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Guided Tour of Victoria Avenue by Smartphone—by Doug Whitley
Recently Victoria Avenue Forever held an event called Victoria Avenue Day 2016 (see pg 6). Among other activities
we planned a “Walk with the Mayor” in which our Board members led participants on a guided tour of Victoria Avenue
from Poly High all the way down to Jane St (figure 1, pg 3). A subcommittee of Victoria Avenue Forever created a tour and
app for mobile devices that citizens can use for their own self-guided walk along that section of Victoria Avenue. The app
allows anyone to walk along the Avenue and see pictures and curated information about the trees and history of the Avenue.
The included landscape and historical information has been expertly prepared by City of Riverside Urban Forester, Robert
Filiar and members of the Victoria Avenue Forever board (Darleen DeMason, Tom Payne and me). You can use the app for
your own walks or use it to introduce newcomers to Victoria Avenue.
The app currently includes at least one point of interest for each block in the section between Poly High School and
Jane St. Just as an example, here is the write up for the eucalyptus trees north of Horace St:
“Eucalypts and ‘Save the Eucalypts’- Among the largest and oldest parkway trees on Victoria Avenue are the Eucalypts.
There are more than 300 on the Avenue and they represent 14 species. Currently, age, pests and drought are challenging
their existence. We encourage donations to our 'Save the Eucalypts' fund so we can intervene with pruning and pest management to prolong their lives.”
—cont. on pg 3

Victoria Recharge Basin Provides Region with a Reliable, Local Water Supply —Torrey Webb, Senior Community
Affairs Representative, Western Municipal Water District

Inside this issue:
Two Victoria Avenue Patrons 2
remembered—Dan Hays and
Jacques Yeager
President’s Corner

4

VAF Board

4

Contributions to VAF

5

Recent Events and Activities

6

Victoria Recharge Basin is an important project underway in Riverside, (at Victoria
Ave. and Jackson St.) which will continue Western Municipal Water District’s commitment to
a highly reliable, local water supply. In 2017, Western will start construction of the Victoria
Recharge Basin Project. When complete this long-term reliability project will generate a
drought-proof water supply to meet the needs of 3,600 homes by capturing and treating storm
water and urban runoff for increased drinking water for today and future generations.
The recharge basin will serve the community by working in harmony with the hydrological process. As water from storms and urban runoff moves down from the surface, it naturally gets filtered in the underground soil media before replenishing or “recharging” groundwater. Collected groundwater is then moved naturally and captured by Western’s Arlington
Desalter wells, thus creating an additional 1,800 acre feet of water annually.
In addition to providing millions of gallons of extra water to Western’s Riverside retail
customers, the project will also increase groundwater storage, improve groundwater quality
and water management of the Arlington Basin and reduce dependency on imported water
from Northern California.—cont. on page 2
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Two Patrons of Victoria Avenue Remembered—by Darleen DeMason

years. Meanwhile, in 1998, Dan organized a group called “Victoria Avenue
Victoria Avenue lost two important supporters recently.
Without Wires” to help with fund raising and grant writing. Its
We take this opportunity to celebrate their contributions to Victoria advisors were Dan Hays (chair), Gerry Marr, Tony Culver, Rosie
Avenue.
Francisco, Henry Coil, Craig Blunden and Jack Yeager (see pg 3).
The group worked very closely with Victoria Avenue Forever and
Dr. Daniel Hays passed away on Dan Hays and Gerry Marr attended the monthly VAF Board meetThursday, April 7th, 2016 at 97.
ings for many years.
He was born in Reading, PA but
came to Riverside with this family In 2000, the name of the organization was changed to “Victoria
at age 5. Although his father and Avenue Historic Restoration Project “(VAHRP). The group sebrother were in the newspaper
lected Myrtle to Central for the first phase of undergrounding.
business, Dan chose a career in
The first phase costs, estimated at $300,000, were covered 1/3 by
medicine. He was a very success- VAHRP (with major donations from the Bank of America, the
ful, and well recognized pediatric Press Enterprise, Henry Coil, Bill Johnson, the Yeager and Hays
cancer surgeon. Dan also married families, and many citizens across Riverside), 1/3 by Riverside Puba doctor, Dr. Esther Fincher Hays, lic Utilities and 1/3 by users (utility and cable companies). Groundand they practiced and taught in
breaking of this phase occurred on March 21st, 2001 with a public
Los Angeles.
celebration and the project was completed by the summer. At that
time Dan and VAHRP had raised $690,000!
After the Hays’ retirement they
returned to Riverside in 1993. At
that time Dan found that time had
Dr. Daniel Hays—1919-1916 not been kind to his “beloved VicPhoto by Michael J. Elderman toria Avenue.” He was disheartened by the utility wires that ran
down the medians marring the skyline and by the water-stressed
and dying trees. Dan was heartened by the visual improvements
that the City made in 1994 when it buried utility wires and repaired
irrigation lines between Monroe and Harrison. He got to work
devoting his retirement to repeating this improvement along the
whole Avenue.
Dan started his quest in 1997 by preparing an application to the
National Park Service to add Victoria Avenue to the National Register of Historic Places. He had recognized that this status would
help leverage state and national funding. The approval took three

The next two phases of undergrounding utilities occurred between
Adams and Monroe (2004) with funding from VAHRP, and between Monroe to Harrison, which also involved replacing trees and
irrigation with funding from a federal transportation enhancement
grant ($486,000). A separate grant from the California Heritage
Fund ($275,000) funded improvements at Jefferson. Additional
phases included St. Lawrence and Adams (2009) funded by Public
Utilities and between St. Lawrence and Jefferson (2009) with funding from VAHRP and the California Heritage Fund. The latter
projects included planting 135 parkway trees (Eucalyptus, Jacaranda,
Schinus and Magnolias) and repairs to irrigation lines.
The last phase of the project involved undergrounding of utilities
between Maude and Washington and occurred in 2013. This project involved funding from multiple sources, ½ from—cont. on pg 3

—cont. from page 1-Victoria Recharge Basin
At the close of 2017, the Victoria Recharge Basin will be
completed to specifications that carefully blend in with the community’s local architectural and landscaping codes. The design of the
Victoria Recharge Basin will incorporate specific design concepts to
minimize vector growth opportunities. Once the Recharge Basin
is placed into operation, Western is projected to annex the Basin to
the Northwest Mosquito and Vector Control District (NMVCD).
The NMVCD controls mosquitoes in the northwest portion of
Riverside County, and the Victoria Basin is located within its service area. The District, in conjunction with the NMVCD, will continue regular monitoring of the Victoria Recharge Basins and implement appropriate control measures as required to eliminate potential vector control challenges.
The District will maintain the Victoria Recharge site to
eliminate vector habitat growth, including elimination of vegetation
from the recharge basins, elimination of miscellaneous standing
water, site vegetation maintenance and other required maintenance.
The basin will be maintained in a state better than the past conditions, where water was uncontrolled and remained standing on the
site following rainfall events.

Victoria Basin aerial view, high resolution graphics
Furthermore, precautions such as designing the basin to
be fully drained to eliminate vector growth and regular monitoring
and maintenance will also serve as as an added safeguard.
The $3.4 million Victoria Recharge Basin Project is part of
the larger $10 million Arlington Recharge Project, which also includes the construction of a production well and —cont. on pg 4
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cont. from page 2-Patrons

Yeager’s significant contributions to
VAHRP, 16% from Caltrans and the remainder from Public Utili- Victoria Avenue and to Victoria Avenue Forever. Jack was a long standing
ties for a final cost of $2,200,000. Overhead wires still exist from
member of Victoria Avenue Forever
Central to Maude and from Washington to Jefferson. Gerry Marr
and paid membership dues yearly as
said about Dan Hays “His dream was to have all the utility lines
down the full length of Victoria Avenue. And we almost made it.” well as making contributions to the
VAF Endowment Fund for memoriAlthough his dream wasn’t realized, Dan Hays should be als. He also donated to our fundraisrecognized for the truly substantial impact he had on the beauty and ing efforts to establish the Dr. Lewis
preservation of Victoria Avenue.
Garden and the Hal Snyder Garden.
Jack was one of the Founding MemJacques (Jack) Yeager passed away on Wednesday, April 20,
2016 at 94. He was a Riverside native and inherited, with his broth- bers of VAHRP and a major donor
ers, a successful construction company started in 1919 by his father. over the years to these efforts (see pg 2).
Jack Yeager was often present at comE.I. Yeager Construction had statewide impact.
munity meetings, such as housing deJack Yeager was also a civic leader and philanthropist. He served
velopment, and the donation and
on many community boards and committees and many UC posts
incorporation of the Hays-Yeager
Jacques Yeager —1922-2016
(UC Regent, UCR Citizens’ University Committee, and the UCR
Memorial Grove to the Avenue at
Photo by Michael J. Elderman
Foundation Board). Jack was also a generous donor to UCR’s
Myrtle Street, to help provide personSchool of Engineering. He funded two endowed chairs and the
al support for preservation and beauenvironmental engineering research center (CE-CERT). Jack
tification of Victoria Avenue.
chaired the campaign for the Business School and was co-chair of
Jack Yeager is one of the most generous figures in Riverthe campaign for the UCR/California Museum of Photography.
side’s history and his generosity extended to Victoria Avenue.
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge Jack

cont. from pg 1—Tour App

Figure 1—Screenshot of mobile app walking tour

How do you use the app? It is very easy and totally free
to use. All you need do is follow the instructions on our
website at www.victoriaavenueforever.org under Victoria Avenue
Day 2016. The app works on any mobile device.

List of stops on tour:

1. Laramie Rd: Palms of Victoria Avenue
2. Arlington Ave: Gymnosperms & skirted CA Fan Palms
3. Lincoln Ave: ‘Ragged Robin’ roses/Rosanna Scott bike
trail
As a result of the creation of this app, other neighbor4. Anna St: Silk Oak Trees and Navel Orange Grove
hood groups as well as Victoria Avenue Forever have become 5. Horace St: Eucalypts and “Save the Eucalypts”
interested in creating additional walks. VAF plans to create
6. Maude St: Hartree Grove historic House and Overhead
additional tours of the Avenue of approximately the same
Wires
length to highlight other structures or locations of historic
7. Jane-Maude: Gless Ranch and care of parkway Navel
interest, trees and gardens, and the neighborhood groups
Oranges
have their own walks in mind. Please contact the board if
8. Jane St: First Victoria Avenue informational kiosk
you have any questions or suggestions regarding the app.
9. Jane St: Dr. Lewis Garden and Water-wise landscaping
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2015-2016 Officers

cont. from pg 2—Victoria Recharge Basin
and transmission pipeline.

Darleen DeMason, President and

To date, Western has received grants totaling $3 million from the Riverside County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District, Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority
and the Bureau of Reclamation.
The Victoria Recharge Basin will be another vital part to Western’s water source
diversification strategy to maintain the service reliability Western customers have come to
expect. For more information about the project, visit wmwd.com.
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George Coon Jr., VP/CEO
Susan McClintock, Treasurer
Lori Yates, Secretary

Directors
Bill Bailey
Marilyn Harris
Jim Montgomery
Tom Payne
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Doug Whitley
Tom Wilson
Frank and Lynn Yost

Ex-officio Member
Robert Filiar
Victoria Basin, street view, high resolution graphic

President’s Corner
With this newsletter I reflect upon
events of the past year. The recent events
are described on page 6. It has been another
wild and wonderful year for Victoria Avenue
and for VAF. I divide my comments into
several categories:
Workday accomplishments: - We had five
formal work days this year: (1) in October
we planted 400 Ragged Robin roses from
Adams to St. Lawrence; (2) in January we
planted roses and cleaned up in the Lorraine
Small Rose Garden; (3) and (4) in February
and March we planted a total of 32 trees; (5)
and, in May we collaborated with KRCB to
pick up trash, clean up the Dr. Lewis Garden, mulch the Hal Snyder Garden and plant
24 trees (see page 7).
Public Events: - In November many VAF
Board members attended a City Council
meeting on Overlook Parkway issues and
Lori Yates and I spoke about potential impacts on Victoria Avenue. On April 9th,
VAF executed a new public event called
“Victoria Avenue Day” (see page 6).

block of giants between Anna and Horace
(see page 6).
Strengthening our IT presence: - Three
relatively new Board members have significantly improved our computer capabilities.
Doug Whitley is providing important leadership in this arena. Last August we launched
a new Victoria Avenue/Victoria Avenue
Forever website. Last November Doug
presented the status of our GPS mapping of
trees on Victoria Avenue at a GIS Day conference at City Hall. The VAF Facebook
page continues to collect new followers. If
you aren’t one of them, please join the activities. Finally, Doug is also working on mobile app tours of the Avenue with the Board.
Our first tour was finished for Victoria Avenue Day (see pg 1).

New Victoria Avenue Brochure: Throughout this year we have been working
on updating and redesigning our brochure
for Victoria Avenue. I would like to thank
the Committee (Lori Yates and Jennifer
Rechel) and the whole Board for their con‘Save the Eucalypts’ project: - This year
tributions to this effort. Quality Printing did
we initiated a project to help the City evalu- the artwork and the printing. The brochures
ate and prolong the lifespan of the old Euca- look great and they are ready to be distributlypts on the Avenue. We started with a
ed to the public.

Victoria AveNews is published
quarterly each year.
The VAF Board meets at 6:30 PM
on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month (except August)
website:
Date 1889
www.victoriaavenueforever.org
Follow us on Facebook
PO Box 4152, Riverside, CA 92514
(951) 286-1036

Memories: - We remember two important
figures: Dan Hays and Jack Yeager in this
newsletter (see page 2).
Thanks to everyone who made this year
busy, successful and productive!!!
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Contributions
Late March - July 2016
Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue Forever. Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for Riverside’s living legacy – Victoria Avenue. We want to make sure to
.acknowledge every one!
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Business Sponsor Renewals
Anderson’s Nu Power
RCB & Sons Landscaping
Quality Printing

General Contributions and for trees/upkeep

Barbara Anderson, Rosalie Anderson, Mike & Nancy Buchmeier,
Art & Joanne Crowley, Jim & Rachel Dudek, Steven & Elizabeth
Francis, Clara Gallanes, Marion Hammarlund, Steven & Marla
Jones, Tom & Sue Jones, Barbara McElrath, Jim Montgomery,
Lawrence & Patricia Paulsen, Tom Payne, Ed Peace, Dennis &
Janet Ponsor, Michael & Georgie Raftery, Dave Roger, Rodolfo
Ruibal, Mike & Linda Soubirous, Irene Salyer, Ellen Weinfurtner

Save the Eucalypts

William & Rosemary Bailey, Darleen DeMason & Dan Straus, Steven & Elizabeth Francis, Irene Salyer

Dammers Butterfly Garden

Darleen DeMason & Dan Straus, Bill & Sue Johnson, Bill
Wilkman

VAF Endowment Fund

Ric Catron, Marion Hammarlund

Memorial Contributions

Richard & Lorraine Anderson In Memory of Dan Hays
Wilma Aronovitz
In Memory of Robert Aronovitz
Louisa Buroker
In Memory of Ronald Buroker
Marianne Chaney
In Memory of Mary Remes
Marie Cotter
In Memory of Marianne Wukaoinovich
Bill & Sue Johnson
In Memory of Kristy Olsen
Beverly Maloof
In Memory of Jacques Yeager
Clinton & Gerry Marr
In Memory of Jacques Yeager
David & Barbara Moore
In Memory of Dan Hays
Rosemarie Richardson
In Memory of Dan Hays
Rosemarie Richardson
In Memory of Don Bell
Rosemarie Richardson
In Memory of Irene Ruibal
Rosemarie Richardson
In Memory of Jacques Yeager
Mary Thomas
In Memory of Jacques Yeager
George & Mary Weimer
In Memory of Teresa Baker

If you own a business, or know a business, that would like to be a sponsor of
Victoria Avenue Forever,

Please let us know!!!!
Finally, we thank
Councilman Mac Arthur for choosing
VAF as his Regatta Charity for the
third year!!

Commemorative Tree Donations
RCB & Sons Landscaping
In Memory of Maggie Pim
Lane & Susan Cash
In Memory of Eloise Williams
Bill & Sue Johnson
In Memory of Jacques Yeager
Kroger Manufactoring
In Memory of Jamie Rodriguez
Chris & Jolyn Mac Arthur,
In Memory of Hebbard Mac
Linda Ebie, Laurie & Bob Cook
Arthur
Beverly Maloof
In Memory of Jacques Yeager
Jane Niederkorn
In Memory of Eloise Williams
Riverside Bridge Club
In Memory of Bob Graves
Councilmen Soubirous (left) and Mac Arther (right)
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Victoria Avenue Day – April 9 —by Frank Heyming

The goal of this event was to “Increase the visibility of Victoria Avenue and Victoria Avenue Forever.” In addition to
promoting the Avenue, we hoped to increase membership in
VAF, provide education regarding the history and plantings
on Victoria Avenue and accept donations.
The day started in the Poly High School parking lot
with a welcome from Mayor Rusty Bailey. A contingent of
walkers then left for a guided walk down Victoria Avenue to
the Dr. Lewis Garden at the corner of Jane Street. Along the
way they were met by several different school groups and
their parents, teachers and administrators. Victoria Avenue
board members, including Darleen DeMason, Lori Yates and
Jenny Rechel assisted with the educational aspects of the
walk. Board member Doug Whitley put together a “Victoria
Avenue Tour App” for smartphone users (see page 1).
Back at Poly High School twenty different community groups had displays and interactive events. In addition to
the VAF booth there were booths from: UCCE Master Gardeners, Paradise Model A Club, Safe Routes to School, Riverside Land Conservancy, Riverside Police Dept., Riverside
Fire Department, Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful
(Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce), Riverside Corona Resource Conservation District, Riverside Public Works,
Citrus Heritage Park, Mary Roberts Pet Adoption Center,
Riverside Community Sailing Program, Grow Riverside, Riverside Food Co-op, American Truck Historical Society, Raincross Rose Society, Riverside Neighborhood Partnership, and
Gless Ranch. The Riverside Plein Air Artists set up at different locations along Victoria Avenue. Participants voted on
favorite booth and favorite vintage car.
Opportunity drawings were held for Legoland Tickets and an 8 foot sailboat. We thank Mary Humboldt who
donated a painting of Victoria Avenue by local artist, Joanna
Mersereau for a silent auction. Raffle prizes donated by participants were given away all morning.
During the short formal program President Darleen
DeMason gave a short history of VAF and presented plaques
to three of our founders, Hal Snyder, Pati Weir, and Mary
Humboldt. Councilman Chris MacArthur also gave some
brief words of praise for the work of VAF.
As with all events, Victoria Avenue Day would not
have been possible without the many hours of planning and
preparation from the committee, Bill Bailey, Julie Sullivan,
Lanny Coon and Frank Heyming (Chair). Darleen DeMason,
Doug Whitley, Tom Payne and Robert Filiar worked on the
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educational aspects of the event, and the entire board contributed in helping make the day a success.

(More pictures of Victoria Avenue Day on page 8)

Meeting of Members – April 23

The first Meeting of Members since passing the new VAF
Bylaws took place on April 23rd at the Los Amigos Clubhouse. Eight Board members, two general members and one
visitor attended. Vice-President Frank Heyming convened
the meeting and reviewed the accomplishments of the organization during the 2015 calendar year. Treasurer Susan
McClintock summarized the financial activity for the year.
Secretary Julie Sullivan confirmed that the 80 proxy votes and
the current attendance constituted a quorum and the new
Board of Directors for 2016-17 was approved. Refreshments
were served. We thank all the members who sent in ballots
and comments by mail and members, Donald Dodd and Carol Stadelbacher, who attended the meeting.

Great American Clean-up – May 14

VAF participated in the Great American Cleanup—cont pg 7
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conti. from page 6—Recent Events and Activities

VAF an evaluation of the Eucalypts on the south side of Victoria
Avenue between Horace and Anna. The goal of this evaluation was
to assess the health and structure of the trees to advise management
organized by Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful on May
th
14 . Our contribution to this national event was to pick up decisions for care and preservation. The final recommendations
were that two trees have significant decay and should be removed;
trash on Victoria Avenue between Jane and Central, weed
three trees need pruning to remove dead branches or reduce height;
and clean up the Dr. Lewis Garden at Jane St., mulch the Hal and mulch and irrigation should be installed along the block. The
Snyder Garden at Harrison St., and plant 24 trees on the
City will remove the trees and VAF will work to raise funds to pay
north parkway between Millsweet and La Sierra. Washington for trimming that is recommended.

Elementary School and Poly High School Honors students
worked with students from Alvord and Corona High Schools
to pick up trash. Raul Jordan, Stacey Mills and Bob Ryan
worked in the Dr. Lewis Garden and VAF members and
family members mulched the Hal Snyder Garden. Board
members Frank Yost and Adam Timura delivered the trees
and supervised tree planting. Several groups came out to
plant their group’s memorial trees: the Mac Arthur family
Chris and Jolyn, Chris’ two sisters, Linda Ebie and Laurie and
spouse Bob Cook planted three trees in memory of Hebbert
and Shirley Mac Arthur. The family of Eloise Niederkorn
Williams planted 10 trees in her memory, and employees of
Kroger Manufacturing, headed by Marsha Martinez, planted a
tree to memorialize former co-worker, Jamie Rodriguez. We
thank Keep Riverside Clean and Beautiful for organizing this
city-wide event

The 8th Annual Triathlon and Regatta Event

On June 11th, this annual event promoted sports activities available
at Fairmont Park, lawn bowling, golf and sailing, and functioned as
a fundraising event for the Riverside Community Sailing Program
and other local nonprofits. Councilman Chris Mac Arthur chose
VAF as his designed charity. The other nonprofits were: ARC of
Riverside, United Way of the Inland Valleys, Riverside Meals on
Wheels, Path of Life Ministries and the Riverside City Fire Foundation. The event was run by the Riverside Community Sailing Program and with participation by the Riverside Lawn Bowling Club.
We thank Councilman Mac Arthur for choosing VAF
again this year and for wearing his VAF T-shirt for the event. VAF
Board members Lori Yates, Marilyn Harris, Frank and Lynn Yost,
and Lanny Coon were present during the event. Lori Yates passed
out free VAF T-shirts in kids’ sizes to those in attendance.

VAF’s Summer Interns—by Doug Whitley

In pursuing the construction of a tree registry, VAF has received
some help from an unexpected source. Two young men, pursuing
technical careers as interns for the City of Riverside, have helped
VAF with both the leg work of collecting information in the field,
and with technical issues regarding the use of mobile devices for
data collection. Their internship is made possible by a collaboration
of SmartRiverside and the Rubidoux Youth Opportunity Center
and the City of Riverside. One of the interns, Willy Baron, grew up
right beside Victoria Ave. on Cross St. He became interested in
GIS, mapping, and civil engineering through contract work he did
with a geologist. The other intern, Oscar Bravo has his own business refurbishing computers and takes course work in GIS and
mapping from the Coursera website. We are grateful to have the
time of these two talented young men to assist our IT efforts.
May 14th event—Mac Arthur family (above) and whole group (below).

Summer Interns –Oscar Bravo (L) and Willie Baron (R)

Save the Eucalypts Update

On April 14, 2016 West Coast Arborist, Cris Falco submitted to
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