowners in California have at least one citrus tree in their yard. It is essential to have everyone’s cooperation in controlling the psyllid. California’s $3.3 Billion citrus industry is relying on its community. Residents can
help by getting educated on ACP and HLB. Learn how to inspect your trees and how to Upper figure shows ACP nymphs with
spiral tubules. Lower figure show adult
recognize the ACP and the symptoms. Most importantly homeowners —cont. on page 2.
insect oriented at a 45 degree angle to stem.
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A Bridge across the Arroyo – by Joan H. Hall
The Tequesquite Arroyo is a long, deep gully extending through sections of Riverside
and has presented major problems in the development of the town. This erratic gorge, created by centuries of erosion from rains streaming down from the Box Springs Mountains, conveyed water and debris into the Santa Ana River. This arroyo curtailed access and development of surrounding properties.
Nevertheless, 21-year-old Priestley Hall purchased 160 acres located along the southern side of the arroyo from his father in the early 1880s and subdivided the land into 160 residential home sites and citrus groves. These properties did not sell well because access was
difficult from downtown Riverside.
On June 14, 1887 Priestley Hall was granted a City franchise to operate Hall’s Addition Railway. This system consisted of one car, four mules and a single track. It made hourly
runs and cost a nickel a ride for prospective buyers to view his subdivision from across the
arroyo. That same June, an ambitious 43-year-old Matthew Gage decided to extend his successful irrigation canal across the Tequesquite Arroyo terminating near Hall’s subdivision.
Gage had previously purchased some 2500 bare acres, known as the Hartshorn Tract for $75
an acre. —continued on page 3
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President’s Corner
Changes! After four highly productive years as President of the Board of Directors of Victoria Avenue Forever, Darleen DeMason has put aside the gavel.
On October 11, I assumed the Presidency of VAF
for 2017-18. A major project we will be working on is the
revitalization of the Dr. Peter M. Lewis Garden at Victoria
Avenue and Jane Street. We also need to decide what to do
about the rose thefts from the Lorraine Small Garden at Myrtle Street. Three additional rounds of roses have been stolen
since our last newsletter. We are frustrated with the lack of
ability of our Police Department to help. I will also be reaching out to other organizations and the business community to
build new working relationships.
Darleen has been the force that carried VAF into
the era of Websites and instant communications. During her
presidency we created a new web site (www.victoriaavenue
forever.org), a Facebook page and a free downloadable GPS
app for the Victoria Avenue Tour on Victoria Avenue Day
for the past two years. It is available on our website and allows visitors to learn about the tree species, history and other
information about the Avenue between Poly High School
and Jane Street. Thanks Darleen.
A change for the better in Riverside, Love Riverside
came together in 2016 under Lynn Heatley’s leadership. For
the past two years they have organized volunteer events and
recruitment of volunteers for a big day of community service

and fun City-wide. This year VAF signed up and a large
publicity campaign attracted dozens of volunteers (see page
6). On October 21st, some 27 organizations were staffed as
Love Riverside leaders assigned volunteers to fill out “wish
lists” of organizations.
There were free Love Riverside t-shirts—leaders’ shirts
were bright red. Group leaders received signs to hold up to
attract “their” volunteers. Meanwhile, snacks, drinks, music
and speakers, including Mayor Rusty Bailey, stirred the
crowds’ enthusiasm. When volunteers were all gathered with
their team leaders and given directions, they dispersed to their
work sites.
For VAF, this meant about 20 new volunteers and
on that beautiful morning we planted 650 Ragged Robin roses and 3 Lemon Scented Gums on Victoria Avenue between
Washington and Madison Streets within 2 hours!
Our next volunteer workday is November 18th when
VAF will be working at the Dr. Lewis Garden from 9AM to
11AM trimming, cleaning and preparing parts of the garden
for new plantings. You are welcome to join us. As always,
close toed shoes, hats and old clothes should be worn.
Snacks, water and gardening tools will be waiting for you.
See our volunteer calendar on page 8.
Warm Regards,
Lori Yates, President

from page 1—Citrus disease

must treat their trees with topical and root-based pesticide applications. Nonchemical treatments are not effective enough.
ACPs are small – no bigger than a grain of rice – brown,
winged insects that feed on citrus tree leaves and stems (see figures on
page 1). They are highly re-productive, so that if only one of them
survives the insecticide treatment, it can start a new round of the vicious circle. If an infected psyllid feeds on the leaf of a citrus tree only
once, it has already transmitted the citrus greening disease bacterium.
The ACPs carry the bacteria from tree to tree. —cont. on pg 6.
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—Victoria Bridge from page 1

With the extension of his successful irrigation canal,
this dry land would become productive for agricultural and
residential development. However, it was still not easily accessible due to the deep arroyo. Prospective investors had to
travel miles along Magnolia Avenue, then east on Arlington
Avenue to reach Gage’s property. It was clear that a bridge
across the Tequesquite Arroyo was needed to make the land
south of the arroyo accessible from Riverside’s downtown.
Consequently, Priestley Hall conveyed a right-of-way to land
in the arroyo for construction of an irrigation flume and additional property through his subdivision for a road leading to
Gage’s land. No doubt the agreement included a provision
that Hall would receive water from Gage’s canal.
Building this bridge and developing this land were
huge undertaking and Gage contacted his Canadian brotherin-law William Irving, an experienced civil engineer, and his
brother Robert to help develop his acreage. When Gage was
unable to continue financing his property, he sold it to an
English investment company known as the Riverside Trust
Company in March 1890.
The ensuing development plan included a wide
boulevard running the length of the tract with a median to
separate traffic in each direction. Matthew Gage and William
Irving wrote to England’s Queen Victoria to ask her permission to name the avenue and the bridge in her honor. The
Queen’s letter of permission to use her name was proudly
displayed in William Irving’s home for many years.
Construction began in February 1891on a wooden
plank bridge 32-ft wide and 560-ft long. It was designed by
William Irving and consisted of heavy granite cantilevered
foundations 60-ft tall. It cost the Riverside Trust Company
$12,000 and two months to complete. Dedication ceremonies on Thanksgiving Day, 1891 were a major event with
hundreds of people in attendance. A month later, the Trust
Company presented the City of Riverside with deeds to the
land occupied by the bridge.

Victoria Bridge Dedication—Nov. 1891. Courtesy of the Riverside Library.

ons caused frequent closures of the bridge as it needed patching and repairs. By 1916, wagons were replaced by trucks and
several years later the State Highway Commission ruled it
unlawful to drive over the bridge in excess of 10 mph or with
weights in excess of 11 tons. The bridge was ultimately condemned and closed in 1927.
In 1928, a new cantilevered, concrete bridge replaced
the original wooden structure. Robert V. Leeson of Los Angeles designed the bridge and contractor De Ward & Sons
constructed it for $85,475. A bronze plaque was embedded
on the north end of the bridge describing its history with
Matthew Gage and the development of citrus. It was erected
on exactly the same site as the original bridge.
During the ensuing years, this sturdy bridge has
served the public and become a tourist attraction. It has been
repaired and upgraded constantly to meet city codes and demands. Due to its historic background, Riverside’s Cultural
Heritage Board designated the Victoria Bridge as Landmark
# 54. Victoria Avenue is Landmark #8.—cont on page 5

Victoria Bridge from Victoria Hill in 1895. Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum.

Acreage in Gage’s land soon filled with citrus groves,
primarily of navel orange trees. At harvest time the fruit was
piled into horse-drawn wagons that crossed the Victoria
Bridge to deliver fruit to the downtown packinghouses adjacent to the railroad tracks. Continuous traffic by heavy wag-

Bronze plaque embedded in the Victoria Bridge commemorating the construction of the new bridge in 1928 and the history of the two bridges on that site.

Page 4

Victoria AveNews

November 2017 Volume 25—No. 4

Future Dammers’ Memorial for the Avenue—Darleen DeMason

2017-2018 Officers

In the fall of 2013 a number of events came together for the planning of a
new historical plaque for Victoria Avenue. The City was working with Stater Bros.
market to redesign Washington Park. As a part of this project, a historic home was
removed from the corner of Mary and Victoria. As a requirement for Stater Bros.’
expansion, the City required that they fund historical research into the owner of the
home—Captain Charles M. Dammers. Wilkman Historical Services was hired and
the community learned about the remarkable accomplishments of Citrus grower,
Citizen Scientist and artist—Charles Dammers (see Victoria AveNews July & November 2013). One of our members, Margaret Scott, called to say she wanted to
make a significant contribution to the Avenue that would be a family legacy. So, the
VAF Board agreed to raise the additional funds needed to place a memorial to this
significant figure in Riverside’s history at the corner of Washington Park.
Former VAF President, Bill Wilkman and I headed the project. We accumulated support letters from City Council members, Museum Scientists, UCR Faculty and Dammers’ remaining family to plan the project and try to garner outside
funding. Bill designed the memorial and credit plaques for the site. We applied for
funding from the City and from Stater Bros. and we asked for member contributions over a four year period. We were not able to acquire any outside funding, but
we gained an additional $1500 from member donations. In the meantime, Riverside
Public Works supplied a boulder for the plaque and agreed to install the completed
materials We have contracted with Frank Ricker L Inc. to produce them.
At our last Board meeting, we decided to move ahead with the project for
completion this year even though we are short $3250. The Dammers plaque will be
embedded in a large granite boulder and be constructed of black granite. White
relief lettering will tell the story of Charles Dammers’ accomplishments (see figure
illustrating the plaque design below) and the two illustrations will be printed on tiles
and embedded in the granite for better resolution and greater longevity. A separate
credit plaque, also constructed of black granite and embedded in concrete will
acknowledge the major Donor: Margaret Scott family, Victoria Avenue Forever and
Wilkman Historical Services. It will be a significant historical addition to Victoria
Avenue and coming in 2018.

Lori Yates, President
Darleen DeMason, VP &

Newsletter Editor
Susan McClintock, Secretary
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Directors
William Bailey, Jr.
Marilyn Harris
Raul Jordan
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Jennifer Rechel
Julie Sullivan
Adam Timura
Doug Whitley
Tom Wilson
Frank and Lynn Yost

Ex-officio Member
Robert Filiar

Date 1889
Victoria AveNews is published
quarterly each year.
If you want to contribute to
this Dammers Memorial Plaque,
please use the inserted donation
form provided in this newsletter.
Or you can contribute to
our other current projects which
also need additional funding:
The Save the Eucalypts project
(to evaluate and trim the oldest trees
on the Avenue) or,
The Lorraine Small Rose Garden
(that has been the subject of major,
and repeated thefts over the past 6
months).
Thank you to our Members!!!
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Contributions
July - mid-October 2017
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Business Contributions

Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue Forever. Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for Riverside’s living legacy – Victoria Avenue.

RBC and Sons, Inc. Landscaping
Quality Printing

General Contributions and for trees/upkeep

Jim & Rachel Dudek, Cynthia Dupree, Alan & Kathleen Eckard,
Stephen & Marla Jones, Tom & Sue Jones, Douglas MacLaughlin,
Julie Miller, Irene Salyer, Linda Walling

Endowment Fund
Marianne Chaney

Memorial Contributions

Pat & Mark Bittmann
Karen Ostermiller
The Salazar Family
Raincross Exchange
Club of Riverside

Finally, we thank

In Memory of Bonnie Salazar
In Memory of Jeff Silver
In Memory of Bonnie Salazar

Councilman MacArthur for choosing
VAF as his Regatta and Annual Barbecue Charities again this year!!

In Memory of Bonnie Salazar

Commemorative Tree Donations
Anita Baumoel
Clara Gallanes
Stephen & Marla Jones
JoJean Milesi
Lalla Neblett

In Memory of Richard E. Bobb
In Memory of Adeline Fowler
In Memory of Lewis & Letty Pope
In Memory of Anthony Gelsomino
In Memory of Eleanor Hampson

If you own a business, or know a business, that would like to be a sponsor of
Victoria Avenue Forever,

Please let us know!!!!

—Victoria Bridge from pg. 3

On November 23, 1991, Victoria Avenue
Forever, in collaboration with the Old Riverside
Foundation and the City of Riverside organized a
large public event to celebrate the Centennial of the
Victoria Bridge. It was a sunny day when hundreds
of people assembled along the bridge to celebrate its
100 years. American flags and banners decorated
the bridge as dignitaries and local historians reminded the audience of the achievements of former citizens and their lasting contributions to the town of
Riverside. Local artist, Marty Tobias produced an
original drawing of the bridge to raise funds for Victoria Avenue Forever. The original drawing was auctioned off at the celebration and posters of the
drawing were sold for $15 (unsigned) or $20
(signed).
This month, November 2017, will mark 126
years that the Victoria Bridge has provided easy and
pleasurable passage over the Tequesquite Arroyo from
Downtown Riverside to historic Victoria Avenue.
Factual material derived from early Riverside newspapers
and the 2008 book entitled Pursing Eden by Joan H. Hall.

Marty Tobias’ original drawing of the Victoria Bridge used to raise funds for Victoria Avenue Forever during the Centennial Event sponsored by VAF, the Old
Riverside Foundation and the City of Riverside. The image was also used on the
invitations and the program of events.

from page 2—Citrus disease

HLB makes the citrus tree leaves turn blotchy yellow. It is
called as citrus greening disease because it causes the fruit to remain
green and fail to ripen. Call the Riverside County Agricultural Commissioner’s office 1-951-955-3000 or the CDFA hotline 1-800-4911899 immediately, if you suspect you have the disease.
If you no longer enjoy your citrus tree or do not want to routinely fight pests and disease, we recommend that the tree be removed. If your tree is removed, it eliminates the need for pesticides
to control the psyllid and prevents your residence from becoming a
source of infection. (See page 7 for flyer.)
Attend a Pest Control District Community Meeting on Wednesday,
Nov. 15, 6:30-8PM, Arlington Library, 9556 Magnolia Ave., 92503.
Online resources:
CaliforniaCitrusThreat.com
CitrusInsider.org
CDFA.ca.gov/plant/ACP
UCANR.edu/sites/ACP

For a YouTube video of how to
inspect your trees and what to
look for see:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QhQXL4bwnXI&feature=youtu.
be).

Recent Events and Activities
Talk to UCR Retirees and Emeriti fall luncheon—
Former President Darleen DeMason gave a talk about the
history of Victoria Avenue and VAF at the UCR Alumni
Center to a sold out crowd of Retirees and Emeriti on September 22nd. There was a very active question and answer
period after the talk. Five new memberships were acquired.
Fall Rose Planting on October 21st—VAF partnered with
Love Riverside for an all City Serve Day. Volunteers, Team
Leaders and City Officials, including Mayor Bailey gathered at
the Sherman Indian School. Groups of 20 volunteers traveled to various work sites in the City. We received 20 young
and enthusiastic volunteers at Washington Street and Victoria
Avenue. With approximately 35 volunteers total we planted
650 Ragged Robin roses in the median between Washington
and Madison and we replaced 3 Lemon Scented Gums on the
inbound side between Washington and Madison. Great Day Board Member Frank Yost and a group of happy and enthusiastic
and thanks to all!
volunteers planting Ragged Robin Roses.

Learn more about Love Riverside from their website (www.loveriverside.org) or from their Facebook page.
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See us on Facebook

Dedicated to the preservation of Victoria Avenue,
Riverside, California with tax-deductible financial
contributions from: Membership, Memorial
Donations and Tree Commemorations.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

VAF 2017—2018 Volunteer Calendar
Upcoming Workday:

Rose Planting in Lorraine Small Rose Garden
January 20, 2018 at 9AM

Cleanup in the
Dr. Lewis Garden

Meet at Myrtle and Victoria

Tree Planting
February 24, 2018 at 9AM
Meet at Adams and Victoria

November 18, 2017
9-11AM

California Arbor Week Tree Planting
March 10, 2018 at 9AM
Meet at Jane and Victoria

Meet at Jane Street
and Victoria Avenue

Great American Cleanup with KRCB
May 12, 2018 at 9AM
Meet at Jane and Victoria

