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The plant family known as Proteacea has a southern hemisphere 
distribution, especially Australia and South Africa, and contains 80 genera 
of trees and shrubs.  Many species are popular ornamentals and Macadamia 
produces an edible nut.  Most of the species are drought tolerant and are 
good candidates for Southern California landscapes.  Grevillea robust (silk 
oak) is present in two large stands on Victoria Avenue between Anna and 
Horace (outbound parkway) and between Madison and Grace (inbound 
parkway) and produces spectacular yellow blooms in the spring.   

The only other member of this family on Victoria Avenue is in the 
Dr. Lewis Garden.  According to the planting list, this tree was supposed to 
be Stenocarpus sinuatus.  I decided to write an article for the newsletter and 
for our website about this species.  Since it is known to flower in the fall, 
my husband and I took frequent walks to the Dr. Lewis Garden to look for 
flowering.  When the tree came into flower in October, I was astonished to 
see tall, cylindrical “cones” of yellow flowers rather than discs of red flow-
ers.  This tree was clearly misidentified! 

After several weeks of photo trips to the tree, I assembled a group 
of characteristic pictures of the tree habit, leafy shoots, inflorescences and 
fruits and e-mailed them to the Director of the UCR Herbarium, Andrew 
Sanders.  Andy got very excited and immediately attempted to —cont. on pg 3
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Mystery Tree in Dr. Lewis Garden 

 When eucalypts were introduced to California from their native Australia around 
1850, they were planted from seed. They have been characteristic components of the Califor-
nia landscape for 150 years. These trees were highly valued for their rapid growth, and for 
their tolerance to drought and poor soils. While they were initially planted for timber, they are 
currently used primarily as ornamental trees and for windbreaks. Because they were brought to 
California as seed, no insect herbivores were brought with them. In addition, because of the 
strong chemical protection present in eucalyptus leaves, very few insects native to California 
have been able to use them as a food source. Until 1984, eucalypts were both pest and disease-
free. Since that time, however, a series of herbivorous insect species from Australia have in-
vaded California and have caused significant damage to many of the eucalypts in the state. 
 Psyllids are a group of insects that have been particularly damaging to eucalypts. They 
are small insects, usually 2 to 5 mm in length and resemble miniature cicadas. These psyllids 
are all plant-feeders with short straw-like piercing mouthparts used to feed on plant phloem 
sap. As they feed on this sugary liquid, they excrete large amounts of thick, —cont. on page 2 

Eucalyptus psyllids in California—by Michele Eatough Jones, Department of Entomology, UCR 
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—cont. from page 1-Eucalyptus psyllids 

sticky liquid called honeydew. This honeydew, in turn, promotes 

the growth of sooty mold. Each species of psyllid feeds on one, or 

a few closely related species of plants.   

 Many of the psyllids from Australia produce structures 

called lerps, which are “shells” made from crystalized honeydew. 

Lerps provide the psyllid protection from predators and the envi-

ronment. The accumulation of these lerps and honeydew on leaves 

and under infested trees creates a nuisance. A heavy infestation can 

lead to defoliation, branch dieback and occasional tree death. Infes-

tations are highly visible due to the presence of lerps and sooty 

mold, creating cosmetic damage as well. Because of the high visibil-

ity of this pest, even moderate infestations impact the value of or-

namental trees. 

 Eight species of Eucalyptus psyllids have been introduced 

into California. Four of these psyllids have been targeted with bio-

logical control efforts. Biological control of insects uses a natural 

predator of the insect pest to help control it. Researchers studied 

the Eucalyptus psyllids in their native environments in Australia, 

looking for specific, natural predators that could be brought to Cal-

ifornia to help control the psyllids without endangering other in-

sects. The permit process requires rigorous testing before a control 

agent can be released in California.  

  For each of the 4 psyllids that have been targeted with 

biological control in California, the natural predator was a different 

species of a small, dark green, iridescent, parasitoid wasp. The adult 

female wasp lays her eggs inside the psyllid, targeting the young 

psyllid nymphs. The wasp larva hatches and feeds on the psyllid 

from the inside. As the wasp larva develops, it completely con-

sumes the psyllid nymph, killing it before it reaches reproductive 

maturity (Fig 1). These parasitoid wasps usually attack only one 

species of insect, or a few very closely related ones. —cont. on pg 6  

      In preparation for Victoria Avenue Day it seemed appropriate 
to recall our origins and show recognition and appreciation for the 
Founding members of Victoria Avenue Forever.  The surviving 
Founding members are Mary Humboldt, Hal Snyder and Pati Weir.  
Long-time Board Member and former President, Lori Yates and I 
had lunch with these Founding Members and discussed the early 
days of VAF and their numerous accomplishments.  I prepared  
specific questions, but we also allowed them to talk amongst them-
selves and just reminisce! 

From left to right: Mary Humboldt, Hal Snyder, me and Pati Weir   

Who was the original group and how did you come together? 

The group was Hal, Pati, Mary, Earl Shade and Rosanna Scott who 
was later replaced by Dorothy Gilliland because Rosanna was so 
busy.  This group of people had worked together in the housing 
growth management movement in Riverside.  They were Stop the 
Bulldozers, Friends of Riverside, Prop R and Measure C supporters 

together for many years.  This organization gave the Founders a 
unique opportunity to “do something positive” for Victoria Avenue 
and the whole Riverside Community.  Mary recalled taking her 
brother, who was visiting from Florida, on a tour of the Avenue.  
His first comment was “When is the City going to fix this place 
up?”  She looked at Victoria Avenue with new eyes and realized 
how deteriorated it had become.  Many trees had been lost and 
were being replaced by pine trees.  Pine trees did not belong on the 
Avenue.   Mary called Hal and Hal called Pati.  

      Hal said the group crystallized into an entity in November 1990 
when the Press Enterprise ran an article on Victoria Avenue enti-
tled “Dead trees marked for removal.”  The group decided to dedi-
cate themselves “to raise funds to supplement the city budget for 
planting trees, to organize volunteers to plant them and then to care 
for them” (Victoria AveNews Dec. 2011).  The group was still only 
5 people who met in Hal’s dining room.  Hal was the first Presi-
dent.  Pati was Secretary and Membership Chair. 

Who came up with the name “Victoria Avenue Forever”? 

Everyone agreed that Hal came up with the name but the Board 
discussed it and there was unanimous agreement for his suggestion. 

How did you develop a membership? 

Because there was no initial budget, each Board member contribut-
ed $50-100 so they could print materials and send out letters.  Bob 
Buster had just been elected to the City Council and they used his 
campaign mailing list to send out the first letters to potential mem-
bers.  Pati also went door-to-door on Victoria Avenue to talk to 
residents and solicit support.   

      After the first mailing they received about 200 contributions 
right off the bat.  They also staged public events to get the word out 

that they existed, including tree plantings.—cont. on pg 6 

Reminiscences from the Founders of Victoria Avenue Forever—by Darleen DeMason 

 

On Right—A spotted 

gum nymph with a devel-

oping wasp inside. The 

wasp has completed devel-

opment and will soon 

emerge. The puffed-up stiff 

appearance of the psyllid’s 

body is typical of a parasi-

tized nymph near the end 

of the wasp’s development.  

http://victoriaavenueforever.org/newsletters/
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President’s Corner 
 This newsletter was put together in the three weeks 
before our Victoria Avenue Day celebration, which includes a 
guided tour of Victoria Avenue and a Walk with the Mayor.  
Everyone is working hard to get the event off the ground.  
But, this newsletter had to come out at a time that was too 
late to provide any updates on the event and too early to re-
port on the event.  I hope I see you there. 
 Our next event is the membership meeting on April 
23rd at the Los Amigos clubhouse (on Tecate) for election of 
next year’s Board.  Refreshments will be served and you will 
hear all about the events on Victoria Avenue Day. 
 Our last event of the season is the Great American 
Clean-up sponsored by KRCB.  We have 25 trees to plant, 
two gardens to mulch and trash to pick up on the Avenue.  I 
encourage everyone to come out and participate.  Meet at 
Jane at 9AM on May 14th.  Information is located on page 8 
of this newsletter.  
 In this newsletter I have three very enjoyable articles 

related to Victoria Avenue.  I am happy to have a very elegant 
article on Eucalyptus psyllids.  They were a very big problem 
for us in the past, but due to very intense biological control 
technology, most of these pests have been reduced to tolera-
ble levels.  The mechanism of how biological controls work is 
explained well, so there are interesting principles of biology 
described. 
 I also present an historic article on the Founding 
Members of Victoria Avenue Forever and their early successes 
which set the trajectory of the organization that has lasted for 
26 years so far.  These members will be honored on Victoria 
Avenue Day.  
 Finally, the third article is on a tree misidentification 
in the Dr. Lewis Garden.  It was a fun mystery to solve and I 
thank Ric Catron and Andrew Sanders, Director of the UCR 
Herbarium for their help in solving the mystery.  It turned 
out to be a very fun story as well. 
 So, I hope you enjoy this newsletter!!!                 

From pg 1—Mystery Tree   identify the tree for us.  He came up 
with a tentative identification of Banksia integrifolia.  Andy felt 
the descriptions and the images on the internet matched, but 
he could not be certain since he didn’t have any herbarium 
specimens in his collection.  Subsequently, he wanted to con-
sult a monograph of the genus.   

Using the UCR library database I was able to find that a 
monograph of the genus Banksia was present on campus in 
“Special Collections” on the top floor of the Rivera Library.  
Special Collections houses rare, priceless, and unusually-sized 
books, manuscripts and other archives that are non-
circulating.  I visited Special Collections and had The Banksia 
retrieved for me.  It was an exciting experience that con-
firmed Andy’s identification and provided me with both hor-
ticultural and historical stories about our mystery tree. 

Horticultural Story—The Dr. Lewis Garden was one of 
VAF’s earliest projects (1993) and was created in collabora-
tion with Riverside’s Parks and Recreation Department.  Ric 
Catron did the landscape design for the garden (Victoria Ave-
News Jan. 2015).  He selected Stenocarpus sinuatus for a protect-
ed position at the back of the garden against the block wall 
because “It is a gorgeous, stunning tree and really made an 
impression on me!”  It was purchased as a small specimen 
from a reputable nursery.  Clearly, it was mislabeled by the 
nursery or its supplier.   

The genus Banksia consists of 75 species of trees and 
shrubs.  The leaves are hard and leathery and the margins are 
often toothed.  The flowers are produced in dense spikes that 
are typically held erectly.  Flower color is red, orange or yel-
low.  Banksia integrifolia (Coast Banksia) is a shapely tree to 75 
ft.  The leaves are clustered in whorls, are narrow, and are 
dark green on the upper surface and characteristically silvery 

gray on the lower surface.  Juvenile leaves have toothed mar-
gins but adult leaves have entire margins.  The flowers are 
pale yellow on cylindrical, erect spikes up to 6 in tall.  The 
trees flower from fall through early winter.  The fruits are 
woody, bivalved follicles. 

Historical Story—Coast Banksia (B. integrifolia) was the 
first species of this new genus collected by Sir Joseph Banks 
and Daniel Solander at Botany Bay in April 1770.  These two 
men were the botanists who traveled on the Endeavour with 
Captain James Cook on the expedition that discovered the 
continent of Australia.  It is still the most common species of 
Banksia on the southwestern coast of Australia.  Although 
five species of Banksia were collected on that historic expedi-
tion, they were not named or described until 1782 by Carl 
Linnaeus, son of the author of Species Plantarium —cont on pg 4 

On left—unopened flowers on spike, and on right, woody fruits on old spike.  

Note silvery undersides of leaves that are characteristic of B. integrifolia. 

http://victoriaavenueforever.org/newsletters/
http://victoriaavenueforever.org/newsletters/
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—continued from page 3-Mystery Tree 

where binomial nomenclature was first used.  The son named the genus after Sir Joseph 
Banks. 

 In summary, a mistaken identity gave us an expected tree in our garden, but the 
tale has a happy ending.  Banksia integrifolia has some rich histories behind it and it is an-
other unique species in the wonderfully creative Dr. Lewis, water-wise Garden.  The gar-
den is a real triumph that resulted from a VAF/City/Chamber collaboration in 1993.  
 
References:  

 
Rosser, CE and AS George. 1981. The Banksias. Volume I. Academic Press, London.  
                   
Wrigley, JW and M Fagg. 1989. Banksias, Waratahs & Grevilleas. Collins Publishers, Austral-
ia.   
      
On left– Habit of Banksia integrifolia in the Dr. Lewis Garden 
  

Recent Events and Activities 

February 20thTree Planting Workday:  Over 50 people showed up.  It was an en-

thusiastic crowd. Special thanks to the Poly High School National Honors Society stu-
dents, Future P.I.L.L.S. and Red Cross from UCR. In addition, we had Santiago and 
North Key Club students. Thank you to everyone - it was a perfect day to plant trees.   

March 12thTree Planting Workday:  This tree 
planting event was in celebration of California Arbor 
Week! 18 people showed up.  We had students from 
JFK High School in Norco and from UCR.  Council-
man Mac Arthur and his wife were there too.   

Thank you to everyone who came out to help. The 

soil was wet and the weather was beautiful.  

http://www.victoriaavenueforever.org/
mailto:info@victoriaavenue.org
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Thank you to 

everyone 

who has con-

tributed to 

this project. 

Contributions  

Late January – Late-March 2016 
 Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue Forever.  Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for 
Riverside’s living legacy – Victoria Avenue.  We want to make sure to acknowledge every one! 
   

General Contributions and for trees/upkeep 
John & Betty Addink, Kathleen Asper-Williams, Mayor Rusty Bailey, William & Rosemary Bailey, Dave & Peggy Barnhart, 
Mary Ferman Bean, Phil & Selina Bremenstuhl, Vicki Broach & Tim Kelly, John & Janet Gless, Frank & Lucy Heyming, 
Bob Buster & Mary Humboldt, Monica Ittig, Thomas & Charlotte Johnson, William Johnson, Jr., Raul & Cecilia Jordan, Jay 
& Debbie Keller, Larry & Marlene Kirby, Sam & Cathleen Konyn, Ron & Marsha Loveridge, Chris & Jolyn Mac Arthur, 
Edward & Sandra Mackey, Ron & Joan Magnuson, Tom & Barbara Mazzetti, Susan McClintock, Dick & Joann Messer, Jo 
Jean Milesi, Pollyanna Miller, David & Barbara Moore, Jim Montgomery, Robert & Norma Nelson, Walter & Betty Parks, 
Malcolm & Charis Pond, Doris Rhine, Gerald Saks, James & Barbara Robinson, Bonnie Salazar, Anthony Serra, Susan Si-
monin, Hal Snyder & Bill Kleese, Carol Stadelbacher, Anne Stalder, Mary Ann Steward, Dwight Tate, Ron & Le An Teunis-
sen, Giles Waines, Linda Walling, Chuck & Susan Wheat, Don & Mildred White, Ruth Wilson, Lori Yates and the Riverside 
Epicurean Community 

Save the Eucalypts 
Barbara Brown, Richard & Rosie Francisco, Kate Hyett, Tom & Barbara Mazzetti, Susan McClintock, Elaine Muir, Walter & 

Betty Parks, James & Shirley, Sandoval, Hal Snyder & Bill Kleese, Charlotte Stanley, Julie Sullivan 
 

Dammers Butterfly Garden 
Darleen DeMason & Dan Straus, Gene & Nadine Fahlbusch, Phillip & Margaret Laney, Paul & Elayne Lohr 

 
VAF Endowment Fund 

Dave and Peggy Barnhart, Marion McCarthy 
 

Victoria Avenue Day 
Community Foundation, Nick & Bianca Heyming Fund 

 
Dr. Lewis Garden 
Phillip & Margaret Laney 

  
Snyder Garden 

Cecille Graffi,  
 

Memorial Contributions 
Priscilla Doshier              In Memory of Dub Doshier 
Joan Miller              In Memory of Don Bell 
Pollyanna Miller              In Memory of Rosemary Harris 
Walter & Betty Parks             In Memory of Don Bell 
Ken & Debby Phillips             In Memory of Rosemary Harris 
Berry Spriggs              In Memory of Everett Spriggs 
 

Commemorative Tree Donations 
Chris & Jolyn Mac Arthur         In Memory of Shirley MacArthur 
Joan Miller            In Memory of John Miller 
Robin Voorhies            In Memory of Gloria Thomas 
Riv. Co. Master Gardeners        In Memory of Robert Tank 
Dwight Tate            In Memory of Charles Tate 
 

Business Sponsors 
Albert A. Webb Associates (Renewal) 

 

We hired West Coast Arborists to start their evalua-

tions with the block between Horace and Anna. 
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From page 3—VAF Founders 
What were your first projects? 

The group tackled many projects in the first year.  Very early on 
they decided that they needed to work with the City to establish a 
standard of care for Victoria Avenue.  They advocated for an ad hoc 
committee to determine the standards.  In March 1991 the City 
Council approved this ad hoc committee, which proceeded to pro-
duce a report that set standards for irrigation, weed abatement, 
traffic slowing and undergrounding utility lines.  (This committee’s 
report was completed and fully approved by the City Council in the 
spring of 1992.)   

      The group’s favorite project was a public event to celebrate the 
Centennial of the Victoria Avenue Bridge.  The old-fashioned event 
also celebrated Riverside’s history, and historic families, including 
the Harada family.  The Riverside Concert Band and a Barber Shop 
Quartet performed and Mayor Frizzell was transported in an open-
air, horse-drawn carriage.  A plaque was unveiled and refreshments 
consisted of lemonade and popcorn.  This successful fund-raising 
event was financed by corporate sponsors, the Parks and Recrea-
tion Department and private funds raised by the Mayor.  In addi-
tion, Riverside artist, Marty Tobias provided an original drawing of 
the bridge that was also made into a poster.  Posters were sold at 
the event and the original drawing was used for a silent auction. 

      The group lamented their failures as well.  In particular, street 
widening and traffic light installation occurred at Arlington, Central 
and Van Buren, despite their advocacy against it. 

To what do you owe your initial successes? 

Mary said “we worked our butts off.”  She also said that the group 
had significant support from Parks and Recreation, especially Terry 
Neilson, Deputy Director and Ric Catron, Park Planner.  They pro-
vided invaluable help and information for the 1992 Tree Inventory 
and for the design of the Dr. Lewis Garden.  Mayor Terry Frizzell 
was also a staunch supporter.  

      Pati added that reaching out to students in the local schools and 
Girl Scout and Boy Scout Troops was an important part of her 
activities.  She visited History classes in schools to provide infor-
mation and to recruit volunteers for planting events. 

      Pati also said that all decisions were made at the Board meet-

ings as a collaborative effort.  That made everything a joint project 
and eliminated any possibility of disagreements or arguments.  They 
all worked well together. 

How was Victoria Avenue Forever similar or different from 
other previous citizen support groups for the Avenue? 

Pati said that the citizens of Riverside have always been involved in 
the plantings and maintenance of Victoria Avenue.  The initial pur-
chasers of the 10-acre citrus groves selected the tree species, with 
supervision from Franz Hosp, for their parkways.  The wives of the 
growers planted the roses in the medians.   

      Mary said that citizens have advocated for the Avenue through-
out its history: in the 1920’s, later the Victoria Avenue Association 
was active until the ‘60s.  Individual citizens have spoken out for 
Victoria Avenue, including Lorraine Small.  VAF grew out of politi-
cal advocacy in Riverside.  It was not a “gardening club.”  

The lunch was a very positive experience.  I was struck by the 

warm comradeship and mutual respect that each of these founding 

members had for each other.  They were all thrilled to have the 

opportunity to reminisce about their accomplishments, for which 

they still harbor significant pride.  They are a big inspiration to us. 

Early accomplishments of Victoria Avenue Forever: 

 Formed a Board and agreed upon a name, Nov. 1990 

 Developed a membership and started accumulating do-

nations, 1991 

 Advocated at City Hall for an ad hoc committee to estab-

lish standards of care for the Avenue, March 1991 

 Held early tree planting events, March and October, 1991 

 Executed a large public event and fund-raiser, November 

1991 

 Developed by-laws and incorporated as a public benefit 

non-profit, 1992 

 Obtained City Council approval for a final report of 

standards of care for the Avenue, March 1992 

 Completed (with external funding) a Tree Inventory of 

Victoria Avenue, 1992  —continued on page 8 

From page 2— Eucalyptus psyllids                            

 The blue gum psyllid, Ctenarytaina eucalypti (Fig. 2), was first discovered in Monterey 
County in January 1991. Since then the psyllid spread quickly throughout the Califor-
nia coast and into the central valley. It feeds on blue gum, Eucalyptus globulus, and oth-
er Eucalypts that have waxy blue juvenile foliage.  
 One suitable host for the blue gum psyllid, Eucalyptus pulverulenta, has been 
planted in plantations along the coastal counties of California. Foliage from this Eu-
calypt is used commercially in flower arrangements. Because blue gum psyllid was 
causing defoliation, curling and distorted of leaves, growers were using large amounts 
of pesticides to control it in blue gum plantations. 
 A search for natural enemies of the blue gum psyllid was conducted in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand in 1991-1992. A tiny wasp, Psyllaephagus pilosus, was found to 
be an effective natural enemy of this psyllid. By the end of 1993, this parasitoid was 
established at all release sites. This wasp is successfully controlling blue gum psyllid, 
and damage from this psyllid is now rare.   

 The red gum lerp psyllid, Glycaspis brimblecombei (Fig. 3), feeds on river red gum 
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis), flooded gum (E. rudis), and forest red gum  —cont. on pg 7 
 

         Blue gum psyllid infesting a young shoot.  
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conti. from page 2—Euclyptus psyllids 
(E. tereticornis).  Each individual psyllid con-

structs its own lerp under which it feeds. 

The species was first found in Los Angeles 

County in 1998, and spread very rapidly. 

Subsequently, high densities of red gum lerp 

psyllid caused severe defoliation of red 

gums, and resulted in wide-spread tree mor-

tality. For example, at a eucalyptus planta-

tion in Rancho Santa Fe, nearly half of the 

trees died or had to be removed due to se-

vere defoliation.  

A biological control program using the 

parasitoid Psyllaephagus bliteus (Fig. 4) was 

developed to protect red gums. This natural 

enemy was widely released in California 

from 2000 through 2002. Control of red 

gum lerp psyllid has not been as complete as 

that for blue gum psyllid.  Conical shaped 

lerps on the leaves of red gums can still be 

found. However, the wasp has greatly re-

duced the red gum lerp psyllid populations, 

and tree mortality from the psyllid is now 

uncommon. 

 Spotted gum psyllid, Eucalyptolyma maiden 

(Fig. 5) was first observed in Orange County 

in August 2000 colonizing the foliage of 

spotted gum (Corymbia maculata) and lemon 

gum (Corymbia citriodora). Spotted gum psyllid 

has spread through many counties of Cali-

fornia. The lerp of spotted gum psyllid is 

shaped like a feather, with many lateral ribs 

forming a narrowed, closed end at its incep-

tion and a larger, opened end as the lerp 

increases in size (Fig. 6). Lerps typically 

reach 6 × 3 mm in width. Several nymphs 

may inhabit one lerp, and move freely in and 

out of lerps (Fig. 6).  

 Lemon gum psyllid, Cryptoneossa triangula , a 

closely associated species, appeared in Cali-

fornia in 1995. Lemon gum psyllid (Fig. 7)

does not construct lerps, but uses the lerps 

of spotted gum psyllid for shelter. As such, 

lemon gum psyllid can occur in high num-

bers when spotted gum psyllid is present. 

Since 2007, the parasitoids Psyllaephagus 

parvus for spotted gum psyllid and P. perplex-

us (Fig. 8) for lemon gum psyllid have been 

established in southern California. Similarly 

as for red gum lerp psyllid, these parasitoids 

have not completely controlled the psyllids, 

but psyllid numbers are greatly reduced and 

tree mortality is uncommon. 

 Other psyllids found on eucalypts in Cali-
fornia include the clear winged shoot psyllid 
(Blastopsylla occidentalis) and the yellow winged 

shoot psyllid (Ctenarytaina spatulata). These 
psyllids can both be found on young ex-
panding leaves. They can occur in high 
abundance on a variety of eucalypts, but are 
usually not seriously damaging. The tristania 
psyllid (Ctenarytaina longicauda) and the spot-
ted winged free-living psyllid (Acizzia uncatoi-
des) are not very common and not damaging 
to eucalypts in southern California.  

In summary, several of the common euca-
lypts on Victoria Avenue are hosts to inva-
sive Australian psyllids. Biological control 
has worked and trees are no longer threat-
ened.  Look for the feather shaped lerps of 
the spotted gum psyllid on lemon scented 
gum (Corymbia citriodora). Although spotted 
gum psyllid makes the lerps, lemon gum 
psyllid may also be present. The spotted 
gum psyllid is the larger of the two, and 
usually green or pink. The lemon gum 
psyillid smaller and brown.  

Red gum lerp psyllid and it’s conical 

round lerps may be seen on red gum (E. 

camaldulensis), flooded gum (E. rudis) and 

forest red gum (E. tereticornis). The red gum 

lerp psyllid can be found under its lerp on 

more mature leaves. The free-living clear 

winged shoot psyllid is also common on red 

gum and related eucalypts. This small brown 

psyllid is usually found on young foliage at 

branch tips. 

Although blue gum (E. globulus) is a 

common gum on Victoria Avenue, it is not 

likely you will find blue gum psyllid. It is 

well controlled by the wasp that was re-

leased, and this psyllid was never as abun-

dant in southern inland regions, as it was in 

coastal regions and the central valley of Cali-

fornia.  

 

Michele Jones is a Post Doctoral Student with 
Dr. Timothy Paine.  He provided figures 2-4. 

    Red gum lerp psyllids conically shaped lerps  

Parasitoid wasp of red gum lerp psyllid. The wasp 
can use its ovipositor to pierce through the lerp and 
lay an egg in the psyllid without burrowing through 
the lerp.  

Feather shaped lerp and adult spotted gum psyllid  

Feather shaped lerps of spotted gum psyllid. In the 
top left corner, there is a newly formed lerp, it is 
transparent since it is still drying, and you can see 
the young psyllid nymph (arrow) inside .  

Nymphs of spotted gum psyllid (left) and lemon 
gum psyllid (right)  

Parasitoid wasp of lemon gum psyllid  
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From page 6—VAF Founders 

Early accomplishments continued 

 Started a newsletter entitled, Victoria Avenue 

Tribune, which came out monthly, 1993 

 Partnered with the Department of Parks and 

Recreation and the Chambers of Commerce to 

raise funds and establish the first water-wise 

garden, the Dr. Lewis Garden at Jane St, 1993 

 Raised funds and established the Lorraine Small 

Rose Garden, 1993 

 Designed and sold two types of VAF t-shirts to 

raise funds for planting trees, 1993 

 Held the first members Annual Meeting as a 

garden party at Hal Snyder’s house, August 

1993 

 Held the first Ragged Robin rose propagation 

event (cuttings were potted and grown up at 

Fairmont Park), November 1993 

 Started a design for the first Victoria Avenue 

brochure, November 1993 

We Recognize and Appreciate their 
Amazing Accomplishments that will 

last—FOREVER!!! 

VAF Calendar 

     April 23, 2016—Membership Meeting 

May 14, 2016—Great American Cleanup 


