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 Frank Miller, manager of the Riverside and Arlington (R&A) Street Railroad, 
appeared before the Riverside City Trustees on May 25, 1898, where the following 
announcement was made: “City Ordinance #253 granting Frank Miller, his assignors, 
a franchise to construct, operate, and maintain an electric railway along certain streets 
in the City of Riverside – single or double tracks from Main and 14th streets to Park 
Avenue, to Date, to Myrtle at the southern terminus of Victoria Bridge, along Victoria 
Avenue to Van Buren Avenue to Magnolia Avenue.” 

This Victoria Avenue street car route would then join a proposed Magnolia Avenue 
line and the combined tracks would be known as the Loop Line.  After the City devel-
oped a municipal power plant in 1896, an ambitious Frank Miller, owner of the Glen-
wood (Mission Inn) Hotel, and his R&A railroad associates, developed an electric 
streetcar line from downtown, traveling southerly to Magnolia Avenue, continuing 
down the center median and terminating at Van Buren Boulevard.  Opening day of the 
new electric streetcar, April 11, 1899, was a most gala occasion with free streetcar rides 
all day.  

Riverside’s electric streetcars were a huge success, and a colossal tourist —cont on pg 4
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 Each year, on average, about nine new species of arthropod establish in California and 

about a third of these become pests that require some form of management. The latest intro-

duction to plague California is the South American palm weevil (SAPW), Rhynchophorus pal-

marum (Coleoptera: Curculionidae), and although it is an unwanted addition to California’s 

insect fauna it has claimed the title of California’s largest weevil species! 

SAPW is a notorious palm pest in its native range, which includes parts of Mexico, Central 

and South America. Weevil larvae kill palms by feeding on the apical meristem, or the palm 

heart, and this feeding damage causes irreparable damage to the palm’s growing region. The 

threat posed to palms by SAPW is amplified by its ability to vector a pathogenic nematode, 

Bursaphelenchus cocophilus, the red ring nematode (RRN), which causes a lethal palm malady, red 

ring disease.   

SAPW was found killing Canary Islands date palms (CIDP) in Tijuana Mexico —cont. on page 7 

Something Wicked this Way Comes: The Invasion of  Southern 

California by the South American Palm Weevil—Mark S. Hoddle and 

Christina D. Hoddle, Department of  Entomology, UC Riverside 

 

Frank Miller, photographed by GP 

Tresslar, ca 1895 
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 During the process of assembling articles from con-
tributors, preparing the standard pages, like the contributions 
page, and formatting everything for this newsletter, my over-
all feeling is that of being overwhelmed by all the support I 
see for Victoria Avenue and for VAF. 
 I am overwhelmed by: 

 The positive interactions and support we receive from 
the City, Public Works, our liaison, Robert Filiar (below), 
our Councilmen MacArthur and Soubirous, and from 
Mayor Bailey. 

 The generosity of our members who contribute all the 
financing we need to complete our projects (see pg 5).   

 All the volunteers who come from the community and 
nearby communities to plant trees and roses with us on 
Victoria Avenue (see pg 6). 

 The support we receive from other community organiza-
tions: KRCB, the Riverside Sailing Club, the Riverside 
County Master Gardeners, Villegas Park Advising Com-
mittee, Casa Blanca Home of Neighborly Services, etc.  

 The expertise we tap from the University of California 
and the science faculty who care so much about our envi-
ronment (see pg 1). 

 The rich history of Riverside and that of Victoria Avenue 
that plays such an important role in it (see pg 1). 

 The beautiful trees, roses and other shrubs that dazzle 
the eyes in all seasons of the year, especially this year with 
all the rain. 

 AND for the hard work and time commitments that all 
the members of the VAF Board of Directors put in eve-
ry year to make all we do a reality (see pg 4).  They de-
serve a round of applause. 

 
 This newsletter was put together in the three weeks before 

our Victoria Avenue Day celebration, which includes a guided tour 

of Victoria Avenue and a Walk with the Mayor.  Everyone is work-

ing hard to get the event off the ground.  But, this newsletter had to 

come out at a time that was too late to provide any updates on the 

event.  I hope we saw you there. 

President’s Corner 

Victoria Avenue Hero-Robert Filiar—by Tina English, Deputy Public Works Director 

Robert Filiar has been a valued City employee for over 16 

years.  He began his career in 2001 and has worked in various roles 

for the City in Public Works, Parks Recreation and Community 

Services and Public Utilities.  Robert is known for his extraordinary 

initiative, exceptional reliability, proactive efforts and overall excel-

lent customer service.  In recognition of his hard work, Robert was 

Employee of the Year for Public Works in 2008.   

After starting as an entry level employee in 2001, Robert took the 

initiative to educate himself and take on challenging new roles, be-

ing promoted through several positions and eventually becoming 

the Urban Forester in 2006.  Taking on additional responsibilities 

and a leadership role, he was promoted to his current position of 

Urban Forester Manager in 2015. 

Robert is a Certified Arborist and is responsible for managing the 

City’s Trees and Landscaping Division, providing for the care and 

maintenance of 150,000 City street trees, 22,000 trees along utility 

lines and 500 acres of roadway landscaping.  This includes manag-

ing many large contracts and providing special care of many trees 

over 100 years old and comprehensive care of many landscaped 

boulevards including the Historic Victoria Avenue which was es-

tablished in 1892.     

Robert excels in working with residents and community groups to 

foster positive relations and efforts to partner together in support 

of the City’s landscaping and trees.  He has facilitated and been a 

hands on partner in countless volunteer events to plant trees, 

shrubs, and vines throughout the City to keep it looking beautiful.   

Through his long term commitment to the Cities urban forest 

along with support and funding from the Riverside City Council, 

Robert has furthered the City’s long standing support of street 

trees, earning recognition as a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day 

Foundation since 1987.  Robert is a tremendous asset not only to 

the City, but to the community.   

Editor’s Note:  Victoria Avenue Forever has enjoyed working with 

Robert for over three years as its formal liaison with the City of 

Riverside.  He has provided important supportive roles for the 

‘Save the Eucalypts’ committee, grant writing and execution, tree 

selection, garden upkeep, planning and execution of workdays, 

‘Ragged Robin’ rose plantings every fall, and keeping us apprised of 

all updates on the Avenue and in the City regarding Victoria Ave-

nue.   We are happy to recognize him as a Victoria Avenue Hero!!!  

Thank you Robert, for all you do, from all of us!!! 

Robert Filiar (right) and Guy Tanaka (left) at our March 11th tree 

planting event 
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 This year we removed four trees from the Dr. Lewis Garden that had not thrived 

and added three new trees.  The removed trees were: three Yellow Trumpet Trees 

(Handroanthus chrysotrichus) which had been planted in 1993, and a Peppermint Tree (Agonis 

flexuosa) planted as a memorial tree in 2011.  The VAF Board decided to choose replace-

ment trees for this garden that are not planted elsewhere on City property on the Avenue.  

We choose two Maidenhair trees (Ginkgo biloba) to replace the Yellow Trumpet trees, which 

are now dedicated to Clinton Marr and a Firewheel Tree (Stenocarpus sinuatus).  Both of these 

tree species are of botanical interest and thrive elsewhere in Riverside. 

Ginkgo biloba (Maindenhair Tree) The Ginkgo tree is a living fossil and is not a flowering 

plant, but is a very primitive Gymnosperm related to cone-bearing conifers and cycads.  In 

the western world this species was known first from the fossil record (Jurassic Period) be-

fore plant explorers found it growing in Japanese temple gardens in 1690.  It is now widely 

cultivated and exists as wild stands in the mountains of southeastern China.  Ginkgo is easily 

recognized by its fan-shaped leaves that are produced mainly on short shoots along the long 

branches.  The leaves turn a golden color in the fall and drop rather suddenly.  It is, there-

fore, deciduous.  Ginkgos are insect, pest and smog resistant and tolerate the urban environ-

ments.  The species is dioecious, which means that individuals are either male or female.  

The male trees produce “catkin-like” shoots with naked pollen-bearing organs and the fe-

males produce fleshy, naked seeds.  The flesh has high levels of butyric acid and smells like 

rancid butter (or worse!) as it ages.  Nursery trees are always male.  Hal Snyder and Bill 

Kleese have two large Ginkgo trees in their front yard at Maude and Victoria.  One of them is 

a female.  The variety we chose is called ‘Jade Butterfly’.     

Stenocarpus sinuatus (Firewheel Tree) This tree species was selected by then, Park Designer, 

Ric Catron and the Vegetation Committee of Victoria Avenue Forever in the planning for the 

Dr. Lewis Garden in 1992.  But, last year I discovered that the tree at the back of the garden 

that we had thought was Stenocarpus, was in fact a Banksia (Victoria AveNews, April 2016).  

Therefore, we decided to plant this tree to honor the original tree list for the Dr. Lewis Gar-

den.  Stenocarpus (and Banksia, as well) are members of a Southern Hemisphere family, Pro-

teceae.  Stenocarpus is from Australia, like many members of the family.  It is an evergreen, 

densely branched tree with shiny, deep green leaves that are lobed on juvenile plants but 

unlobed on adult plants.  It is slow-growing to approximately 30 ft tall and 15 ft across.  We 

do not expect it to flower for a number of years, but when it does, it will have red and yel-

low, tubular flowers arranged like spokes on a wheel.  The tree we planted came from a 

nursery in Santa Barbara, so we will watch it closely and hope that the dramatic climate 

change to Riverside will not cause it too much stress.  So far it is fine.        

New Trees in the Dr. Lewis Garden—by Darleen DeMason 

One of our new Ginkgo trees—tree at plant-

ing in February (right) and same tree in early 

April with new leaves expanding.   

Our new Stenocarpus tree (upper) and flow-

ers produced by this species (lower).   

Fully expanded fan-shaped leaves on a Gingko long shoot, 

with its lateral short shoots all bearing leaves.   
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from page 1—Streetcars   attraction to the delight of local merchants and hotel owners.  
The cars, manufactured in the Midwest, had the identical rail gauge as a heavy 
freight train (see figure below).  Thus, streetcars traveled west on their own wheels 
and were pulled along by heavy engines.  And this fact put residents in Arlington 
Heights on high alert. 

The possibility of noisy and heavy freight trains traveling back and forth along Vic-
toria Avenue was not well received by many Riversiders.  But, some Arlington 
Heights citrus growers thought it might be easier, and less expensive, to transport 
their citrus crops to the downtown packinghouses via train rather than by wagons.  
Construction of a Loop Line became a hot issue with certain financial advantages 
weighed against future development of Arlington Heights with loss of its peaceful, 
rural tranquility along Victoria Avenue. 

By 1900, the R&A Street Railroad Company had strengthened the Victoria Bridge 
for electric streetcar service to the south end of the bridge.  Here the streetcar 
would reverse directions and return to 14th Street and downtown.  However, in 
1904, the streetcar route was extended easterly, half a block, to the entrance of the 
Victoria Clubhouse.   

The R&A Railroad Company had been experiencing financial problems for some 
years as income did not meet expenses.  Frank Miller received help from his friend, 
Henry E. Huntington, head of the Pacific Electric Railway, who in 1903, bought his 
franchise for the Victoria Avenue route with an expiration date of May 1906.  It was 
rumored that Miller practically gave the franchise to Huntington. 

With a new developer who was financially able to construct a streetcar line down 
the median of Victoria Avenue, it seemed to be a “done deal.”  Arlington Heights 
residents were not pleased with the impending intrusion on their lifestyle.  Howev-
er, it was no secret that Henry Huntington was not enthusiastic about the project.  
Consequently, 1904 passed without mention of the line; 1905 slipped away with no 
mention of the streetcar line, and finally the expiration of the franchise came due in 
May 1906.  Since no action had been taken regarding Henry Huntington’s franchise, 
it was deemed void and invalid.   

Although Victoria Avenue streetcars and freight trains many have helped a few citi-
zens, the landscaped Avenue with its tree-lined median, has become one of the 
most important landmarks in Riverside. 

Acknowledgements: Factual information is from an unpublished book by Joan H. Hall 

regarding Cornelius Rumsey.  The two historic pictures were provided by Kevin 

Hallaran, Archivist, Riverside Metropolitan Museum.  

 

 

 

R&A Railway Electric 

Trolley , near the corner of 

Main and Seventh Streets, 

in front of Mission Inn ca 

1905. 

       Flowering crabapple flowers in April  



 Page 5  Victoria  AveNews  Volume 25—No. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you own a business, or know a business, that 

would like to be a sponsor of VAF,  

Please let us know!!!! 

Contributions  

February - March 2017 
 Thank you to all who contributed to Victoria Avenue Forever.  Your gifts will be used to help protect and care for 
Riverside’s living legacy – Victoria Avenue. 
  

General Contributions and for Trees/Upkeep 
John & Betty Addink, Richard & Lorraine Anderson, Rosalie Anderson, Kathleen Asper-Williams, William & Rosemary Bai-
ley, Dave & Peggy Barnhart, John Beal, Mary Bean, Leslie & Scott Bloom, on behalf of the Poly High School Class of 1977, 
Barbara Brown, Louisa Buroker, Jim & Barbara Delorenzo, Richard & Rosie Francisco, John & Janet Gless, Cecille Graffi, 
Frank & Lucy Heyming, Lyle & Gay Hill, Dallas & Patricia Holmes, Mary Humboldt & Bob Buster, Monika Ittig, Thomas 
& Charlotte Johnson, William Johnson Jr, Raul & Cecilia Jordan, Jay & Debbie Keller, Larry & Marlene Kirby, Robert & 
Sue Krieger, Dorothy Leeper, Elayne Lohr, Ron & Marsha Loveridge, Roger & Peggy Luebs, Chris & Jolyn MacArthur, Ed-
ward Mackey, Marion McCarthy, Carol Matulich, Susan McClintock, Dick & JoAnn Messer, Patricia Miller, Jim Montgom-
ery, David & Barbara Moore, Elaine Muir, BJ & Terry Mylne, Walter & Betty Parks, Tom & Valerie Payne, Valentin Pechan, 
Malcolm & Chari Pond, Dennis & Janet Ponsor, Michael & Georgie Raftery, Doris Rhine, CP & Suzanne Rowlands, Dr. 
Gerald Saks, James & Shirley Sandoval, Susan Simonin, Hal Snyder, Betty Spriggs, Carole Stadelbacher, Anne Stalder, Kerry 
& Linda Stevens, Mary Ann Steward, Dwight Tate, Ron & Le An Teunissen, Adam Timura, Steve & Sally Tavaglione, Giles 
Waines, George & Mary Weimer, Chuck & Susan Wheat, Doug Whitley, Ruth Wilson, and Lori Yates 

 
Endowment Fund 

Dave & Peggy Barnhart, Mike & Nancy Buchmeier, : Monika 
Ittig, Dennis & Janet Ponsor, Giles Waines 

 
Save the Eucalypts 

Louisa Buroker, Darleen DeMason & Dan Straus, Byron & 
Marcia Edwards, Raul & Cecilia Jordan, Carol Matulich 

 
     Dammers Garden  Lewis Garden 
Darleen DeMason & Dan Straus,  Suzy Marzalek,  
Ray & Marilyn Harris   Doris Morton 
  

Snyder Garden 
Cecille Graffi, Thomas & Charlotte Johnson, Ken & Debbie 

Phillips, Rosemarie Richardson 

Commemorative Tree Donations 
Anita Baumoel               In Memory of Robert Gillis Sr 

Tom &  

Charlotte Johnson          In Memory of Jerry Denning-

ton 
Kimmel Conspirators In Memory of Anita Kimmel     
Fredrick Morey  In Memory of Clinton Marr 
Walter & Betty Parks In Memory of Anita Kimmel 
Betty Spriggs  In Memory of Everett Spriggs 
Lyla Wiley  In Memory of Paul Wiley 
Los Amigos HOA In Memory of Bob Herschler 
   In Memory of Harold Taylor 

 
Memorial Contributions 

Mary Bean  In Memory of Eleanor Hampson 
Chuck & Sally Beaty In Memory of Lane Cash 
Louisa Buroker  In Honor of Ronald Wayne Burkett 
Margaret Fletcher In Memory of Anita Kimmel 
Margaret Fletcher In Memory of Bob Herschler 
Carol Matulich  In Memory of Harold Taylor 
Janice Mickelson In Memory of Anita Kimmel 
John Mylne III  In Memory of Mark Ward 
Liz Neblett  In Memory of Anita Kimmel 
Liz Neblett  In Memory of Eleanor Hampson 
Tom Obrecht  In Memory of Matti Obrecht 
Basil & Barbara Pafe In Memory of Harold Taylor 
Micheal & Georgie Raftery  In Memory of Carol Richardson 
Micheal & Georgie Raftery  In Memory of Mark Ward 
John & Sally Warjone In Memory of Lane Cash 

Flowering pear trees between Mary and Washington Streets. 



Recent Events and Activities 
Tree Planting– February 25th  

Approximately 50 trees were planted in the median of Victoria 
Avenue.  About 40 volunteers showed up, many from Poly High 
School’s National Honors Society and from UCR Alpha Phi Ome-
ga.  Almost all of the trees were replacements for previously dedi-
cated trees and they were planted on many blocks necessitating 
many car trips.  Also, three new trees were planted in the Dr. Lew-
is Garden (see page 3).   

Tree Planting—March 11th 

Our first tree planting event sponsored by our recent state-funded 
grant (Cal Fire and Ca ReLeaf) resulted in the planting of 41 Lem-
on Scented Gums between Washington and Madison Streets (both 
parkways) and 10 Silver Dollar Gums on the outbound parkway 
between Madison and Grace Streets.  We had over 50 volunteers 
turn out.  The trees went in so fast it was hard to take pictures of 
the activities.  We thank the City of Riverside, especially Robert 
Filiar (see page 2) who had 6 unsafe trees removed and had Mer-
chants install irrigation in advance of the planting.  The Riverside 
County Master Gardeners supported the event by sending out 

several members to help volunteers plant the trees.  The col-
laborating partners for our grant are Villegas Park Advisory 
Committee (VPAC) and Casa Blanca Home of Neighborly Ser-

vices (CBHNS).  We have two additional events on May 13th with 
KRCB (see page 8).   

New Bench at Jane Street School Crossing 

At the request of parents and grandparents of students at Wash-
ington School, long-time VAF member and crossing guard at Jane 
Street, Gordon Williams contacted Councilman Mike Soubirous, 
who then contacted the Deputy Director of Public Works, Tina 
English to request installation of a new bench at that corner.  The 
VAF board was asking for their input.  We were happy to support 
the suggestion.   

We are now happy to announce that the new and particularly beau-

tiful bench was installed in March.  See picture on page 8. 
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-cont from page 1-Palm beetle   in December 2010.  It had likely 
spread through arid desert areas because of the planting and 
irrigation of non-native palms in areas where they don’t grow 
naturally. These artificial palm “oases” probably provided 
stepping stones through inhospitable habitat that would nor-
mally have acted as a barrier to natural spread. The California 
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), with funding 
support from the USDA, commenced monitoring SAPW 
incursions into San Diego and Imperial Counties using pher-
omone traps. Over the trapping period 2011-2013, CDFA 
captured 111 weevils, 109 in San Diego County and two in 
Imperial County. The monitoring program ended when Fed-
eral support ceased. Captured weevils were dissected and ex-
amined for RRN. The nematode was not detected. 

In early 2016, reports of CIDP’s dying in San Ysidro in San 
Diego County, about 2 miles from Tijuana were received. 
Examination of these palms by entomologists from UCR and 
the San Diego County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 
confirmed SAPW was responsible for killing the palms. By 
June 2016, the weevil had spread as far north as Chula Vista 
in San Diego. It has likely killed hundreds of CIDP as it has 
spread across the urban landscape (we have observed this in 
Tijuana). CIDP is the preferred host palm, but we have re-
cently received reports from experienced arborists stating that 
ornamental date palms in San Ysidro are being killed by 
SAPW. There have been no reports of RRN or evidence or 
red ring disease in SAWP infested palms. 

The SAPW invasion and the likely inevitable arrival of RRN 
has the potential to greatly alter the look of the iconic Cali-
fornia urban landscape that is largely characterized by spec-
tacular plantings of palms, especially CIDP. The only effec-
tive way to protect palms, especially high value heritage or 
specimen palms, is through prophylactic pesticide applica-
tions. In palm production areas, pesticide treatments are used 
in combination with pheromone traps and eradication of in-
fested palms. Together, these techniques can effectively re-

duce rates of palm loss from SAPW. However, these pro-
grams are expensive and require perennial maintenance. 

At this time there is no funding supporting any type of 

SAPW monitoring, control, or research program. However, 

we have not been idly sitting around doing nothing. Week-

ends and public holidays have been spent setting up and 

monitoring pheromone traps around Chula Vista to measure 

weevil flight activity over time (traps are checked monthly, 

and the numbers of weevils caught in traps by month are rec-

orded). We are also using a drone to map palm mortality and 

to monitor rates of spread from infestation foci. And, of 

course, the inevitable and inescapable reality of grant writing 

and submission has been undertaken to garner funds to com-

mence larger scale research programs on this pests (funding 

decisions have not yet been made by these agencies). To keep 

people informed of developments we are posting blogs, up-

dating web pages on SAPW, and we have developed a web 

page for reporting suspect palms that may have been killed by 

SAPW. These resources are available on the Center for Inva-

sive Species Research website (www.cisr.ucr.edu). Stay tuned, 

as there will be many new developments over the upcoming 

months. 

 

Additional information on SAPW is available here: 

http://cisr.ucr.edu/palmarum.html 

http://cisr.ucr.edu/blog/invasive-species/palmaggedon-are-

california%e2%80%99s-palms-about-to-face-the-perfect-

storm/ 

Dead Canary Islands date palm in San Ysidro, San Diego County, CA  

Adult (upper) and larva (removed from its fibrous cocoon)(lower) 

http://www.cisr.ucr.edu
http://cisr.ucr.edu/palmarum.html
http://cisr.ucr.edu/blog/invasive-species/palmaggedon-are-california%e2%80%99s-palms-about-to-face-the-perfect-storm/
http://cisr.ucr.edu/blog/invasive-species/palmaggedon-are-california%e2%80%99s-palms-about-to-face-the-perfect-storm/
http://cisr.ucr.edu/blog/invasive-species/palmaggedon-are-california%e2%80%99s-palms-about-to-face-the-perfect-storm/


 

PO Box 4152 

Riverside, CA 92514 

Phone: 951-286-1036 

website: www.victoriaavenueforever.org 

Dedicated to the preservation of Victoria Avenue, 
Riverside, California with tax-deductible financial 
contributions from: Membership, Memorial 
Donations and Tree Commemorations. 
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Tree Planting at CBHNS 

May 13th, 2017 at 9AM 

Meet at 7680 Casa Blanca Street  

 

Clean-up on Victoria Avenue 

May 13, 2017 at 9AM 

Meet at Jane and Victoria 

Great American Clean-up with 

KRCB—two locations: 

New bench at Jane Street  VAF 2017 Volunteer Calendar 


