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Public funding for Urban Forestry – by Darleen DeMason
In the past year or so, approximately 70 trees have died on Victoria Avenue, 59 of which were Commemorative trees, funded by
community donations and planted by VAF volunteers. These deaths can be attributed to drought conditions and other negative impacts,
including old age. This is a larger loss than any of us can remember in a similar time period and we have had comments from many of
you about dead trees on the Avenue. Every tree is important to us and we guarantee that Commemorative trees will be replaced. We
were pondering the question of how we were going to fund these tree replacements when we received a call from a statewide nonprofit,
called California ReLEAF (CA ReLEAF) with news that grants were available for planting public trees and we were eligible to apply for
funding. The short summary of this story is that we were successful at obtaining $4500 in funding to replace the Commemorative trees.
This grant will fund our two tree planting workdays this year, January 24 th and February 21st. In the process of submitting our grant we
learned a lot about sources of state funding for urban forestry projects in California. In this article I will inform you about our current
grant, future funding opportunities, and why we needed funding.
Our current grant - The immediate source of our new grant is CA ReLEAF (http://californiareleaf.org/) which is a statewide alliance of
community member organizations, like VAF. CA ReLEAF has recently celebrated its 25 th anniversary. They accomplish their goals
through various programs which include: supporting tree planting events for California Arbor Week; creating networks to promote
statewide alliances among community-based groups, individuals, and encouraging each to contribute to healthy urban forests; educating
the public about the values of urban forests through newsletters, webinars and workshops; lobbying legislative groups to help shape public policy that advances urban forestry throughout the state; and by garnering grant funding opportunities.
CA ReLEAF administers urban forestry grant programs on behalf of the State and this funding comes
through the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE).
Funding is provided for an array of urban forestry projects that include tree education and outreach or a combination of each. Since 1992, CA ReLEAF has distributed more than $9 million to nonprofits, local agencies and community groups for activities on public property, green jobs training programs and programs to promote volunteer development. Funded projects require volunteers which
provides opportunities for community outreach and education. Therefore, VAF’s emphasis on volunteers and education dovetails perfectly with CA ReLEAF’s funding priorities.
continued on page 4
Inside this issue:

President’s Corner

2

Victoria Avenue Hero—Ric 2
Catron
Contributors to VAF
VAF Board

3

Price Increases and Calendar

5

Current Events & Activities 6
Urban Forestry 101

Victoria Avenue Forever’s mission—To preserve, Restore, and Beautify Historic Victoria Avenue through
Community Volunteer Efforts, Education and Advocacy.

7

CA ReLEAF’s mission -

To empower grassroots
efforts and build strategic
partnerships that preserve, protect, and enhance California’s urban
and community forests.

Pa ge 2

V ic toria Ave New s

V olume 23 —No. 1

President’s Corner—Darleen DeMason
Happy New Year VAF members! My New
Year has been bustling with VAF activities. Our second
workday was accomplished successfully (see page 6) and
two tree-planting workdays are coming up. These latter
work days are partially funded by a grant from the State
of California through CAL-FIRE and CA ReLEAF (see
article on page 1). Tree planting is at the core of VAF’s
mission to preserve and beautify Victoria Avenue
through donations and volunteers from the community.
Recruiting and retaining our members are also keys to
our success.

the first time since 2011 (see page 5). Commemorative
tree prices have also gone up.

Other projects on the burners include: obtaining
a new website (see page 6); updating our bylaws (Bill
Bailey), installing two plaques for the late Marie Hempy
(Darleen DeMason), designing and installing Dammers
memorials in the Butterfly Garden (Bill Wilkman), GPS
mapping of Avenue trees (Frank Heyming), updating
the VAF brochure (Amy Vincent) and developing a Victoria Avenue mobile App (Tom Payne). Updating the
bylaws will take a membership-wide vote. We will alert
For 2015, there are many projects on burners. you in advance for this.
We continue to recruit individual and household memOn Saturday and Sunday, January 17th and 18th,
bers and we have tripled our membership since last year
the
VAF
Board had a table set up in front of the new
at this time. In 2015, we will seriously promote a new
group of members: businesses. We have drafted a re- Stater Bros. Market at Mary St. to pass out flyers for the
cruitment letter, membership form and a colorful certif- tree planting event and to recruit new members. I hope
icate for these anticipated members. If, you own or you dropped by to say hello.
work for a business in Riverside, and would like it to
This newsletter issue is dedicated to trees and
become a member of VAF and support Victoria Aveurban
forestry
and to honor a long-time member who is
nue, please let me or another Board member know.
historically
important
to VAF and is still a long distance
Further, we are transitioning to annual memberships
that start in January and end in December for all mem- friend– Ric Catron (below).
bers. This will allow us to save postage by using our
bulk mailing permit. Membership renewals for 2015 Please come out and help us plant trees this year!
will go out soon. We have raised membership rates for
.

Victoria Avenue Hero, Ric Catron—by Darleen DeMason
In December we received a donation for the Hal
Snyder Garden and a letter from Ric Catron. His letter is
reproduced below:
“Dear VAF,
We’ve been friends for a long time. Back in your beginning I
was a Park Planner with the City of Riverside (1990-1997) and
worked with Hal Snyder, Dave Roger (City Arborist) and other enthusiastic volunteers and staff to help stabilize Victoria Avenue, start
the planning, begin the first tree plantings and creating the Dr. Lewis
Garden. I was a grad student at Cal Poly Pomona during these years
and my Master’s thesis was used, in part, to nominate the Avenue to
the National Registry of Historic Places. Good times!
Time and distance has long ago pulled me from the sweetsmelling citrus groves of my past. Winter has always been my favorite
time of year in Riverside. While I’ll physically be here across the sound
from Seattle on the Olympic Peninsula, I’ll be in Riverside both emotionally and spiritually. I’ve changed jobs twice since the Riverside
years – always budget cuts and elimination of park planning positions.
Regardless, my appreciation and fondness of the Avenue and Victoria
Avenue Forever continues. Wish I could provide more, but please
know my thoughts are with you.
Keep up the good work. Cheers!

Ric Catron, Parks Project Coordinator, Kitsap County Parks &
Recreation, Port Orchard, WA 98366”
Well my interest was piqued because I remember
Hal Snyder talking about the author of the Master’s thesis on
Victoria Avenue and
the designer of the Dr.
Lewis Garden, but I
had not realized that it
was the same person.
I decided to learn
more about this Victoria Avenue hero. So
here is the story.
Ric Catron
grew up in the Eastbay
and received a certificate in Tropical Horticulture at the Pacific
Tropical Botanical
Garden in Kauai, Hawaii, a BS in Horticulture continued on pg 5
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Contributions
October – December 2014
Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue Forever. Your gifts
will be used to help protect and care for Riversides’ living legacy – Victoria Avenue. We want to make sure to acknowledge every one!

General Contributions and for trees/upkeep
Anonymous; George & Billie Baresich; Bank of American Charitable Foundation;
Mary Bean; Sandra Caldwell; Jim & Rachel Dudek; John Ferguson; William Gardner; Monika Ittig; Rob & Kathy Lennox; Thomas & Barbara Mazzeti; Donald
Merhaut; Lalla Neblett; Lawrence & Patricia Paulsen; Tom & Valerie Payne;
Rodolfo & Irene Ruibal; Teresa Reed; Roberta Spieler; Ron & Le An Teunissen;
Vista De Victoria HOA; James & Carol Ward; Gerald & Kristina Zaragoza

Donations to the Endowment Fund
Rich & Amy Cardullo; Elaine Ford, Giles Waines

GiveBig and #GivingTuesday donors
Anonymous; William Bonnett; Sylvia Broadbent; Norm Ellstrand; Sandra Fay;
Susan McClintock; Bette Quinn; Nicolette Rohr; Bill Stalder (for both events);
Daniel Straus; Carolyn Ulrich

Donations to the Dammer’s Butterfly Garden
Barbara Anderson

Snyder Garden
Richard Catron, Monika Ittig

Memorial Contributions
Elizabeth Corison
Marie Cotter
Margaret Fletcher
Clinton & Geri Marr
Jean Miller
Michael & Georgie Raftery
Louis Tavaglione
Carolyn Ulrich

In memory of Cathy MacLaughlin
In memory of Richard Perry
In memory of Sidney Fast
In memory of Patricia Winterton
In memory of George Blatchford
In honor of John Miller
In memory of Joan Tavaglione
In memory of Melvin Ulrich

Contributors in memory of Lynne Preston: Mr & Mrs Thomas Brown; Stephen & Elizabeth Cunnison; Steven & Elizabeth Kovely, Clinton & Geri Marr:
Judith Meairs; John & Carol Matulich; Bernice Miceli; J.A. Mickelson; Elaine Muir;
Marvin & Caroline Nathan; Liz Neblett; Anne Palumbo; Mary Palumbo, Mr &
Mrs Clinton Pooley; Mr & Mrs Robert Sanders; Mr & Mrs Kendell Seamans;
Anne Stalder; Mr & Mrs Dale Stinchfield; Helen Timmons; James & Carol Ward

Commemorative Tree Donations
Inland Empire Chapter of ΔΔΔ Alumnae
In memory of John Anderson
Jill Darling, Cindy Tyrolt, & family
In memory of Susan Bratten Weaver
Lalla Neblett
In memory of Lynne Preston
Gloria Thomas
In memory of Ruth Weingart
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continued from page 1—Public Funding for Urban Forestry
The actual source of our grant was Proposition 84, the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and
Coastal Protection Bond Act, which, in part, provided funding for
local communities to improve parks and other public open spaces.
We got in under the wire because this was the final year of funding
for Prop 84.
Although nonprofits are eligible to apply for grant funding
on their own, the grant development process required collaboration
with the appropriate government agency that owns the land. In this
case, VAF collaborated with the City’s Department of Public
Works for the funding request. I would like to thank Robert Filiar,
Tina English and Brandi Becker for their hard work providing
budget numbers, support letters and tree species approvals that
accompanied the funding request. The City will provide matching
funds to remove dead trees, mitigate gophers, repair irrigation, stake
trees and maintain them after planting. In addition, the City will
coordinate with the contractor, Brickman, to water trees as they are
planted and put in new irrigation as needed. Our two planting dates
are January 24th and February 21st. Now, all we need is to recruit
tree planting volunteers!
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In addition to project-type allocation of the Cap-andTrade revenues, state law requires that at least 25% of the proceeds
to cut greenhouse gases go to projects that benefit disadvantaged
communities. To pinpoint the neediest communities, the CA Environmental Protection Agency spent several years developing a
screening tool that uses 19 measures of environmental exposure,
health risk and socioeconomic status to be used to prioritize grant
requests. The report was released in September and using the criteria suggested, most of the funding would go to southern California
and Central Valley communities and only 5% would go to the Bay
Area (LA Times, September 24, 2014, pages AA1-2). Needless to
say, the report sparked a large amount of controversy across the
state and I witnessed a week of fiery e-mails among the urban forestry community. The agency has been reviewing comments and
revisions are expected. But, here in Riverside, I think we can be
confident that our requests will be regarded as being in high priority
categories.
History of tree planting on Victoria Avenue – VAF has been
planting trees since 1991. At the beginning of the organization’s
existence, so many trees had died in the medians of Victoria Avenue (approximately 800), we were planting entire blocks at a time.
All of these trees were funded by community donations to the commemorative tree program and were planted by VAF volunteers. In
2006, when the City extended the median to La Sierra, a number of
new blocks were added for trees and donors. All median blocks are
now planted and we have been given a few parkway blocks. Since
our beginning, we estimate we have planted about 1400 trees. New
planting sites and donation opportunities involve the death of older,
original trees and additional parkway sites provided by the City.
VAF has always guaranteed to donors, that a tree will always occupy their site. We replant all trees that die. Last year we
planted over 43 trees and 35 of them were replacement trees. Some
of these were being replanted for the second time. In order to keep
our replanting promise for more than 1000 trees and counting, we
recently voted to increase the price of new commemorative trees
from $100 to $150 to help pay for replanting. However, from here
on, we will also have to supplement our income for trees by planning fund-raising activities or by applying for external funding to
keep a healthy tree in every site.

Future opportunities for tree planting grants – Preserving and
protecting healthy urban forests requires a sustainable funding
source. Urban forests improve the quality of life, improve air quality, reduce energy consumption and sequester greenhouse gases (see
page 7). Future funding of California’s urban forest is now a component of California’s landmark Cap-and-Trade program which
began in 2012. The goal of this program is to reduce greenhouse
gas emission to 1990 levels by 2020. To accomplish this goal, limits
have been set on large C02 emitters. These companies must buy
pollution permits for each metric ton of CO 2 released. Companies
who cut their emissions can then sell unused permits on the
“carbon market.” They can also cover up to 8% of their emissions
by purchasing credits (offsets) from projects that capture greenhouse gases. As the pollution limits increase over the years, the
allowances become scarcer and more expensive. Revenues generated by the state are then used to support many types of projects such
low carbon transportation (including the bullet train), energy efficient public buildings, agricultural efficiency, wetlands and watershed restoration, and fire prevention and urban forestry. $42 milThis winter we have a record number of memorial trees to
lion dollars has been allocated for this latter category. Some of this plant. There are 59 replacement trees, 2 new parkway trees and the
money will go to CAL FIRE and then to CA ReLEAF for future
remaining 11 are trees replacing older, original trees. Please come
grants to community groups like VAF to plant trees.
out and help us plant on January 24th and Feb-

ruary 21st. You can join forces with those who
love Victoria Avenue and/or those who support urban forests. Help us thank CA ReLEAF
and CAL FIRE and the State of California for
their support.

Far left—Chinese Fringe trees
(Chionanthus retusus) all planted during a
single workday in 1995 between Gratton
and Monroe.
Near Left—Western Redbud trees (Cercis
occidentalis) planted on March 8, 1997 between Jackson and Gibson.
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continued from pg 2-Victoria Avenue Hero

at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and a Masters in Urban and
Regional Planning at Cal Poly Pomona. He also received a
Certificate in Landscape Architecture from UC Berkeley
Extension. Ric’s Master’s thesis title was “Victoria Avenue
– A Management Plan for the Past, Present and Future.”
After finishing his undergraduate degree, Ric’s first job was
working as an Estate Gardener at Filoli (Woodside, CA), a
member of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. He
worked at Merritt College and for the City of Huntington
Beach before being hired as a Park Planner for the City of
Riverside in 1990. Concurrent with his Riverside position
he was enrolled in the MURP program at Cal Poly and
worked as an adjunct instructor at UC Irvine Extension and
Fullerton College. During those years, the Parks Department was responsible for Victoria Avenue. This responsibility was transfer later to Public Works, which is the depart- Above—Dancing in the rain at Filoli Estate in Woodside, CA.
ment that handles it now. Ric was the landscape designer
March 2014.
for the Dr. Lewis Garden. In his words “That was a fun
project and it has been so rewarding to see how it has grown
and evolved over the years. It was my homage to the public
cactus gardens of the late 19th century, without the stings
and potential liability from cactus spines.” Hal Snyder also
recalls that Ric took a great interest in Victoria Avenue and
VAF and attended Board meetings regularly. He personally
selected the tree species that VAF has planted on the median and parkway blocks. Ric worked for Riverside from 1990
through 1997.
After Ric left Riverside he moved to the Portland
area and was a park planner for the City of Gresham, Oregon for 14 years. Finally, his current position is as Project
Coordinator for Kitsap County in Washington. He summarizes his career in this way: “After all these years, I’m still
doing what I love best, creating new parks and preserving
old ones for the community.”
Ric is still a current member of VAF and he also
told me that he keeps an historic Victoria Avenue street sign
in his Kitsap Parks office. “It serves as a happy reminder of Above—– “A Butte of a Morther’s Day Volkswalk” at Linnemann
things past – and inspiration for things yet to be.”
Rail Road Station Trailhead. This is Ric’s favorite Gresham Parks
Thank you Ric Catron for being a Victoria Avenue hero!

project combining historical preservation, horticulture and trails.
May 2011.

Price Increases for 2015

Work Days

Individual membership—$25
Household membership—$40
Commemorative Trees—$150

January 24, 2015—trees
February 21, 2015—trees
May 9, 2015—Great American Cleanup
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Recent Events and Activities
VAF kicked off the year with a rose planting event
on Saturday, October 18th. Five hundred ‘Ragged Robin’
roses were planted in the median from Mary to Grace
Streets. The City purchased the roses in 1 gal. pots and City
employees Robert Filiar and Jesse Fierro distributed them to
the planting locations on the Avenue. They were out working at 7:30AM!! We had many volunteers including students
from UCR (Flying Samaritans Club) and Woodcrest Christian School. We finished within approximately an 1.5 hours.
Thanks to everyone who participated.

New VAF website is coming—
Many of you have noted that the VAF website,
www.victoriaavenue.org is not accessible. We thank
former Board member, Kurt Gunther for designing,
maintaining and hosting our website for many years. He
hosted it on his own personal server. He had provided
his services for free. He has indicated that he can no
longer afford to host it and took the site down. We are
sorry for the inconvenience.
It was time to do something completely different.. We recently hired Kurt Abel of Two Cans Media
to design a new website for us. This new site will have a
modern look and look great on mobile devices like tablets and cell phones. It will have links to our Facebook
and Razoo pages. We purchased a new domain from
GoDaddy. We are reviewing the first full draft. It will
probably take us several more months to finalize the
content and site. So, look for us soon at:

www.victoriaavenueforever.org

VAF completed it’s second workday in the Lorraine Small Commemorative Garden on Saturday, January 10th. We planted 20 roses and spread 10 yards of mulch.
We had about 40 volunteers out including students from Bethel Christian School, Hillcrest High School and UC Riverside,
two City Councilmen, Chris MacArthur and Mike Soubirous
and most of the VAF Board. I want to thank three first time
volunteers, Vicki Broach, Raul Jordan and Rob Lennox for
coming out to help. New Board member, Amy Vincent has
become the official VAF photographer and she took pictures.
We finished early and the weather cooperated by raining during the night and next day. See back page for more pictures.
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From CA ReLEAF website (hyperlinks not active )
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