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Franz Philip Hosp: Riverside’s First “Master Gardener”—Denise Bradley and Kevin Hallaran
Born in Switzerland in 1853, Franz Philip Hosp came to New York City around
1872 at the age of 19. It is not certain if he had formal training in horticulture, but
his first employment in New York was as an assistant to his cousin, William Fisher, a
landscaper in Frederick Law Olmstead’s Central Park. The work apparently lacked
sufficient challenges for the young Hosp, so he packed up and moved to the “bright
lights” of Columbus, OH where he became a nurseryman and florist who at one
time owned 21 greenhouses filled with flowers for the florist trade. He also developed florist businesses in New York City and Cincinnati.
His wanderlust kicked in again in the late 1870s and with a wife and children in tow
(he married Margaret Bender in 1878—together they had five children), Hosp sold
his businesses and moved west where he became a station landscaper for the Santa
Fe Railroad, a position he held for some 17 years. While with the railroad, Hosp laid
out the grounds for stations from San Francisco to San Diego and east to Albuquerque, NM. Perhaps his most important designs and plantings were those for the gardens of the El Tovar Hotel in Grand Canyon National Park.
Hosp and family, perhaps while he was still working for the Santa Fe Railroad,
moved to Riverside, CA in 1886. Soon after arriving, he was contacted by the Smiley brothers of Redlands to landscape their Smiley Heights estate. After that, he
became more active in planning and installing the gardens and landscapes of many
of the homes along Victoria Avenue and in Arlington Heights. —cont on pg 3
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Franz Hosp ca. 1910. (Courtesy of the Riverside Metropolitan Museum)

A new palette of trees for Victoria Avenue—Darleen DeMason
The trees planted on Victoria Avenue were historically selected by Franz Hosp according to
two different themes: on the medians, they are small, deciduous trees with showy flowers, and
on the parkways, they are tall, evergreen trees that may or may not have showy flowers. Urban
Foresters have recommendations for tree selections to promote a healthy urban forest based
on locale. Municipal trees provide multiple services to the community: energy savings, carbon
storage, temperature mediation, air pollutant uptake, rainfall interception and sequestration.
All of these services are best provided by large, highly branched dicotyledonous trees (rather
than palm trees). In addition, species diversity protects a community’s tree canopy by limiting
the amount of damage from any individual threat such as pests, drought or storms. An accepted diversity goal is for no single species to account for more than 10% of the population,
no genus more than 20% and no family more than 30%. These goals could be applied to the
trees planted on Victoria Avenue as well. Without doing actual counts of trees in the median
blocks, it appears that we have an overabundance of trees in the Rose family. —cont. on page 2
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President’s Corner
As this planting season comes to an end, I want to inform
you that this will be my last column as President of Victoria
Avenue Forever. I have been President for 4 years now and it is
time to pass along the responsibilities to someone else on the
Board. I do plan to stay on the Board and will continue to
promote education issues and special projects. I also will
continue on as Editor of the newsletter, and continue updating the website and posting on the Facebook page.

activity. We established a Facebook page and it currently has
483 followers. We also created and have maintained a new
website that is attractive and dynamic, and we redesigned and
updated our brochure. Over these four years, we also obtained two separate state grants to fund tree-planting. The
current grant supported three tree-planting events this year.
We actually planted 128 trees—as many as in the past three
years put together. This grant funded new irrigation installation on 5 blocks of Victoria Avenue to provide a water
Over the four years I have served as President, I have been
source for planting replacement Eucalyptus trees. We plantinvolved with many improvements for the organization. It is ed 53 this year and have 35 to plant next year. We also startin much better financial shape and projects a more profesed our ‘Save the Eucalypts’ project and collected donations to
sional image to the community than it did when I took over evaluate and trim trees between Horace and Anna last year.
the Presidency. Among the accomplishments, we have reWe have accumulated the donations needed to do the same
done the Membership dues process which has brought in
for the Van Buren to Myers block this year.
significantly more income across all categories than in the
past. We have obtained liability insurance and updated our
So, although August is a “dark month” for us, we still have
by-laws. I thank Bill Bailey for taking the lead on the latter
Board elections and you will hear from us soon on that!!!
Specimen Trees for Gardens
In addition, these species tend to require more water and suf- *Agathis robusta – Queensland Kauri Pine M
fer from many insect pests, especially as the result of drought *Araucaria heterophylla – Norfolk Island Pine M
stress. Six years of drought in Southern California as well as *Ginkgo biloba – Ginkgo (deciduous) M
a year of State imposed watering limits, necessitated the inMetrosideros excelsa – New Zealand Christmas Tree L/M
vestigation of replacing some of these Rosaceous trees with
Stenocarpus sinuatus – Firewheel Tree M
more drought-tolerant and more pest-free species. Further, Various small palms – Brahea armata (Mexican Blue Palm) L,
removal of overhead wires on many median blocks of Victo- Butia capitata (Pindo Palm) L, Chamaearops humilis (Mediterria Avenue provides opportunities to plant taller trees on
ranean Fan Palm) L, Phoenix roebelinii (Pigmy date palm) M,
these blocks.
or Rhapis excelsa (Lady Palm) M
from pg 1—tree palette

Robert Filiar, Riverside’s Urban Forester and I met over the
summer last year and constructed a list of trees to consider
for replacements and/or additions to Victoria Avenue:

L – low water needs
M – moderate water needs
*Conifer/Gymnosperm

Median – small with showy flowers
Albizia julibrissin – Silk Tree - L
Bauhinia x blakeana – Hong Kong Orchid Tree (evergreen) M
Callistemon viminalis – Weeping Bottlebrush (evergreen) M
Calodendron capense – Cape Chestnut M
Cassia leptophylla – Gold Medallion Tree (evergreen) L/M
Erythrina coralloides – Naked Coral Tree L/M

During this past year we have begun to implement some of
these new species on the Avenue. On February 25th, our
first tree planting event this year, we added 6 of these species
to Victoria Avenue. In the Dr. Lewis Garden we added two
Ginkgo biloba trees and a Firewheel Tree (Stenocarpus sinuatus )
(see April 2017 newsletter). We added seven Silk Trees
(Albizia julibrissin) to the median between Irving and Jackson
to replace dead flowering peaches, three Hong Kong Orchid
Trees (Bauhinia x blakeana) to the median between Jane and
Mary to replace dead horsechestnut trees, thirteen Gold Medallion Trees (Cassia leptophylla) to the median between Adams
and Gatton to replace dead flowering peaches, and seven
Naked Coral Trees (Erythrina coralloides) to the medians between Madison and Grace (3) and between Grace and Jefferson (4). We have been watching these new additions to Victoria Avenue carefully, and so far they are performing well.
Next year we can continue our plans to plant more, better
adapted trees.

Parkway – large, evergreen
*Agathis robusta – Queensland Kauri Pine M
*Araucaria heterophylla – Norfolk Island Pine M
Callistemon viminalis – Weeping Bottlebrush M
*Ginkgo biloba – Ginkgo (deciduous) M
Melaleuca quinquenervia – Cajeput Tree M
Pittosporum undulatum – Mock Orange L/M
Tipuana tipu – Tipu Tree L/M
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—Franz Hosp from page 1

In 1892, Riverside Trust Company officers, Matthew Gage
and William Irving, hired Hosp to plan and oversee the first
tree plantings along Victoria Avenue. Eucalyptus, roses, and
many other tree and shrub species were soon planted. Once
the city abandoned plans for a center median street car line,
the modern-thinking and visionary Hosp put in drought resistant plantings. Around the same time he was commissioned by Ethan Allen Chase to design terraces and plantings
on Victoria Hill.

Early View of Victoria Avenue, after 1900. Note that power lines
are present. (Courtesy of the Riverside Metropolitan Museum)

One of his most notable projects landed in his lap soon after
being appointed Riverside’s official Landscape Gardener in
1892. Based on a plan approved by the City Trustees for the
new City Park (now known as White Park) Hosp planted
lawns, weeping willows, mountain ash, cypress hedges, and
evergreens. The city’s Lower Canal, which passed through
the park, afforded water for the many plantings. Hosp told
the newspapers, “It is my aim finally to have this little park
represent a variety of every ornamental plant that can be successfully grown in this part of the state. The park will then be
a botanical garden.” To that end, Hosp paid numerous visits
to the area then known as the Devil’s Garden, an area of desert between the Whitewater River and Morongo Canyon,
that was home to numerous species of cacti. Hosp collected
samples of many of the cacti while the park’s namesake, Albert S. White, Chairman of the City Parks Commission, inspired by “Mr. Hosp’s Miniature Desert,” ordered from Philadelphia “175 [more] varieties of cacti, 25 varieties of century
plants, and 50 other plants of the same variety,” thus making
Riverside’s City Park the finest cactus and century plant garden in California.
In 1894, Hosp discovered a climbing rose sport (a naturally
occurring mutation among rose varieties) thriving among the
rose plantings in White Park. After cultivating it, he named it
“Cecile Brunner” and planted it against the park’s pergola.
Four years later, he discovered another climbing sport in the
park and named it “Papa Gontier.” Hosp also planted this
near the pergola. He introduced the ‘Cecile Brunner’ rose
into the nursery trade in 1894 and it is one of only 4 century-

A portion of City Park’s cactus collection, ca 1910. (Courtesy of the
Riverside Metropolitan Museum)

old rose varieties developed in California that are still commercially popular (Schramm, 2013).
Hosp’s home and nursery operation were originally located at
Ninth and High streets, now Ninth and Victoria. —cont page 4

Current view of the “Century Plant” and Aloe garden in White
Park.
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from page 3—Hosp From here, he sold seeds, bulbs, plants, shrubs, trees, fruits, vege-
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2016-2017 Officers

tables, and myriad other plants to gardeners and landscapers from Riverside and
virtually all of southern California. He was also a much-sought after expert in horti- Darleen DeMason, President and
Newsletter Editor
culture and landscaping. One frequent visitor to the nursery was Kate Sessions,
Balboa Park’s notable landscaper. Together they would often get wrapped up in
George Coon Jr., VP/CFO
long discussions of their favorite plants—the aloes.
In 1913, Hosp and family opened a florist’s shop at Seventh (now Mission Inn Avenue) and Main streets that served the community for many years. Alice Gouty and
Della Hosp, two of Hosp’s daughters, managed the shop for many years. Their
father, in the meantime, tended to his many acres of cut flower plantings in
Oceanside and Carlsbad, an enterprise that provided much of southern California
with cut flowers throughout the 1920s and 1930s.
Hosp died on March 9, 1936 at age 83. Services were held at Olivewood Cemetery.
In April 1940, the city placed a plaque in White Park near the original ‘Cecile Brunner’ and ‘Papa Gontier’ plantings, honoring Franz Hosp. Hosp had made many
contributions to horticulture, landscape architecture, and the beautification of the
City of Riverside’s parks and gardens.
Franz Hosp was a major force in shaping the landscape aesthetic of Riverside, most
especially in the area of Victoria Avenue-Arlington Heights. Hosp was also responsible for landscaping many other properties in Southern California, including:
Ganesh Park, Pomona; Hosp Grove, Carlsbad; and Cañon Crest Park, Prospect
Park and the Kimberly Crest Estate, in Redlands (Hernstrom, 2009). His experience and influence in the design of public spaces in Riverside and elsewhere in
southern California during the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was
significant in promoting southern California as a garden paradise.
Hernstrom, T. 2009. Kimberly Crest. Pacific Horticulture: 70: 47-49.
Schramm, D. 2013. California’s oldest surviving roses. Pacific Horticulture 74: 14-17.
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Hosp Plaque Mystery!

Current entrance gate to White Park with rose arbor. The climbing rose planted here in
2001 is Franz Hosp’s ‘Cecile Brunner’ to honor his memory.

Upon inquiring of Interim Museum
Director Alex Nguyen about the location of the Hosp plaque, I was told
that the City’s database has no entry
for this plaque. Also, none of the current park workers have any knowledge
of the whereabouts of the plaque. Bill
Wilkman was able to find two newspaper articles dated April 9 and 10, 1940
in the Riverside Daily Press of the plaque
dedication ceremony in White Park to
honor the late Franz Hosp. The
plaque was said to have been placed
“west of the fountain.” If anyone has
any additional information about the
current location of the Hosp plaque,
please contact us. Thanks.

V ic tori a Av e New s

A ugust V olume 25 —No. 3

Pa ge 5

Contributions
April - June 2017
Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue Forever. Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for Riverside’s living legacy – Victoria Avenue.

General Contributions and for trees/upkeep

Ed & Judy Adkison, Leslie & Scott Bloom, Vicki Broach, Gene &
Nadine Fahlbusch, Charlie & Virginia Field, Clara Gallanes, M.A.
Hammarlund, Katherine Hyett, Mr. & Mrs. James Lee, Tom &
Barbara Mazzetti, JoJean Milesi, Pollyanna Miller, Basil & Barbara
Pafe, Lawrence Paulsen, Anthony Serra, Cookie Smith, Lynn
Slaughter, Daniel Straus, Vista De Victoria HOA, Hedy Zikratch

Save the Eucalypts

Katherine Hyett, Sue Johnson

Dammers Garden

Gene & Nadine Fahlbusch

Dammers Garden
Bill Wilkman

Victoria Avenue Day
Chuck & Sally Beaty

Memorial Contributions

Dr. Chuck & Sally Beaty
Elizabeth Neblett
Elizabeth Neblett
Vadonna Overturf
Harold & Mary White
Harold & Mary White

In Memory of S. Lane Cash
In Memory of Eleanor Hampson
In Memory of Anita Kimmel
In Memory of Patricia Paulson
In Memory of Clinton Marr
In Memory of Mark Ward

Commemorative Tree Donations
Anderson Family Trust In Memory of Robert & Louise
Anderson
Susan Cash
In Memory of Lane Cash
Patricia Fenton Daily
In Memory of David Fenton
Patricia Fenton Daily
For herself
Jane Niederkorn
In Memory of Lane Cash
Jan Ramsey
In Honor of Cathy Perez

Over 60 roses stolen from the Lorraine Small
Rose Garden this year!—Darleen DeMason
On five separate occasions in the months of June and
July, thieves have dug up and stolen roses from the
Lorraine Small Rose Garden and the Hays-Yeager Memorial Grove. These activities took place during the
night. Over 60 roses have been taken, others were
attempted but abandoned, and the drip irrigation system has been damaged each time. As a result of the
irrigation damages, other roses have also died. Many
of these roses were very large and had been originally
planted in 1993 when the garden was established.
Most of the original rose varieties are no longer available and cannot be replaced in kind. We estimate that
replacement roses will cost us over $2000. The City
has filed police reports for each event. If you know
anything about what happened or who might be involved, please contact the Riverside Police (951)
826-5311 or us (951) 286-1036. Thank you!!!!

Business Contributions
Gless Ranch – Victoria Avenue Day
Luke’s Transmissions Inc.– VA Day
Albert A. Webb Associates—membership

If you own a business, or know a business, that
would like to be a sponsor of VAF,
Please let us know!!!!

White arrows indicate holes where roses were removed.

Using Facebook to Engage Millennials in their
Community—Paco Licea

to social media and internet
sites to be informed. Social
media is important for marAs a Board member of VAF, I wanted to use my business
keting non-profits, as well as
to help the organization. My goals were (1) to locate young businesses, to stay vibrant
people to get involved with VAF, and (2) to help raise
and promote involvement
funds. Facebook provides the means to locate young people and donations from young
who were already involved in non-profits that are within 10 people. As social media
miles of Riverside. I paid Facebook $200 to use an algotrends change we need to
rithm to locate these people. Within 10 days I had identified constantly evaluate how best
over 400 people who requested information. Next I created to market them to stay relea Facebook on-line video ad (http://youtu.be/l47HgzQyuq8) vant to this target audience.
to inform people about VAF and about my pledge to raise
$10,000 to support it’s goals. My pledge is to donate 1% of If you want to contribute to
all my realty commissions this year directly to VAF. Within this project and you are looking to buy/sell a home in the
next year, please consider Paco & Associates and help us
3 days of placing the ad I had 100 people request inforreach our $10,000 goal for Victoria Avenue. For more information.
mation, feel free to contact us at (951)213-9131. Thank you.
People don’t use TV to get information anymore. They turn

Recent Events and Activities
Tree Planting– April 22th We celebrated Earth Day by

planting 10 Jacaranda trees in Villegas Park. This event was
funded by our CA ReLeaf grant. Eleven enthusiastic volunteers showed up and all trees were planted in less than two
hours. Board members Bill Bailey, Marilyn Harris, Susan
McClintock, Adam Timura, Lori Yates and Frank Yost came
out. Doug Whitley mapped the trees. Volunteers included
Veronica Cortez, Nancy Hovdey, Jorge Medina and Morris
Mendoza. City employees also came out to help, including
Guy Tanaka and Jesse Fierro. The new trees look great!

From left to right-Adam Timura, Bill Bailey, Veronica Cortez, Nancy Hovdey and Morris Mendoza at Villegas Park.

Victoria Avenue Day—April 29th The event featured a

“Walk with the Mayor” and tour of Victoria Avenue from
Poly High School to the Dr. Lewis Garden at Jane St. At
every corner there was a short talk about trees, roses, historic
sites, etc. These talks were given by Darleen DeMason, Bill
Kleese, Councilman Chris MacArthur, James Rath, Adam
Timura and Lori Yates.(more photos on page 8) —cont. on pg 7.

From left to right-Nancy Hovdey, Guy Tanaka, Adam Timura
and Frank Yost planting a Jacaranda tree at Villegas Park.
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-cont from page 6-Recent events

Concurrently, on Victoria Avenue another group of volunteers including Washington School and Poly High School
Great American Cleanup—May 13th We partnered with honors students, and Councilman Soubirous picked up trash
KRCB again this year to participate in the Great American
on the median, cleaned-up, planted and mulched the Dr.
Clean-up. We organized two workgroups and worked at four Lewis Garden and planted at the Hal Snyder Garden.
sites. KRCB adopted our tree-planting event as theirs. We
planted 7 citrus trees and a shade tree at Casa Blanca Home
of Neighborly Service and ten Crape Myrtle trees at Villegas
Park. We had 31 volunteers show up, including the Mayor
and his family who planted and dedicated the shade tree.
Pamela Pavela from Western Municipal Water District and
Guy Tanaka from the City did the tree planting demonstration. Urban Forester, Robert Filiar was also there. We
thank all the volunteers and collaborators on the event. CA
Releaf funded the event.

Students and other volunteers in the Dr. Lewis Garden for the KRCBsponsored Great American Clean-up.

2017 Regatta—June 24th We thank Councilman MacAr-

Group observing the tree-planting demonstration at CBHNS.

Mayor Rusty Bailey and his wife, Judy and daughters Elizabeth
and Julia Rose dedicated and planted a Gold Medallion tree at
CBHNS. We thank the Mayor and his family for supporting
our events.

thur for selecting VAF as the charity he shared his ticket
sales with for the Ninth Annual Triathlon and Regatta organized by the Riverside Sailing Program. The event took place
at Fairmont Park and including lawn bowls, golf and sailing
competitions. Charities were allowed three silent auction
items and we had a bag of Valentia oranges donated by Board
Member, Tom Wilson, a lime tree donated by Parkview
Nursery, Jackson and a box of beer glasses, a growler, and
coasters donated by Wicks Brewery. We collected $85 from
these donations. Although only four City Council Members
participated in the sailing race this year, Councilman MacArthur was the decisive winner. We thank him for his support.

And the winner is——Councilman Chris MacArthur!!!
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